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READ E R, 


THE, ſubject treated of in the following pages, 


is ſurely of very great importance, as it re- 


lates to the ſupreme Object of worſhip ; who ex- 
preſsly requires thoſe that worſhip him, not only to 
worſhip him in ſpirit, but alſo in truth. And ſince 
it is the duty of all, to be daily exerciſed in the wor- 
. ſhip of God; a fixed and juſt or ſcriptural idea of 
this glorious Object of worihip, who can only be ap- 
proached through his only begotten Son, by the aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, is furely highly neceſſary 
to prevent us from entertaining falſe or unſcriptural 
ideas of that inconceivably glorious One. The im- 
portance of this is clearly intimated to us in theſe 
words of our Lord's ſolemn addreſs to his heavenly 
Father: Fhis is life eternal, that they may know thee 
the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſ?* 
ſent. There is too much ground to fear, that what 
our Lord ſaid to the woman of Samaria is too appli- 
cable to many worſhippers ; Ye worſhip ye know not 
what. For it is a melancholy truth, that the cleareſt: 
doctrines revealed in Scripture, may be obſcured, 
and even rendered unintelligible, by the perverſe. 
reaſonings of men. | | 
The following pages are intended to repreſent- 
the ſublime and important doctrine of the Trinity, 
as expreſſed in the words of inſpiration ; and it is 
. hoped, that if this ſcriptural repreſentation is duly 
attended to, it wil lead to more clear and confiſtent- 
ideas of the ONLY TRUE GOD, and JESUS 
CHRIST WHOM HE HATH SENT ; than can 
be expected from that my/?ical mode of explanation, 
that hath been tranſmitted to the proteſtant churches. - 
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by Myſtery Babylon. But as this dodtrine has not 
been ſuffered to appear in its native ſimple dreſs, 


ſince the Man of ſin aſcended bis throne, which is 
now many generations paſt ; it is likely to appear 


. odd in the eyes of thoſe who judge more from cu- 


ftom than the real nature of things: It is therefore 


requeſted, that the whole be read with attention, 


and compared with the ſacred text; and whatever 
agrees not with that rule of righteouſneſs, let it be 
rejected; but if what is ſaid, agrees with the ſay- 
ings of the Prophets and Apoſtles, let every one take 
heed how they cenſure, leſt in condemning thereof 
they condemn the words of the MOST HIGH. 


No pretenſions are here made to infallibility ; but 


an appeal may be made to the Searcher of hearts, 
that an infallible rule has been ſincerely obſerved. 
That what is here offered to the public, may, 
through the effectual working of the Holy Spirit, be 
a means of increaſing the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and of.God the Father through him; and that grace, 
mercy and truth may be multiplied thereby, and joy 
and peace may be encreaſed through the belief of 


e truth as it is in Jeſus, is the deſire of 


The AUTHOR. 


. 
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An FoMBLe ATTEMPT, 4 


HERE appears to be no 4 of great- 
er conſequence, than that which con- 
cerns the knowledge of the only true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent; nor is 
there any thing more clearly revealed than 
what is neceſſary to be believed concerning 


this ſublime and important doctrine. And yet 


no doctrine has been rendered more obſcure 
and unintelligible, than this has been, by the 
modes in which ſome have attempted to ex- 
plain it. It will always fare with thoſe who at- 
tempt to amend what God hath revealed, either 
by adding or diminiſhing, as with thoſe ſpoken 
of Rom. i. 22. Proteſling themſelves to be 
«+ wiſe, they became fools.” _ - 

Since all our knowledge of this ſublime and 
important doctrine, muſt be drawn from the 
word of God, the ſhorteſt and moſt certain 
way to attain the true knowledge thereof, will 
be to take a view of what the Scriptures of 
truth ſay, concerning the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, diſtinctly conſidered; and then 
to form our ſentiments accordingly. 

For this purpoſe, and to illuſtrate and con- 
firm what ſhall appear to be. the Scripture- 
doctrine; what is here intended may be di- 
vided into the following heads. 

I. An enquiry into the Names, Attributes or 
Characters that are aſcribed to the Father, the 


A Son, 
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LIT 9 20 this Holy Spirit, as properly and 

exclufively belonging to cach, 
- fidered. 

II. An enquiry into the works that are thus 
excluſively aſcribed to each, in Scripture. 


HE An enquiry into the inferences that ap- 


pear moſt native, from what the Scripture re- 


veal concerning the foregoing particulars. 

IV. An enquiry into the ftrength or pro- 
priety of the obj 
ſuppoſed to be brought againſt the doctrines 
inferred. 

V. A ſhort ſummary of the doctrine that is 
oppoſed to the foregoing inferences; with an 
enquir 
oeſſarily to flow therefrom. 

VI. A ſhort ſummary of the Scripture-doc- 
trine ; with an enquiry into the uſes of infor- 


mation, admonition, and comfort, that 'may 
be deduced therefrom. 


It may be obſerved in general, as introdue⸗ 
tory to what follows; that from the incon- 
ceiveably near, and intimate union, that ſub- 


| fiſts between the Father and the Son; he be- 


ing the expreſs image of the Father's perſon, 
the Father dwel- 
ling in him, and he in the Father; and all the 
glory and perfections, the counſels and agency 
of the Father being manifeſted through the 
Son; from thence it follows, that whatever 
relations the Father ſuſtains to any of his crea- 
tures, it is through his only begotten Son, that 
he ſuſtains theſe relations. 
find, that names expreſſive of relation to crea- 
tures, are in Scripture — in common to 
the 


diſtinctiy con- 


jections that are or may be 


into the conſequences that appear ne- 


And hence we 
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the Father and the Son. A right underſtand- 


ing of theſe names, will lead us to a diſcovery 
of the ſovereignty and ſupremacy, c. of God 
the Father and his Son Jeſus Chriſt over us, 
and of our dependence and ſubordination, &c. 


but we cannot from theſe, diſcover what re- 


lations the Father and the Son bear. to each 
other, or whether the Son is equal or ſubor- 
dinate to the Father. This muſt be diſcover- 


ed from ſuch names as expreſs relation to 


one another; and are applied to one, in a 
fenſe in which it cannot be, (at leaft is not in 
Scripture) applied to any other; and from 


ſuch agency being aſcribed to one, as cannot 


de, (at leaſt is not in Scripture) aſcribed to 
any other. It is the Scripture account of theſe 
that is the ſubject of the following enquiries. 


R 4 


An enquiry into the Names, Attributes and 


Characters that are in Scripture, properly 


the Sox, and to the HoLy SpiRrr, diſtinct- 
ly conſidered. 155 


er 


Father. 


1. He is called the Moſt High God, Gen. 
Xiv. 18, 20, 22. Pſal. lvii. 2. Dan. iii. 26. and 
v. 18. Luke vin. 28. 

2. He is called the invifible God, Col. i. 15. 
Of him it is ſaid, John vi. 46. Not that any 
A2 „ hath 
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and excluſively aſcribed to the Fa rHER, to 


Of the Names, &c. that are thus aſcribed to the | 


.. 
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5 2034 53 
« hath ſeen the Father, except he who is from 
« God.” And John i. 18. No one hath 
« ſeen God at any time.” 7 
3. Goodnelſs is attributed to him in ſome 
peculiar and excluſive manner, Matth. xix. 17. 
. “ There is none good but one,” that is 
* God. Gr. no one is good except one God.“ 
4. The character of Father is peculiarly 
aſcribed to him, 1 Cor. viii. 6.—** There is 
« one God the Father, of whom are all 
things; and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by 
* whom are all things.” Eph. iv. 6. © One 
& God and Father of all, who is above all, 
« and in you all.” 

5. He is excluſively called the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. i. 3. Blefſed be 
God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
44 Chriſt, the Father of mercies, and the God 
* of all comfort.“ | 

6. He is called the God as well as the Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Eph. i. 3.“ Blef- p 
“ ſed be the God and Father of our Lord | 
« Jeſus Chrift.? See alſo 1 Pet. i. 3. 

7. He is called the Head of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 
Xl. 3. But 1 would have you to know, that 


& the head of every man is Chriſt, —and the ; 
head of Chriſt is God.” : 
| Sz c r. IL | 
Of the Names, &c. that are aſſigned to the Son, ? 
as properly and excluſively belonging to him. 


1. He is called the only begotten Son of 
God, John iii. 16. God fo loved the world, 
& that he ſent his only begotten Son,“ Ge. 1 
John i. 14.—“ The only begotten of the Fa- 
„ ther.“ : 
: 2, He 


Cc. is aſcribed to the 


Fe! 


2̃. He is called his own or proper Son, Rom. 


viii. 32. He that ſpared not his own Son 
« but delivered him up for us all.“??? 

3. He is called the Image of the inviſible 
God, Col. i. 15. Who is the image of the 
& inviſible God.” Heb. i. 3. Who being 
the brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the 
« expreſs image of his perſon.” 

4. He is called the Beginning, Col. 1. 18. 
«© Who is the beginning.“ Rev. iii. 14. The 
« beginning of the creation of God.“ Prov. 
& viil. 22. JIEHOvAH poſſeſſed me, the be- 
<« ginning of his ways.“ So the words are in 
the original. 

5. He is called the firſt-born, or firſt be- 
gotten of every creature, Col. i. 15. The firſt 
„born of every creature.” Heb. i. 6.— 
«© When he bringeth in the firſt begotten into 
„ the world, he faith, and let all the angels of 
4 God worſhip him.” wy 

6. He is called the firſt born or begotten 
from the dead, Col. i. 18. The firſt born 
* from the dead.” Rev. i. 35. The firſt be- 
* gotten from the dead.” 

7. Mediation is attributed to him in an ex- 
eluſive manner, 1 Tim. ii. 5. For there is 
one Mediator between God and men, the 
% man Chriſt Jeſus.” | 


S RE cT. III. 


Of the «Names, Attributes and Characters that 
are properly and excluſively aſcribed to the 
Holy Spirit in Scripture. 

Urox enquiry, I do not find that any name, 
oly Spirit, which is not 

43 "= 


in ſome reſpect aſcribed either to the Father or 
the Son. The name Spirit, is a very common 
name; it is applied to the Father, John iv, 23, 
24.— The Father feeketh ſuch to worſhip 
„ him. God is a Spirit, and they that wor- 
“ ſhip him, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in 
4 truth.” It is applied to the Son, 2 Cor. iii. 
17. Now the Lord is that Spirit.” And 
even proceſhon, which is commonly conſider- 
ed as the diſtinguiſhing property of the Spirit, 
is not ſtrictly ſo in every reſpect. For procel- 
ſion is aſeribed to the Son as well as to the 
Spirit, John. viii. 42. Jeſus ſaith unto them, 
if God were your Father, ye would love 
* me, for I proceeded forth and came from 
«© God.“ Proceſſion is capable of a very ge- 
neral application, as well as the name Spirit ; 
it is applied to the words that our Lord ſpake, 
Luke iv. 22. And all bare him witneſs, and 
* wondered at the gracious words which pro- 
& ceeded out of his mouth.“ 


ﬆ#-E-A+D MN 
An enquiry into the Actions or Works, that 
are in Scripture, properly and excluſively 


aſcribed to the FaTHER, to the Son, and to 
the HoLy Se1kIT, diſtinctly conſidered. 


EET HL 


Of the Actiont or Works that are peculiarly ana 
excluſively proper to the Father. 


1. Taz act of generating or bringing forth 
the only begotten Son; this act is intimated 
by the name Father, and is expreſsly aſcribed 
to him, who is generally underſtood by that 

15 name, 


* 
„ 


Phet, a Prieſt, and a King, for the preſerva- 


„ 7 NL 
name, John i. 14.—*< The only begotten of 
4 the Father.“ Pal. ii. 7. 1 will declare 
et the decree ; the Lord hath ſaid to me, thou 
« art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.“ 


Prov. viii. 24, 275. When there was no 


„ depths I was brought forth, —before the 
« mountains were ſettled 3; before the hills 
« was I brought forth.“ : 

2. The appointment ſetting up or anointing 
the only begotten Son, to be the executor of 
all his purpoſes relative to creatures, Prov. viii. 
23 © I was ſet up from everlaſting.” ''The word 


rendered ſet ap, ſignifies to pour out, as drink- 


offeripgs ; or as oil is poured upon the heads 
of perſons to anoint them. Hence as a name, 
it ſignifies perſons anointed to office ; for it is 
the word oz that is rendered Dukes, Joſh. 
Xiti. 21. Princes, Ezek. xxxii. 30. Principal 
men, Micah v. 5. Princes, Pſal. Ixxxiit. 11. 
Princes, Dan: xi. 8. It ſeems therefore to be 
a word very fit to expreſs the conſtitution, or 
appointment of the Son of God, to be the 
great Agent, through or by whom, all the per- 
fections and counſels of the Father ſhould be 
manifeſted in the creation, preſervation, and 
government of finite beings : And when it is 
ſaid, I wwas ſet up, it is plain that this ſetting up 
or anointing is the Father's act; for Acts x. 
38.“ God anointed Jeſus of Nazareth with 
« the Holy Spirit, and with power.” And 
Eph. iii. 9. God created all things by Jeſus 
« Chriſt.” | 

Beſides this general appointment, he is ap- 
pointed of the Father to the offices of a Pro- 


tion, 


1 1 
tion, government, and reſtoration of ſinners. 
Which offices are ſpecially manifeſted in, and 
exerciſed over the church in the preſent diſ- 
penſation, Acts vii. 37. This is that Moſes 
* who ſaid unto the children of Iſrael, a pro- 
„ phet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto 
* you of your brethren like unto me, him 
«© ſhall ye hear.“ Pſal. cx. 4. The Lord 
* hath ſworn and will not repent, thou art a 
5 prieſt for ever after the order of Melchize- 
* deck.” Pſal. ii. 6. Yet have I ſet my 
* king upon my holy hill of Zion.“ 

3. The merciful and myſterious purpoſe of 
gathering all things together in or by Chriſt, 
Eph. i. 9, 10. Having made known unto us 
„ the myſtery of his will, according to his 
* good pleaſure which he hath purpoſed in 
& himſelf, That in the diſpenſation of the 
% fulneſs of the times, he might gather toge- 
% ther into one all things in Chriſt, both 
'« which are in heaven, and which are on 
“ earth, even in (or by) him.” 

4. The intimation of this purpoſe, and the 
means for accompliſhing it to Jeſus Chriſt, 
Ia. l. 4, 5. The Lord God hath given me 
* the tongue of the learned, that I ſhould 
know how to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to 
& him that is weary ; he wakeneth morning 
& by morning; he wakeneth mine ear to hear 
& as the learned. The Lord God hath open- 
c ed mine ear, and I was not rebellious, nei- 
& ther turned away back.” Pſal. xl. 7, 8.— 
Lo I come, —l delight to do thy will O my 
„God.“ John viii. 38. © I ſpeak that which I 


„ have ſeen with my Father.” John v. 20. 
„ © - 
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Wl The Father loveth the Son and ſheweth hint 
all things that himſelf doeth.” Rev. i. 1. 


4 The revelation of Jeſus Chriſt which God 


gave unto him.” 


5. The ſending the only begotten Son into 
the world, John 1iis 16. For God fo loved 
« the world, that he ſent his only begotten 
& Son, that whoſoever believeth in him fhould 
6e not periſh, but have everlaſting life.“ John 


vi. 28, 29.—“ Then cried Jeſus, —he that 


e ſent me is true, whom ye know not. But 
c | know him, for I am from him, and he 
& hath ſent me.” John viii. 26. 28, 29.— lle 
« that fent me is true; and I ſpeak to the 
« world thoſe things which I have heard of 
* him.—And I do nothing of myſelf; but as 
e the Father hath taught me, I ſpeak theſe 


„things. And he that ſent me, is with me.“ 


6. The exaltation of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in his incarnate nature, Acts v. 30, 31.“ The 
* God of our fathers raiſed up Jeſus, whom 
% ye flew and hanged on a tree; him hath 
“ God exalted.” Eph. i. 21. Far above all 
„ principality, and power, and might, and 
„ dominion, and every name that is named, 
* not only in this world, but alſo in that 
„which is to come.” See alſo Philip. ii. . 
and Acts ii. 33. | 
7. The gift of all power unto the Son, and 


the delivering of all things into his hand, Mat, 
xXxvili. 18. And Jeſus came and ſpake unto 


„ them, Saying, all power is given unto me 
„ in heaven and in earth.” John v. 22, 27. 
For the Father judgeth (v4) no one, but 
“ hath committed all judgment unto the Son. 

* — And 


„ 
And given him authority to execute 
judgment alſo, becauſe he is the Son of 
* man.” Matth. xi. 27. All things are de- 
_ & livered unto me of my Father. John xiii. 3. 

5 Jeſus knowing that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he was come 
from God and went to God.” 

The knowledge of the times and ſeaſons 
- ſeems allo to be aſcribed in ſome peculiar man- 
ner ta the Father, Acts i. 7. And he faid 
unto them, it is not for you to know the 
times and ſeaſons which the Father hath put 
in his own power.” Compare Mark xiii. 32. 


9 8 6. Op | 


Of the Actions or Works that are peculiarly and 
excluſruely proper to the Son. ; 


1. Taz accepting of the Father's propoſal 
of the covenantof redemption, or undertakin 
the recovery of loſt finners, Pfal. xl. 7, 8. 


| * Thenfaid 1, Lo, 1 come in the volume of 


« the book it is written of me, I delight to 
« do thy will O my God.“ Heb. x. 9, 10. 
Then ſaid he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O 
«© God. By the which will we are fanQi- 


£ os fie d, through the offering of the body of 


& Chriſt once for all.” _ 

2. That of coming into the world to be in- 
. carnate, converſe with men, undergo a ſtate 
of humiliation and ſuffering ; even unto death, 
Matt. xx. 28.—“ The Son of man came not 
« to be miniftred unto, but to miniſter, and 
« to give his hfe a ranfom for many.” 

3. The leaving of the world and going a- 
gain unto the Father, to fit on his throne, at 


the 


R W © ' 


* / 9 


| . 1 an 1 

the right hand of the Majeſty on high, John 

xvi. 28. < I am come forth from the Father, 

« and am come into the world; again I leave, 

& the world, and go to the Father.“ 

4. The work of mediation between God 
and men, 1 Tim. ti. 5. For there is ane God 
< and one Mediator between God and men, 

<« the man Chriſt Jeſus ; who gave himſelf a 

6 ranſom for all, to be teſtified in due time.“ 


"Dx CT. 
Of the Actions or Works that are aſcribed to the 
Holy Spirit. ' | 
So far as I can find, there appears to be no 
action or work peculiarly and exclufively a- 
ſcribed to the Holy Spirit, in Scripture. - Ihe 
following particulars ſeem to include all the 
actions or works that are aſcribed to the Spirit, 
and theſe are alſo aſcribed either to the Father 
or the Son, or both. | 
1. Creation is aſcribed to the Spirit, Job 
xxvi. 13. By his Spirit he hath garniſhed 
„ the heavens.” Job xxxiii. 4. Ihe Spirit 
«© of God hath made me.” But this is alſo 
aſcribed to the Father and the Son, Eph. iii. 
9. Who created all things by Jeſus Chriſt.” 
2. The conception of the body of Chriſt in 
the womb of the virgin Mary, is afcribed to 
the Holy Spirit, Matth. i. 18. Now the 
„birth of Jeſus Chriſt was on this wiſe. 
When as his mother Mary was eſpouſed to 
Joſeph, before they came together, ſhe was 
* found with child of the Holy Spirit.“ This 
is alſo aſcribed to the Father, Heb. x. 5. Sac- 
5 rifice and offering thou wouldſt not, but a 
body haſt thou prepared me.” 


3. The 


2 ] 


3. The working of miracles, Rom. xv. 19. 
* Through mighty ſigns and wonders, by the 


E power of the Spirit of God.“ Theſe alſo 


are aſcribed to the Father and the Son, Acts 

11. 22. Ye men of Iſrael hear theſe words, 
„ Jeſus of Nazareth, a man approved of God 
among you, by miracles, and wonders and 


i igns, which God did by him in the midſt 
& of you.“ 

4. The offering of Jeſus Chriſt a ſacrifice 
* fin, i is aſcribed to the Son and the Spirit, 
Heb. ix. 14. How much more ſhall the 
&* blood of Chriſt, who through the eternal 


Spirit offered himſelf without ſpot to God,” 
c. This is alſo aſcribed to the Father, Ila. 


iii. 10.— When thou ſhalt make his ſoul an 
offering for ſin.” 


5. The calling and appointing church officers, 
is aſcribed to the Spirit, Acts xiii. 2. The 


Holy Spirit ſaid, ſeparate me Barnabas and 


« Saul, for the work whereunto I have called 
& them.” Acts xx. 28. Take heed unto 
e yourſelves, and unto all the flock over 
- which the Holy Spirit hath made you over- 


* ſeers.” "This is aſcribed to the Son, John 
xv. 16. © Ye have not choſen me, but I have 


ce choſen you, and ordained you, that ye 
e ſhould go and bring forth fruit.” Eph. iv. 
11. And he gave (or appointed) ſome Apo- 
e ſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evan- 
<« geliſts, and ſome paſtors and teachers.” 
This is alſo aſcribed to the Father, Acts x. 41. 


«© Unto witneſſes choſen before of God, even 


& us, Oc. 1 Cor. x11. 28. And God hath 
ce ſet ſome in the church, firſt apoſtles, ſecon- 
« darily prophets, thirdly teachers,“ Cc. 


6. Dwelling > 


© * 
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6. Dwelling and abiding in the hearts of 
believers is aſcribed to the Holy Spirit, John 
xiv. 17. The Spirit of truth which the 
„„ world cannot receive, becauſe it ſeeth him 
«© not, neither knoweth him, but ye know 
e him, for he dwelleth with you, and ſhall be 
* in you.” This is alſo aſcribed to the Fa- 
ther and the Son, verſe 23. Jeſus anſwered 
& and ſaid unto him, if a man love me he will 
« keep my words, and my Father will love 
& him, and we will come unto him, and make 


» 

. „ gur abode with him.“ | 

1 7. The teaching of believers, and bringing 
4 all things to their remembrance, 1s aſcribed to 
+... 3 the Holy Spirit, John xiv. 26. But the Com- 
n & forter which is the Holy Spirit, whom the 


“ Father will ſend in my name, he ſhall teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your 


e «© remembrance.” This is aſcribed to the 
d Father, John vi. 45. © It is written in the pro- 
d o phets, and they ſhall be all taught of God. 
0 « Every man therefore that hath heard and 


& learned of the Father, cometh unto me.“ 
Matth. xvi. 17.—* Fleſh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which 
is in heaven.” It is aſcribed to the Son, 
Pſal. xl. 9, 10. I have preached righteouſ- 
* neſs in the great congregation,” c. Heb. 
11. 12. I will declare thy name unto my bre- 
4 © thren, in the midſt of the church will I fing 
* unto thee.” It is aſcribed both to the Fa- 
ther and the Son, Heb. i. 1. God who at 
* ſundry times, and in divers manners, ſpake 
in times paſt unto the fathers, hath in theſe 
* laſt days ſpoken unto us by his Son.” The 

| B book 
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| "FE of Revelation i is fa to be oe the 1. 
e tion of Jeſus Chriſt, which God gave unto 


* him, to ſhew unto bis ſervants.” And at 
the concluſion of each of the epiſtles to the 


ſeven churches, it is ſaid. He that hath an 


& ear, let him hear what the Spirit ſaith unto 
« the churches.” 


8. Quickening efficacy is aſcribed to the 


Spirit, John vi. 63. © It is the Spirit that 
& quickeneth.” 2 Cor. iii. 6. The Spirit 
e giveth life.” 1 Pet. in. 18. Quickened 
© by the Spirit.” This is aſcribed to the Fa- 
ther, John v. 21. The Father quickeneth 
«the dead.” 1 Tim. vi. 13. God who 
„ quickeneth all things.” See alſo Rom. iv. 
17. and Acts iii. 26. God having raiſed up 
his Son Jeſus.” It is aſcribed to the Son, 
John v. 21.—© The Son quickeneth whom he 


„„ 4 OF. e lecond Adam 
« was made a quickening ſpirit.” And John 


x. 18.“ J have power to lay it down, and I 
& have power to take it again,” ſays our Lord, 
when ſpeaking of his life. 

9. Sanctification is aſcribed to the Spirit, 
Rom. xv. 16. Being ſanctified by the Holy 
& Spirit.” This is aſcribed to the Father. 
Jude verſe 1.“ Sanctified by God the Father.“ 
And to the Son, 1 Cor. i. 2. Sanctified in 
* (or by) Jeſus Chriſt,” 

10. The joy and comfort of believers is a- 
ſcribed to the Holy Spirit, John xiv. 16.“ I 
will pray the Father, and he will ſend you 
« another Comforter.” Rom. xiv. 17. For 
ce the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, 
& but righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in (or 


(6 by) 
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by) the Holy Spirit.” This is aſcribed to the 
Father, 2 Cor. i. 3, 4. © Blefſed be God, even 


cc the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
* comforteth us in all our tribulation.” Rom. 
v. 11.,—*. We alſo joy in God through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” In this laſt text, it is 
aſcribed both to the Father and the Son. 
And 2 Theſſ. ii. 16, 17. Now our Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt himſelf, and God even our Father, 
* who hath loved us, and hath given us ever- 
« laſting conſolation, and good hope through 
e grace, comfort your hearts, and eſtabliſh 
e you in every good word and work.” The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt “ is our peace.” Eph. ii. 14. 
And in him © is conſolation,” Philip. ii. 1. 


ELA ME 


An Fnquiry into the Inferences that appear 
molt native from what the Scriptures teach, 
relative to the FaTHER, the Son, and the 
HoLy SPIRIT. 


That the inferences or doctrines that are 
moſt native from the texts quoted under the 
foregoing heads, may be diſcovered with cer- 
tainty and clearneſs; their evidence, or what 


they teſtify concerning the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, may be ſummed up under 


this head as follows: 


S812 e I 


1. Names and actions being aſcribed to 
the Father, which belong properly and exclu- 
fively to him, and intelligence being necef- 
farily implied in theſe : It is evident from 

2 thence,, 


d 1 
thence, that he is a diſtin perſon, or intelli- 
gent being. 

The property of bein ng unbegotten or uno- 
riginated, and the act of generating or bring- 
ing forth the only begotten Son, (which pre- 
ſuppoſes the willing of that act), can belong 


to no other but the Father alone. 


2. The names and actions that are properly 
and excluſively applied to the Father, being 
expreſſive of perfection, and ſupremacy in the 
higheſt degree; it is evident from thence, 
that the Father is the fountain of all being 


and perfection, and the Supreme Object in 


whom all worthip ſhould ultimately terminate. 
That the Father as a diſtinct perſon; in- 


cludes the whole unbegotten inviſible eſſence, is 


the Moſt High God, and the Supreme Object 
of worſhip ; and can only be known, and ap- 
proached unto, through Jeſus Chriſt : is uni- 


tormly teſtified by the Scriptures of truth. 


The tollowing are 'a few of many texts that 
prove the unity of the one Moſt High God 
the Father, and that the way of acceſs to him 
is only through his only. begotten Son: Who 
is the way, the truth and the life; the bright- 

neſs of the Father's glory, and the expreſs 
image of his perſon. 

Mark xii. 29. 32. © Jeſus anſwered and ſaid 
* unto him, The firſt of all the command- 
&© ments is, Hear O Iſrael; the Lord our 
“ God is one Lord,” c. And the ſcribe 
ſaid,—* There is one God, and there is none 
"y other but he.” verſe 34. <4 Jeſus ſaw that 
he anſwered diſcreetly,” Oc. | 
Luke 


66 


cc 


cc 


ce 


ce 
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cc 


cc 
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Luke xviii. 19. None is good, fave one; 
* that is God.“ 8 c 
1 Tim. ii. 5. For there is one God, and 


one Mediator between God and men.“ 

Gal. iii. 20. A mediator is not a media- 
tor of one, but God 1s one.“ 

1 Cor. viii. 6. © But to us there is but one 
God the Father, of whom are all things.” 

2 Cor. i. 3.—** The Father of mercies.!” 
Eph. i. 17.—“ The Father of glory.“ 
James i. 17.— The Father of lights.“ 
Eph. iii. 14, 15.— The Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of whom the whole fa- 
mily in heaven and earth is named.“ 

2 Cor. v. 18. But all things are of God, 
who hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus: 


- Chriſt.?” 


Rom. xv. 6. That ye may. with one 
mind and one mouth glorify God, even the- 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 


John i. 18.“ No man hath ſeen God at any " 
time, the only begotten Son who is in the 


boſom of the Father, he hath declared him.“ 
John xiv. 16.“ Jeſus ſayeth unto them, I. 
am the way, the truth and the life; no 
man cometh unto the Father but by me.“ 

Eph. ii. 18. © For through him we both 
have acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father.“ 
Eph. v. 20. Giving thanks always for all 
things unto God even the Father, in the- 
name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 


Sk CT 1 


Of Inferences relative to the Son. 


1. Names and actions, which neceſſarily 
B 3 imply 


| 1 | 
imply intelligence, being aſcribed to the Son, 
as properly and excluſively belonging to him; 
it is evident from thence, that he is a proper 
diſtinct perſon, or intelligent being. 
_ - The properties of being the beginning, the 
beginning of Jenovan's way, the image of the 
Y inviſible God, the firſt-born of every creature, 
1 the firſt-begotten from the dead, and the only 
begotten of the Father; as alſo that of willin 
to do the Father's will, and executing all his 
purpoſes relative to creatures; can belong to 
none but the Son of God. 

And theſe names and actions that are thus 
excluſively aſcribed to the Son in Scripture, 
diſtinguiſh him as a proper perſon or intelli- 
gent being, from every other perſon or intelli- 
gent being whatever. | 

2. The names and actions aſcribed to the 
Son, being clearly expreſſive of his being the 
image of the Father, and his agent; and it 
being intimated to us by the Scriptures of 
truth, that the perſonal glory and perfections, 
and the will and purpoſes of the Father, are 
only to be diſcovered in and by his only be- 

otten Son ; hence it appears evident, that the 
Son in his diſtin& perſonal ſubſiſtence, is the 
perfect image of the inviſible God; ſo that in 
His perſon, the character of the Father's per- 
ſon is expreſt, and all the glory of his perfec- 
tions ſhine forth. And hence alſo it appears, 
that the being and perfections of the only be- 
gotten Son, are infinite in relation to crea- 
tures; that is to ſay, his being and perfections 
exceed the being and perfections of all finite 
creatures, that it is poſſible for infinite power 
to 
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to produce ; for he is the great agent, through 
whom alone that power is exerted ; and who 
will venture to ſay, that the exertions of infi- 
nite power through him, can be circumſcrib- 
ed. Agreeable to this we have his own teſti- 
mony, Mat. xi. 27,—* (ou) no one knoweth 
* the Son but the Father.” The capacity of 
his perſon as a receptacle of the Divine ful- 
neſs, ſeems alſo to imply this, Col. i. 19. It 
ce pleaſed the Father, that in him all fulneſs 
& ſhould dwell.” Col. ii. 9. In him dwel- 
& ]eth all the fulneſs of the God-head bodily.”? 

That the perfections of power, wiſdom and 
goodneſs, as they ſubſiſt in the perſon of the 
Son, are a true and real manifeſtation, or ſnhin- 
ing forth of theſe perfections ſubſiſting in the 
perſon of the inviſible God, is very clearly in- 
timated in many paſlages of holy write, John 
i. 18. (oui) No one hath ſeen God at any 
« time, the only begotten Son who is in the 
& boſom of the Father, he hath declared him.” 
John xiv. 7. 9. © If ye had known me, ye 
„ ſhould have known my Father alſo.—He 
“% that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father.“ 

The glory and perfections of the Father 
ſhining forth. through the Son, in a ſpecial 
manner, in the works of creation and provi- 
dence ; for, Col. i. 16. By him were all 
things created that are in heaven, and that 
« are on earth, viſible and inviſible, whether 
„ thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
«© powers; all things were created by him and 
“ for him.” Verſe 17. And he is before 
all things, and by him all things conſiſt.” 
Before him there was no God formed, neither 


ſhall 


C00 1 

ſhall there be any after him, Iſa. xlin. 10. 
He being the Alpha and Omega, the firſt and 
the laſt, in all the exertions of divine agency 
in or upon creatures; he ever hath been and 
will continue to be, the medium of intercourſe 


and communication, between the infinite, un- 
originated, and ſelf-exiſtent Being; and every 
finite creature, even the moſt noble and excel - 


lent that exiſts. 


Thus the firſt out-goings of the Father's 
perfections, of power, wiſdom and goodneſs, 


in and upon creatures, were by him, as we are 


taught, Eph. iii. 9. That God created all 


„things by Jeſus Chriſt.“ And by him theſe 
perfections continue to be manifeſted in their 
preſervation and government; for Iſa. ix. 6. 
„The government ſhall be upon his ſhoul- 
« ders.” Being conſtitute by the Father to be 


the Supreme God, the judge, the Lawgiver, 
and King; to all created nature. 


Accordingly we find he frequently appeared 


in perſon, or ſent meſſengers to ſupport theſe 


characters which belonged to him by the Fa- 
ther's appointment. Nothing can be more 
plain than this, that it was the Son of God 


who appeared to' Adam, to Abraham, to Ja- 


cob and to Moſes ; fince we are expreſsly 


taught, that no one hath ſeen God the Father 


at any time. Abraham addrefled him as the 


Judge of all the earth, Gen. xvili. 25. Jacob. 


00 prayed unto him for a bleſſing to himſelf.” 


Gen. xxx11. 26. And to the ſons of Joſeph, 


Gen. xlviii. 16. 


But notwithſtanding the glorious forms in 
which he appeared, and the "Oy characters 


he 


1 
he ſuſtained; yet the Scriptures of the Old 
Teſtament do plainly ſhow, that there was one 
ſtill more high, whoſe perſon he repreſented, 
and under whoſe directions he acted. This is 
not only evident from his being known to the 
Old Teſtament believers, by the character of 
Angel or Meſſenger; but alſo from expreſs 
declarations ; for he ſays, Iſa. I. 2. 5. Is my 
& hand ſhortned that it cannot redeem ? or 
de have I no power to deliver? Behold, at 
«© my rebuke, I dry up the ſea, I make the 
e rivers a wilderneſs. clothe the heavens 
& with blackneſs, and I make ſackcloth their 
de covering.” In theſe words he aſſerts and 
demonſtrates his ſovereign power ; but imme- 
diately ſhews from whence he derived it, and 
on whom his confidence did reſt ; for he adds, 
«© The Lord God hath given me the tongue 
&« of the learned, that I ſhould know how to 
&« ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to him that is weary 
„ he wakeneth morning by morning; he 
«© wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned,“ 
c. © The Lord God will help me, there- 

„ fore ſhall I not be confounded.” 
How admirably does the wiſdom and good- 
neſs of God the Father ſhine forth through 
his only begotten Son; in thus leading man- 
kind to a diſcovery of his being and perfec- 
tions, from the certain evidence of the being 
and perfections of the Son, who is the way, the 
truth and the life ; the faithful and true witneſs. 
The glorious forms in which the Son of 
God appeared, and the demonſtrations he gave 
of irreſiſtable power, incomprehenſible wiſ- 
dom, and boundleſs goodneſs ; were every 
| way 


Fo) 


day ſuited to impreſs the mind with reveren- 


tial fear, draw forth the moſt devout exerciſes 
of the heart, and excite to the moſt humble 
and confident reliance on him; as the Creator, 
Preſerver, and Ben of the univerſe. And 

when the faithful were taught, by this incon- 
ceivably glorious Perſon, that there was one 


whoſe repreſentative he only was, by whom 


he was brought forth, with whom he was 
brought up, by whoſe directions he acted, and 
whoſe meſſenger he only was; what ſublime 
ſentiments, and exalted piety, muſt ſuch a dif- 
covery awaken in their hearts? It would in 


a manner extend their contemplative faculties - 


as it were beyond their utmoſt bounds. 

The names and actions that are peculi- 
arly and excluſively aſcribed to the Son, being 
ſuch as neceflarily imply derivation and dele- 
gation : It appears evident from thence, that 
he was capable of laying aſide thefe glorious 
forms of emptying himſelf, and becoming 
poor, which he actually did, when, for the 
fake of periſhing finners, he aſſumed the body 
prepared for him, and humbled himſelf unto 
death, even the death of the croſs. 


His perfect knowledge of the neceſſary ex- 


e of the being and perfections of the 
Father, and the immutability of his truth ; gave 
him a firm reſolution, and unſhaken confi- 
dence, to go through all the dreadful and 
amazing ſteps of his humiliation ſtate. Ia. J. 
7, 8, 9. For the Lord God will help me, 
66 therefore ſhall 1 not be confounded ; there- 
fore have I ſet my face like a flint, and I 


« know 
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« know that I ſhall not be aſhamed. Hei is. 


ce near that juſtifieth me, ©'c. 


The Scriptures do clearly ſhew, that it was 


the ſame individual perſon who is called the 


Son of God, that bechme incarnate, ſuffered, 


died, roſe again, and is now exalted far above 
all principality and power. For John i. 14. 


cc The Word was made fleſh,” even that ſame 


Word, who was with God in the beginning, 


who was himſelf God, and by whom all things 


were made. And Philip. li. 6, 7, 8. He 
%“ who was in the form of God, and thought 
ce it no robbery to be (wa) as God,“ is the 
ſame who“ made himſelf of no reputation, 


* and took upon him the form of a ſervant,” 
&'c. And again, Eph. iv. 9, 10. © Now in 


that he aſcended, what is it but that he alſo 
& deſcended, firſt into the lower parts of the 
< earth. He that deſcended, is the ſame alſo 
that aſcended up far above all heavens, that 
che might fill all things.” 

This preſents to our view, not only the in- 
conceivable greatneſs of our Redeemer, but alſo 
the incomprehenſible extent of his love, and 


the reality of his gracious deſigns in favour 


of ſinners, who have deſtroyed themſelves ; 
and fo lays the moſt ſolid foundation for faith to 


reſt upon, as it confirms by the moſt demon- 


{trative evidence, the gracious promiſes reveal- 
ed in the Scriptures of truth. 
S 1 C T« ME a 
07 the Inferences relative to the Hol 8 ri, 
1. THAT the proper diſtin& perſonal ſubſiſt- 


ence of the Holy — as a diſtinct agent poſ- 
ſeſſing 


| LC. 1 
ſeſſing intelligence and activity properly his own, 
can be proved from Scripture, as that of the 
Father and the Son has been, does not appear; 
becauſe no name or action appears to be pro- 
perly and excluſively aſcribed to the Holy Spirit. 

To ſuppoſe that the Holy Spirit is a diſtinct 
perſon from the Father and the Son of the 
ſame ſubſtance, and in all reſpects equal with 
the Father, is not only unſupported from 
Scripture, but expreſsly contradicts the clear- 
eſt doctrine therein revealed; that is, the unity 
of the ſupreme Being. 

Nothing can be more plain than this, that 
if the property of being unbegotten or unori- 

inated be eſſential to the Father, and exclu- 
— proper to him, no other perſon can have 
the ſame eſſential property; and ſo no other 
perſon can in all reſpects be equal to him. 

If the Holy Spirit is a proper perſon, di- 


ſtin& from the Father, and if the Father and 


the Spirit have the ſame ſubſtance, eſſence or 
being, it would follow of conſequence, that 
this eſſence is diviſible, or elſe that it acts 
differently at the ſame time. This appears to 
be a neceſſary and unavoidable conſequence ; 
for when the Father is ſaid to ſend the Holy 
Spirit, it is evident, that ſending and being 
ſent, neceſſarily imply different kinds of agen- 
cy, or rather the one is active and the other 
ive. Now, can the conſequence be avoid- 
- ed? that either a part of the ſupreme eſſence, 
is ſending in the perſon of the Father, and a 
part of the ſame eflence is ſent in the perſon 
of the Spirit, which neceſſarily implies a divi- 
ſion of that one eſſence or ſubſtance; or elſe, 
that 
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that the whole eſſence or divine Being, is 


ſending and ſent at the ſame inſtant ; which 1s 


as evident a contradiction as can be conceived. 

2. The agency and attributes aſcribed to the 
Holy Spirit, being ſuch as appear incompetent 
for any finite being : It appears from thence, 


that the Holy Spirit cannot be conceived of as 
a creature. EY 8 | 


The acts of creation, &'c. are not only a- 
ſcribed to the Spirit, as in the texts before 
quoted, but alſo the attributes of omnipre- 
ſence, &c. as Pſal. cxxxix. 7. where the Spirit 
and preſence of the Lord are ſpoke of as ſy- 
nonomous. 

3. Since the names, actions and attributes 
aſcribed to the Holy Spirit in Scripture, do 
not prove proper perſonality, and yet are ſuch 
as cannot be aſcribed to any creature: It ap- 
pears fromthence, that the Holy Spirit is the out- 


going of the perfections of the inviſible God, 


or his effective energy, in and through his 
only begotten Son. 8 

The name Spirit, or Holy Spirit, ſeems 
very ſuitable to expreſs this; for the Hebrew 
word (M r4h,) rendered ſpirit, appears pri- 


marily to ſignify the wind, the breath of ani- 


s, or air in motion; and by analogy is ap- 


plied to the intelligent nature of man, by which 
the volitions of the mind and motions of the 


body are performed; and ſo to inviſible agents 
or agencies in general, as Pſal. civ. 4. He 
* maketh his angels (y rubut) ſpirits.” It 
is alſo applied to the temper and diſpoſition 
of the mind; cither as it tends to good, as a 
ſpirit of wiſdom, an upright, meek, humble 

2 C ſpirit, 


E 
fpirit, and a ſpirit of grace and ſupplication, &c. 
or as it tends to evil, a ſpirit of ſlumber, an 
evil, haughty, haſty ſpirit, and a ſpirit of per- 
verſeneſs, c. The Greek word (mnraupa, 
pneuma) commonly rendered ſpirit, anſwers to 
the Hebrew word (fy rub) rendered ſpirit, 
and hath much the ſame ſignifications. It is 
rendered wind, John iii. 8. The tendency of 


the law, or what divine revelation was given 
to effect, is called the Spirit, 2 Cor. iii. 6. And 


the name Spirit, is given to theſe inſpirations . 


that were beſtowed on ſome in the apoſtolic 
age, by which they were enabled and excited 
to declare divine truth, 1 Cor. xiv. 22. . 

But this laſt inference is not only ſupported 
from the primary ſignification of the. word 


rendered Spirit, and its various applications; 


but alſo from ſundry paſſages in Scripture, 


where the Holy Spirit appears very plainly | 


to ſignify the outgoing, or manifeſtation of the 
perfections of the inviſible God, or his effective 
energy. | 

The outgoing of the perfection of power, or 
ert yeta / Ts duraoFou, the energy of power, as it is 
called, Philip. iii. 21. appears to be uſed as ſy- 


nonomous with the Holy Spirit in the following 


texts, Luke 1. 35. © 'The Holy Spirit ſhall 
% come upon thee, and the power of the 
« Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee.” Acts 
x. 38. How God anointed Jeſus of Naza- 
c reth with the Holy Spirit and with power.“ 
We have no ground to think that in theſe paſ- 
ſages power ſignifies any thing diſtinct from 
the Holy Spirit; but rather that it is explana- 
tory of what is meant by the Holy Spirit in 
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© thekc paſſages; which it evidently is, if the 
words were read as they might be, agreeable 
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to the original ; namely thus, The Holy Spirit 
ſhall come upon thee, even the power of the Highe/t 
ſhall overſhadow thee.— God anointed Feſus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit, even with power. 
(For the Greek conjunction 4 kai ſignifies even 
as well as and). It was by the Spirit of God 
that Jefus Chriſt wrought miracles, Matth. 
xii. 28. But if I by the Spirit of God caſt 
“ out devils.” But this is aſcribed to power, 
Luke v. 17. And the power of the Lord 
« was preſent to heal them.” The apoſtles 
were to be baptized with the Holy Spirit, Acts 
i. 5. Which is called a being endued with 
power from on high, Luke xxiv. 49. The 
quickening efficacy of the Holy Spirit in raiſ- 


ing Chriſt from the dead, 1 Pet. iti. 18. Is 
called the working of the mighty power. of 


God, Eph. i. 19. And it appears to be the 


* Holy Spirit that is meant, when it is ſaid, 


2 Pet. i. 3. According as his divine power 
* hath given us all things that pertain to life 
and godlineſs.“ 

The Spirit, or Spirit of God, appears alſo to 


be ſynonomous with wiſdom, Exod. xxxi. 4. 


* And I have filled him with the Spirit of 
* God, in wiſdom,” c. The Spirit of God 
with which Bazaleel is here ſaid to be filled, 


is ſaid to conſiſt in wiſdom, and in underſtand- 


ing, and in knowledge. It is alſo ſaid, Acts 
vi. 10. And they were not able to reſiſt the. 
* wiſdom and ſpirit by which he ſpake,“ or 
they were not able to reſiſt the wiſdom even 
the /pirit by which he ſpake. And being full 
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of goodneſs, and filled with all knowledge, 
Rom. xv. 14. Seems to import the ſame wit 
being filled with the Spirit, Eph. v. 18. ” {7 

Perſons being ſaid to be anointed with the 
ſpirit, .or to have the ſpirit poured out, or put 
upon them; doth alſo. lead us to this idea of 
the Holy Spirit. And we find the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is ſaid to be anointed with the Holy 
Spirit, Acts iv. 27.— Jeſus whom thou haſt 
© anointed.” Acts x. 38. God anointed 

„ Jeſus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit.“ 
Believers are alfo ſaid to be anointed with the 
Holy Spirit, 2 Cor. i. 21. © Now he who ſta- 
e bliſheth- us with you in Chriſt, and hath a- 
* nointed us is God.” 1 John ii. 20, 27. 
« But ye have an unction from the Holy One, 
e and ye know all things ;—and the anoint- 
< ing which ye have received of him, abideth 


* in you; and ye need not that any man 
teach you; but as the ſame 3 teach- 


eth you of all things.” To much the ſame 
purpoſe, the Spirit is faid to be put upon 
Chriſt, and poured upon believers. Ifa. xhi. 1. 
J have put my Spirit upon him.“ Matth. 
Xii. 18. I will put my Spirit upon him.” 
Prov. i, 23. © I will pour out my Spirit upon 
„ you.” Iſa. xxxii. 15. Till the Spirit be 
ce poured upon us from on high.” Iſa. xliv. 3. 
c will pour my Spirit upon thy ſeed. Ezek. 
xxxix. 29. For I have poured out my Spirit 
C upon the houſe of Iſrael.” Joel ii. 28.“ I 
ce will pour out my Spirit upon all fleſh.” 

As it would be an impropriety of ſpeech to 
ſay one perſon is anointed with another, or 
that one perſon 1s poured out upon — 
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ſo we never find in Scripture, that the Fathef 


is ſaid to be poured out, or that Chriſt or be- 
lievers are anointed with the Father. Nor 
yet that the Son is poured out upon believers, 


or that they are anointed with him. The Fa- 


ther and the Son being each a proper perſon. 
This conſideration tends alſo to prove, that the 
name Holy Spirit is an imperſonal name, ex- 
preſſing not a perſon, or intelligent being di- 
ſtinct from the Father and the Son; but the 
outgoing of the perfections of the inviſible 


God, or his effective energy in and through 
his only begotten Son. 


This idea of the Spirit ſeems alſo to accord 
well with what is ſaid of the Spirit being given 


to Chriſt and to believers through him. It is 


faid concerning Chriſt, that the Father giveth 
not the Spirit by meaſure unto him, John 11. 
34-3 which ſeems to intimate, that the per- 
fections of power, wiſdom and goodneſs, are 
communicated to him in an unmeaſurable or 
mfinite degree. But as creatures can only re- 
ceive theſe through him, and that by meaſure, 


or in a finite degree; ſo a proper meaſure is 


given to every one, as infinite wiſdom ſees fit 

tor every one to profit withal, 1 Cor. xil. 7. 
Agreeable to this alſo, we find the Spirit 
differently denominated in Scripture. The 
energy of God the Father communicated to, 
or operating upon the only begotten Son ; is 
called the Spirit of God, or the Spirit of him 
that raiſed Jeſus from the dead, as Matth. xii. 
28.—“ But if I caſt out devils by the Spirit 
of God.“ Rom. viii. 11. © But if the Spirit 
of him that raiſed up Jeſus from the dead,” 
C43 Cc. 


ft 3 
c. The ſame energy as communicated un- 
to, or operating upon creatures, is called the 
Spirit of God, or the Spirit of Chriſt; 1 John 
iv. 12, 13. No man hath ſeen God at any 
time. Hereby know we that we dwell in 
him, and he in us, becauſe he hath given us 


of his Spirit.” Gal. iv. 6. © God hath ſent 


e forth the Spirit of his Son.” Rom. viii. . 
“If any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he 
is none of his.“ " | 

As this divine energy, or operative influ- 
ence, that regulates the univerſe, and rules in 
a particular manner in the hearts of true be- 
lievers, is called the Spirit of God the Father, 
as proceeding from him as the original ſource ; 
and is called the Spirit of the Son, as commu- 
nicated through him to all created beings : So 
the Spirit is ſaid to be ſent by the Father as 
the firſt cauſe of all divine operation, (John xiv. - 
16, 26.;) and to be ſent by the Son, (John xv. 
26.) as the medium between infinite, and fi- 
nite nature, the agent by whom the Father ef- 
fects all his purpoſes, and he who by the Fa- 


. ther's appointment, is the fupreme Governor 


of the univerſe. The joint manifeſted opera- 
tions, or influence of the Father and the Son, 
in the world and in the heart, appears to be 
that which is moſt commonly expreſſed by the 
name Holy Spirit, or Spirit of God; ſo the 
promiſe of the Holy Spirit to dwell with and 
abide in believers, (John xiv. 17.) is the ſame 
with the promiſe that the Father and the Son 
would come unto them, and make their abode 
with them, verſe 23. 
As there are different names given to the 
= Spirit 


rit 
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Spirit in Scripture, expreſſive of the original 


derivation and manner of manifeſtation, as has 
been noticed; ſo there are alſo different names 
expreſſive of the different effects produced by 
the Spirit, ſuch as the ſpirit of wiſdom, Iſa. 
xi. 2. and Eph. i. 17. The ſpirit of underſtand- 


ing, the ſpirit of judgment, and the ſpirit of 


might, Iſa. xi. 2. The fpirit of fear, 2 Tim. 
i. 7. The ſpirit of bondage, Rom. viii. 15. The 
ſpirit of adoption, Rom. viii. 15. 'The ſpirit of 
faith, 2 Cor. iv. 13. The ſpirit of grace, Heb. 
x. 29. The ſpirit of glory, 1 Pet. iv. 14. 

This might be further illuſtrated from the 
name Spirit, being given to an oppoſite influ- 
ence or energy, and that in a very ſimilar way 
in Scripture. Thus we find the expreſſions. 
The ſpirits of devils, Rev. xvi. 14. The ſpirit of 
Antichriſt, 1 John iv. 3. The ſpirit of the world, 
1 Cor. ii. 12. Theſe names point out the ſources 
from whence the evil influence expreſt by the 
name Spirit proceeds; and we find others alſo 


expreſſive of its effects, ſuch as the ſpirit of 


ſlumber, Rom. xi. 8. The ſpirit of error, 1 John 

iv. 6. The ſpirit of whoredoms, Hoſea iv. 12. 

And a ſpirit of perverſeneſs, Ifa. xix. 14. 
The ſubſtance of the foregoing inferences 


is this, That there is one God the Father, of 


whom are all things; who is the fountain of 
all being and perfection, and in whom all re- 
ligious worſhip ſhould terminate as the ſu- 
preme Object. Who being a moſt perfect, 
ſelf-exiſting, free intelligent agent, of his own 
will, for the communication and manifeſtation 
of his perfections, brought forth his only be- 
gotten Son, the expreſs image of his perſon, 

and 
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and d brighttef of his glory, and that before any 
creature had a being, or the ages of creature- 
exiſtence began; by whom he conftituted the 
ages, created, preſerves and governs all things. 

That there is one Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, by 
whom are all things, who is the only begotten 
Son, and image of the inviſible God, and the 
firſt born of every creature ; who, in due time, 
was ſent into the world, to aſſume the body 
prepared for him, ſuffer and die on account of 
ſinners; who roſe agam from the dead, and 
is by the Father exalted to the right hand of the 
Majeſty on high, and conſtitute the ſovereign. 
Lord and final Judge of the quick and dead. 

That there is one Spirit or divine energy 
which, conſidered as reſting upon the Son of 
God, is the Spirit or energy of the Father 
ſimply conſidered, as operating immediately 
from himſelf, whereby the Father is m the 

Son, and he in the Father. And, conſidered 
as reſting upon believers, the Holy Spirit is the 
Spirit or joint energy of the Father and the 
Son. Being derived from the Father, and 
communicated by Chriſt as Mediator, is pro- 
perly a mediatory energy or influence, by which 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is ſaid to dwell in be- 
hevers, and they in him. All the outgoings 
of divine energy, or communication of divine 
perfe&ions, as terminating in or upon crea- 
tures, ſeem to come under this defignation, 
whatever be the manner of manifeſtation or 
communication. 

Our Lord doth very plainly point out the 
gradation of this energy, John xvil. 23. © in 
them, and thou in me, that they may be 

made 
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« made perfect in one.” Agreeable to this 
alſo, the apoſtle Paul ſays, 1 Cor xi. 3. © But 
« ] would have you to know, that the head 
ce of every man is Chriſt, —and the head of 
« Chriſt is God.“ egy: 

But as theſe things. relate to objects that 
cannot be comprehended by finite capacities, 
our ideas of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, muſt be exceedingly imperfect ; and we 
even fail in giving a juſt repreſentation of the 
imperfe& ideas we attain : For we cannot 


c order pur ſpeech aright by reaſon of dark- 


<« neſs,” and ſo are ready to © darken counſel 
by words without knowledge.” Job xxxvil. 
19. and xxxvili. 2. ; 

Words without ideas, are certainly words 
without wiſdom in the higheſt ſenſe of the 
words; it has therefore been humbly attempt- 
ed under this head, to ſuggeſt ſuch ideas as ap- 
pear to be natively expreſſed by the words of 


divine inſpiration. 


H E A D IV. 


An Enquiry into the Strength or Propriety of 


the. ObjeQtions, that are, or may be ſup- 
poſed to be made againſt the foregoing In- 
ferences, ; 


SEC. I. 


Of Objectiont againſt what is ſaid of the Perſon 

of ihe Exthin . / 4 2 
I. Ir will perhaps be objected, that ſince it 
is ſaid, there are three that bear record in 
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Spirit, and theſe three are one, John v. 7. 

| there 
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there muſt be three perſons in one eſſence; 


and therefore the perſon of the Father cannot 


be faid to include the whole unoriginated eſ- 
ſence, more than the Word or the Holy Spirit. 
In anſwer to this it may be obſerved, that 
if the word of God is allowed to be its own 


interpreter, different perſons concurring in the 


_ fame work will not prove equality; nor will 
their being ſaid to be one, prove that they are 
one individual ſubſtance. For Paul the apoſtle 
fays of himſelf and others, 1 Cor. iii. 9. We 
* are labourers together with God.” The 


word ovrepyo, ſignifies co-workers. John the 


Baptiſt. came for a witneſs, John 1. 7. and he 
did bear witneſs, John v. 33. And the Father 
himſelf alſo hath born witneſs, verſe 37. And 
1 John v. 8. There are three that bear witneſs 
on earth, the Spirit, the Water and the Blood, 
Now nothing can be more evident than this, 


that the unity of action ſpoken of in theſe texts, 


no way proves equality among thoſe to whom 
the actions are aſcribed ; and ſince that is the 
_ caſe, witneſs-bearing, or bearing record, being 
aſcribed to the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Spirit, cannot of itſelf be a proof of equa- 
| lity. And as to the expreſſion theſe three are 
one; we find ſundry ſimilar expreſſions in 
Scripture, and the import of theſe ſhould be 
conſidered in order to the more certain under- 
ſtanding of this. It is ſaid of man and wife, 
they ſhall be one fleſh, Gen. ii. 24. Matth. 
xix. 5. Mark x. 8. 1 Cor. vi. 16. And he 
that is joined to the Lord is ſaid to be one 


ſpirit. But none can rationally affirm, that 


the fleſh of a man and his wife are individually 
the 
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the ſame; nor that the ſpiritual nature of 
Chriſt, and the ſpiritual nature of believers are 


1 individually the ſame ſubſtance; though the 


expreſſions are more direct for theſe things, 
than the words theſe three are one, are to prove 
one ſubſtance : For ſubſlance is not mentioned 


in this laſt; whereas fleſb and ſpirit, are expreſs- 


ly named in the former. Again it is ſaid, Gen. 
xi. 6. The people is one.“ 1 Cor. iii. 8. 
% Now he that planteth and he that water- 
te eth are one.” By being ane in theſe texts, 
appears to be meant, one in ſentiment, deſign, 
and endeavour ; not one in being or eflence. 
When therefore our Lord ſays, John x. 30. 
J and my Father are one.” And when it is 
faid, 1 John v. 7. Theſe three are one.“ 
The words are one, ſimply confidered, can be 


no proof that they are one ſubſtance ; ſince the 


very ſame words have undoubtedly another 
ſignification in other places. ; 
But the ſenſe inſiſted for in the objection, 
with reſpect to the words are one ; is not only 
rendered doubtful from what has been quoted 


of ſimilar expreſſions ; but poſitively overturn- 
ed by our Lord's expreſs words, John 


xvli. 11. 22. That they may be one as we 
The glory which thou gaveſt me I 
have given them, that they may be one as we 
are one.“ Here in the 11th verſe, the union 
our Lord prays for to his apoſtles is compared 


| to the union between him and the Father ; for 


he prays that they might be one as he and the 
Father. And this fimilarity of union he re- 
peats verſe 22. with an emphaſis, that they may 
be one (lays he) even as we are one. 7 

Hence 


7 


| by | 
1 Hence it appears very evident, that what- 
ever kind of union it was that Chriſt prayed 
for to his diſciples, the ſame kind of union muſt 
be meant when he ſays, / and my Father are one ; 
and when it is ſaid, theſe three are one. But 
ain it is that unity of eſſence was not that 
which he prayed for to them; therefore unity 
of efſence cannot be meant by theſe expreſſions, 
I and my Father are one, and theſe three are one. 
As conſideration of theſe texts with their con- 
texts, may perhaps alſo help to diſcover what 
is meant by the union ſpoken of. With re- 
ſpect to John x. 30. our Lord had been ſpeak- 
ing of the protection his ſheep would have by 
being in his, and his Father's hand ; verſe 
28, 29. © neither ſhall any pluck them out of 
cc my hand. My Father who gave them (gel 
ce to me is greater than all; and none is able 
cc to pluck them out of my Father's hand.“ 
Here is plainly one thing aſcribed to the Father 
and the Son; namely that of protecting thoſe. 
called his ſheep; and this unity of action and 
deſign appears to be that which is intimated in 


the words that immediately follow, verſg/39 
c J and my Father are one.” Which - 
ſion, or phraſe, is very ſimilar to what is 
faid of Paul and Apolos, who were purſuing | 
one work and defign, namely that of propa- 
gating the goſpel, 1 Cor. ii. 8. He that 
<« planteth and he that watereth are one,” 
And with reſpect to John v. 7. Theſe three 
te are one.” It is very plain that it is the wit- 
neſs or teſtimony to the truth of the goſpel, 
that the apoſtle is chiefly inſiſting on both in 
the foregoing and following verſes. It ap- 


pears 
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pears therefore to be the unity of teſtimony, 


not eſſence, that is ſpoken of in the text. And 


from the whole of the texts with which this has 


been compared, it is evident that it cannot ſup- 


port the objection that ĩs founded upon it. 
2. It will perhaps be objected further, that 
the apoſtles being commanded to baptize in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit; theſe three muſt be one ſubſtance 
equal in power and glory. b 
Anſwer, It is difficult to conceive how an ar- 


1 gument for equality and unity of eſſence can be 
drawn from this command. It has been alled- 


ged that its being ſaid, in the name, and not in 


the namel, is a proof of the unity contended for 
in the objection. There appears, however, to be. 


no ſtrength, to ſay no worſe of it, in this form 
of reaſoning ; for it is very evident that the 
word name is to be underſtood as if it were re- 
peated with the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
For when it 1s ſaid, © Baptizing them in the 
* name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit ;** it is the ſame, or of the ſame 
import, as to ſay, « Baptizing them in the 
„name of the Father, and in the name of the 
Son, and in the name of the Holy Spirit.“ 
If this is not the ſenſe what does the name re- 
fer to? or what is meant by it? If it does not 
refer to, or mean the name of the Father, the 
name of the Son, and the name of the Hol 

Spirit; it would ſeem that the text ſhould in 
part, have read the very reverſe of what it doth; 


that is, it ſhould have read, Baptizing them in 


the name not of the Father, nor the Son, nor the 
Holy Spirit, but in the name that denotes the 
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unity of their eſſence. I ſuppoſe any one may 
ſee the abſurdity of this, and what difficulties 


it would preſent to a ſerious enquirer; while 
the text, as it ſtands, is ſuited to convey inſtruc- 


tion to the moſt ordinary capacity. 


The expreſſion, or phraſe, in the name Fg 
fometimes ſignifies by the authority, or power * 


of the perſon expreſſed by the name. As Acts 
iii. 6. © In the name of Jeſus Chriſt of Naza- 
„ reth, riſe up and walk.” And Acts iv. 7, 
10. By what power, or by what name have 
& ye done this? By the name of Jeſus 
«© Chriſt of Nazareth, whom ye crucified,” 
The words rendered by in the 7. and 10. ver- 
ſes, are the ſame in the original with that 
rendered in, chap. iii. 6. But it is a different 
word that is uſed, Matth. xxviii. 19. In this 
it is ec à prepoſition which ſignifies, in, into, to, 
or wnto ; moſt commonly into. | 
Baptiſm appears therefore to ſignify, an en- 
terance into the profeſſion of a belief of, and 
communion and fellowſhip with the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit ; and by the ad- 
miniſtration of this ordinance, the name of 


God is as it were put upon a perſon, and is 


openly ſhown or manifeſted when what is ſig- 
nified by that ordinance is truly profeſſed ; 
and hence the followers of the Lamb are ſaid 
to have the Father's name upon their fore- 
heads. To be baptized in or into the name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 


may therefore fitly ſignify, that thereby bap- 


tized perſons have the name of the Father, the 


Son, and the Holy Spirit put upon them, and 


are entered into an obligation to profeſs what- 
ever 
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ever the Scriptures reveal concerning the Fa- 
ther, Son and Spirit. We 
Baptiſm ſeems chiefly to repreſent, a dying 
unto fin, and a living unto righteouſneſs ; for 
Rom. vi. 3, 4.—“ So many of us were bap- 
« tized (ee) into Jeſus. Chriſt, were baptized 


(eic) into his death. We are buried with him 


« by baptiſm, that like as Chriſt was raiſed 


from the dead by the glory of the Father; 


* ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life.“ 
When therefore the thing ſignified by baptiſm 
is effected, through the efficacy of the Holy 
Spirit communicated through Jeſus Chriſt ; 
the love of God the Father therein manifeſted, 
being apprehended, will ſhed abroad a love to 
him in the heart ; and a fellowſhip with him 
and his Son Jeſus Chriſt being effected; it 
will be more and more promoted by the com- 
munion and fellowſhip of the Holy Spirit, mi- 
niſtering joy and peace, through the knowledge 


#] of the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom 
he hath ſent. | 


From the whole it appears, that this text 
Matth. xxvili. 19. teaches nothing particularly 
deciſive, as to the import of the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; but 
obliges in general to a belief of what is more 
fully revealed concerning each of them in the 
Scriptures at large. 

3. It is ſtrongly urged by ſome, that the 
plural form of the name AlLEIu, generally ren- 
dered God; and the expreſſions, let us make 
man in eur image, and the man is become like 
one of uc, and ſuch like; are clear proofs of a 


Plurality of perſons in the unity of the eſſence. 


D 2. * 


| ET 
A-more particular anſwer to- what is argued 
from theſe, and from the cherubim, &c. is re- 
ſerved for an appendix ; where the original 
words, Oc. will be more particularly enquired 
into. Only in the general, it may be obſerved, 
that any perſon of ordinary capacity who can 
read the Engliſh tranflation of the Bible, may 
reſt fully fatisfied, that they are in no danger 
from not believing the name Aleim to be plu- 
ral, in the text where this ſenſe is moſt inſiſted 
for, and where this plural ſenſe is moſt neceſſa- 
ry in order to eſtabliſh the doctrine of a plura- 
lity in the unity of the eſſence. The text that 
is moſt inſiſted on for this purpoſe, is Deut. iv. 
6. Hear O Ifrael, the Lord our God is one 
Lord.“ In this text, the word rendered 
Lord, is * IxUE or JEHOVAH, and the word 
rendered God, is“ ALEIM; hence it is ar- 
gued, Aleim being of a plural form, and Jeu 
of a ſingular form; a plurality in unity is 
thereby proved. It is however very unfavour- 
able for this argument, that our Lord has in- 
terpreted this verfe very differently; for Mark 
xii. 29. Jeſus anſwered him, The firſt of all 
„ the commandments is, Hear O Iſrael, the 
& Lord our God is one Lord,” c. None 
can ſay that the Greek word Orc rendered 
God, is plural. It ſeems therefore plain, that 
our Lord did not view the word Aleim to be 
plural in the ſenſe that is required to ſupport 
the argument for a plurality in unity ; nor did 
he make any uſe of the text to ſupport this 
doctrine, which the objectors think ſo neceſlary 
| | to 


* Por the grammatical conftruction, and ſignifica- 
tion of theſe words, ſee the Appendix. 
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to be believed: On the contrary, their doc- 


trine is reverſed by their own form of reaſon- 
ing; for, ſay they, becauſe Aleim is plural and 


Febovah ſingular; therefore a plurality in the 


unity of the eſſence is proved. But Chriſt the 
Son of God who is the beſt interpreter, hath 
rendered the word Aleim ſingular; therefore 


Aleim being ſingular, and Jehovah N 


an unity of perſon, or one perſon in the eſſence, 
is proved. : 


With reſpe& to the expreſſion, “ let us 


* make man in our mage.” If it is only 


conſidered, that Jeſus Chriſt the only begotten 


Son of God, was brought forth before any 


creature was made, that he was with God the 
Father in the beginning, and brought up with 
him: In that cale, it is plain, that the Father 


might, with ſtrict propriety, ſay to the Son, 


Let us make man, c. This conſtderation of 
the Father and the Son, as perſonally diſtinct 
from the beginning, accounts for all the plural 
expreſſions we find in Scripture ; ſo that all 
theſe do perfectly agree with the foregoing infer- 
ences, though none of them will prove equa- 
lity, or a plurality of perſons in one eſſence 


as may be more fully ſhown in the Appendix. 


| SECT, II. 

J Objeftions againſt what is ſaid of the Perſon 
of the Son. „ 

Ir will likely be objected by ſome, © That 


. © what is ſaid concerning the perſon of the 


Son, is inconſiſtent with that doctrine, which 
* holds the Son to be co-equal and co-eternal 
with the Father; which doctrine has been 


3 long 


1 4 1 
© long and generally held by the church, and 
« ſupported by the teſtimony of Scripture.” 

That what is ſaid concerning the Son in the 
_ foregoing inferences, is inconſiſtent with his 
being co-equal and co-eternal with the Father, 
is readily granted; and that the doctrine of co- 
equality and co- eternity, c. hath been long 
and generally held, is not denied; but it is 
humbly preſumed, that the Scriptures of truth 
will give no teſtimony in ſupport thereof, if al- 
lowed to ſpeak their own language. With re- 
ſpect to church authority, it does not well be- 
come Proteſtants to urge that as a proof of 
any doctrine; but it appears to be the chief, 
if not the only authority that can be brought 
in ſupport of it, like many other doctrines that 
have been fabricated and eſtabliſhed, in what 
Papiſts' call the Catholic church. 


Mr Brightman obſeves, that in the firſt coun- 


cil of Nice, when they eſtabliſhed their decrees 
concerning the Trinity, and the obſervation of 
Eaſter ; they alſo made canons concerning ec- 
cleaſtic dignity, and gave the Biſhop of Rome 
the primacy of order.—It is no very promiſing 
circumſtance, (at leaſt for its conformity to the 
ſimple truth,) that it ſhould be enacted by the 
ſame council that enacted ſuperſtition, and fa- 


voured antichriſtian uſurpation in the church; 


and that it was moſtly encouraged and promoted 
in the church of Rome, which has been ſo re- 
markable for confuſed myſteries, as to acquire in 
ſacred write, the name of MYSTERY BA- 
BVLON, that is, confuſed myſtery, or myſtery 
of confuſion. 5 
The manner in which it is alledged the 
| Scriptures 
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Scriptures ſupport the doctrine of equality, 
Ec. is, by aſcribing the ſame names, works 
and worſhip to the Father and the Son. 

In anſwer to this, it may be obſerved in ge- 
neral, that what is here alledged is not ſtrictl 
true; nay, it is falſe in the chief and funda- 
mental parts. For it has been ſhown, that 
the Scriptures aſcribe names and actions to the 
Father, that are no where aſcribed to the Son, 


which appear ſufficiently to juſtify the forego- 


ing inferences. But ſome names and actions 
are aſcribed in common to the Father and the 
Son; and from theſe it is argued to the fol- 
lowing effect. 5 

1. The name God being frequently applied 
to the Father, and ſundry times alſo applied to 
the Son; it is .argued from thence, that the 
Son muſt be equal with the Father. 

Anſwer, The texts that are common 
brought for proof of this, viz. Pſal. xlv. 6. and 


Heb. i. 8. are very unfavourable for the ar- 


gument; for though the Son is called God in 
theſe texts, yet the Father is called his God; 
and this as evidently proves an inequality be- 
tween the Father and the Son, as the Son's 
being called God over all, proves an inequa- 
lity between him and all created beings. 

But if the name God being applied to the 
Son, will ſimply prove that he is equal with 
the Father, muſt not the application of it to 
others prove with equal force, that they alſo 
are equal with him. We find it applied to 
men, Exod. vii. 1. and xxi. 6. And the Lord 


„ faid unto Moſes, ſee I have made thee a 


0 god unto Pharoah.— Then his maſter. 


& ſhall 


5 1 

“ ſhall bring him unto the judges.” The word 
rendered judges is gods in the Hebrew. Alſo 
Pfal. Ixxxii. 6. I faid ye are gods, but ye 
* ſhall die like men.” The name god is alſd 
applied to angels, Pſal. xcvii. 7. Worſhip him 
all ye gods.” Which is rendered Heb. i. 6. 
And let all the angels of God worſhip him.“ 
From theſe applications of this very important 
name, it may be ſeen how inconcluſive this 
argument is, which is founded on a ſimilarity 
of names. For the import or ſignification of 
this name, and ſome others, ſee the Appendix, 
where this ſubject is intended to be more par- 
ticularly treated of. Only it may here be fur- 
ther obſerved, that theſe applications of the 
name God, do clearly ſnew that it is ſometimes 
uſed in a ſupreme, and ſometimes in a ſubor- 
dinate ſenſe. It is applied to the Father in the 
moſt ſupreme ſenſe, he being the God as well 
as the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
through him the God and Father of all ; and 
no one being ever ſaid to be his God or Fa- 
ther. The Father is therefore God as none 
elſe is. This name is alſo applied to the Son 
in a ſupreme ſenſe, compared to that in which 
it is applied to any creature, for he is God and 
Lord over all created beings. But ſtill in a 
ſubordinate ſenſe compared to that in which 
it is applied to the Father, who is his God, 
and by whom he is made both Lord and Chrilt. 
And thus the Lord Jeſus Chrilt, is truly God 
in a ſenſe in which none elſe is. 

2. It is argued, that the ſame works or aQs 


are aſcribed to the Father and the Son, ay 4 
: ore 
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fore the Father and the Son are equal in power 
and glory. | 

Anſwer, It is evident, that ſome works or 
acts are aſcribed to the Father in Scripture, 
which are no where aſcribed to the Son, as be- 
fore noticed ; ſo that this proof, allowing it 
to be concluſive, ſo far as it goes, would be 
very defective. | 1 

But the works that are moſt inſiſted on, in 
favour of the objection, may be conſidered, ſuch 
as creation, regeneration and working miracles 

That all things were created by Jeſus Chriſt 
the Son of God, is very evident from many 
places of Scripture, as Col. 1. 16. © For by 
him were all things created that are in hea- 
ven, and that are upon earth, viſible and 
„ inviſible, whether they be thrones or do- 
„ minions, or principalities or powers, all things 
„ were created by him and for him.” John 
k 3. © All things were made by him, and with- 
* out him was not any thing made that was 
made.“ It is alſo very evident, that the 
Father is the Creator of all things; this is ſup- 
poſed in the objection, and therefore no proof 
need be offered here. Now, it is evident from 
the nature of things, that two or more agents 
cannot do the ſame work, ſo as each of them 
to do the whole of it in the ſame manner; 
for if the whole is done by one, there can re- 
main nothing for the other to do. There is 
none among the ſons of men that can be com- 
pared unto God, neither is there any work 
that they can do like his, either as to matter 
or manner; yet, a conſideration of ſome of 

theſe may help to lead us toward a more juſt 

| | 1 and 
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| and diſtin conſideration of what he hath 


revealed to us, concerning the manner of 

his working. What is faid of the build- 
ing of the temple, may perhaps tend a little to 
this. We find the building of the temple 
aſcribed to Solomon, 1 Kings vi. 14. 2 Chron. 
chapters 3. and 4. where he is ſaid in particu- 
lar to have made à molten ſea, &c. Now this 
fame work is aſcribed to Hiram, 1 Kings vii. 
14. He came to Solomon, and did all his 
« work ;** and among other things it is parti- 
cularly faid, verſe 23. he made a molten 
& ſea.” I ſuppoſe no body will infer, that be- 
cauſe the ſame work is aſcribed to Solomon 
and to Hiram, therefore they were upon a 
rank of equality; it is very eaſy to conceive 
in what Tenſe this work was done both by the 
one and the other. It was done by Solomon, 
in that he laid out the plan, provided the ma- 
terials, and gave ſubſiſtance to Hiram in the 
execution of the work ; and it was done by 


Hiram in that he executed the work accord- - 


ing to the directions he received. Now 
though we cannot conceive of God's works 
and the manner in which he executes them, 
as we can of thoſe of men ; yet we ought to 
form our opinions of them as near as we-can 
according to the revelation he hath been pleaſ- 
ed to favour us with. By this we are taught, 
that there is one God, the Father of whom are 
all things; and one Lord Feſus Chriſt, by whom 
are all things. Here we find a plain difference 
of expreſſion, relative to the Father and the 
Son; all things are ſaid to be of the Father, 
and by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This difference 


of 
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of expreſſion is certainly intended to convey 
d n ten; and what can be ſuppoſed 
ſo likely as this, namely, That all things being 
of God the Father, denotes that they are all 
of or from him as the firſt cauſe; and that 
their being by Jeſus Chriſt, denotes that they 
are all by him as the medium through whom 
the Father's perfections are exerted upon crea- 
tures, and he by whoſe immediate agency 
creation-work was effected. So we are ex- 
preſsly taught, Eph. iii. 9. * That God created 
e all things by Jeſus Chriſt.” From which it 
is evident, that creation is not aſcribed in the 
ſame manner to the Father, and to the Son. 
Thoſe who deny this concluſion, ought to pro- 
duce ſome text, where all things are faid to be 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that he created 
all things by God the Father. Till this is 
done, the doctrine of equality can never be 
ſaid in truth, to be proved from the creation 
of all things being aſcribed to the Son. Since 
it is ſo evidently aſcribed to him in a different 
manner from that in which it is aſcribed to 
the Father. | | 
With reſpect to regeneration, it is very true 
that it is effected by Jeſus Chriſt, who was 
made a quickening Spirit, to revive ſuch as 
are dead in treſpaſſes and fins; and who ſays 
of himſelf, “ Behold, I make all things new.” 
It is ſaid, 1 Pet. i. 3. Bleſſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 
< begotten us again unto a lively hope by the 
s reſurreQtion of Jeſus Chriſt.” In this text 
regeneration is aſcribed to the Father ; but it 


is by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. After 
TTY | Chriſt 
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_ Chriſt aroſe from the dead, he aſcended as a 


glorious Conqueror, unto the right hand of the 
Majeſty on high ; and having received gifts for 
men, as Pſal. Ixviii. 18. he gave gifts to men, 


as Eph. iv. 8. appointing ſome apoſtles, &'c.- 


whoſe miniſtery he made uſe of for effectin 

regeneration ; accordingly the apoſtle Paul ſays 
to the Corinthians, 7 have begotten you through 
the goſpel. But will any ſay that becauſe be- 
lievers are faid to be begotten of God the Fa- 
ther, and that the Corinthian believers were 


begotten by the apoſtle Paul, therefore Paul 


is equal with the Father ? Surely not ; though 
the begetting unto a lively hope is meant in 
both places. How little then can be drawn 
from the ſame works being aſcribed to differ- 


ent perſons, in proof of equality; unleſs it can 


be ſhown that the perſons have performed the 
works in the ſame manner, equally indepen- 
dent of each other. 

But further, the power of working miracles, 
in which the operations of nature are counter- 
acted, or exceeded; being no leſs an evidence 


of divine power, or the power of the Moſt 


High God, than creation itſelf ; it is alledged 
that whoever is poſſeſſed of this power, muſt 
be equal with God the Father. 

It is very certain indeed, that Chriſt poſſeſ- 
ſed this power; but it is alſo certain, that a 
power of this kind was alſo poſſeſſed by his 
apoſtles, and that (it would ſeem) in a very 
ſimilar manner, and no ſmaller degree, in ſome 
reſpect. For ſays our Lord, John xiv. 12. 


&« Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, he that be- 


« Heveth in me, the works that I do, ſhall he 


6 do, 
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6 * and greater works than theſe ſhall he 
do; becauſe 1 80 to my Father.” Now if 
curing the deſeaſed, on raiſing the dead, be 
| a proof that the Son is equal with the Father; 5 
= = j not the ſame works performed by the 


ar It will be ſaid, the apoſtles did all 
their miracles in the name of Chriſt, and by 
a power derived from him. This is very true; 
but did not Chriſt perform all the miracles 
he did, in the name of the Father, and by vir- 
tue of a power received from him? for, John 
v. 19.—“ Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto them, 
6e yerily, verily, I ſay unto you, the Son can 
e do nothing of himſelf, but what things he 
__ ${eeth the Father do; for. what things ſoever 
c he doth, theſe alſo doth the Son likewiſe.” 
Verſe 30. I can of mine own felt do nothing, 
«ag I hear 1 judge.“ John viii. 28. © I do 
<* nothing of myſelf, but as the Father hath 
taught me, I ſpeak theſe thin | 
The miracles that were ar, by the 
Son of God, appear therefore to be no proof 
of his equality with the Father ; the above texts 
prove the reverſe ; nor do we ever find him 
making uſe. of them for that purpoſe ; but ur- 
ging them as proofs that the Father had ſent 
him, John v. 36.“ The works which my Fa- 
ther hath given me to finiſh, the ſame works 
<* that I do, bear witneſs of me that the Father 
ce hath ſent me.” John x. 25. The works 
* that I do in my Father's name, they bear 
“ witneſs of me.“ It might be obſerved that 
the ſame form of expreſſion is here uſed by our 
Lord, that is uſed by the Apoſtles Peter and 
E John, 


es, prove the ſame thing concerning 


% 
Fa. 
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John, Ads in. 6, and iv. 10. Where they fay 


(i) in or by the name of Jeſys, &'c. Our Lora 


fays (ii) in or by the name of my Father, The 


ee evidence of the miracles wrought by our Lord 
vent to prove his divine miſſion, and the truth . 
of his doctrines; the evidence of thoſe per- 


formed by his apoſtles, went to prove that they 
were ſent by Jeſus Chriſt, that he was the pro- 


miſed Meſſiah whom the Father had ſent into 


the world, and that as he taught thoſe things 
that he had heard of the Father; ſo they 


taught thoſe things that they had heard and 
learned of him. For as the Father had ſent 


him into the world, even ſo alſo he ſent them 
into the world. 

23 . It is argued that Chriſt is an object of 

worſhip; and worſhip is due to God only; 


therefore Chriſt is God equal with the Father. 


This argument, like the former, is either looſe 


and inconcluſive, or elſe it proves too much. 


For it is ſaid, 1 Chron. xxix. 20. And all 


ic the congregation blefſed the Lord God of 


ce their fathers, and bowed down their heads 
c and worſhipped the Lord and the king.“ 


Worſhip is here equally aſcribed to the Lord 


and the king ; but will any venture to argue 


from thence that the congregation conſidered - 


the king as equal with the Lord? I humbly 
think, they would worſhip the Lord as the 
ſource and ſupreme cauſe of their being, and 
all their happineſs ; and that they would wor- 
ſhip the king, as one whom the Lord had raiſ- 
ed to a peculiar dignity, and made an inſtru- 
ment in his hand to promote both their civil 
and religious intereſts. But ſuch is the oy 
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al glory and dignity of the Son of God, and ſo 
near and intimate is his union with the Father; 
that it ſeems difficult, by any particular defini- 
tion, to make a proper diſtinction in the wor- 


ſhip due to the Father and the Son. Only it 


is very plain in the general, that the Father is 
worſhipped through the mediation of the Son, 
as the one Mediator between God and men; 


but there is no mediator through whom the 


Son is to be worſhiped. Which very plainly 
- ſhews, that the worſhip that ought to be given. 
to the Son is not in every reſpect the fame with: 
that which ought to be given to the Father. 


But it will perhaps be ſaid, that the worſhip 
muſt be the fame in every reſpea ; for John 


v. 23. * All men ſhould honour the Son, even 


as they honour the Father,”? | 

In anſwer to this, it may be obſerved, that 
in whatever reſpects there may be a ſimilarity ; 
yet there muſt ſtil] be a difference as has been 


noticed, between the Mediator, and him that is 


to be worſhiped through that Mediator ; and 


if the text is conſidered in connection with 


the context, inſtead of proving equality, it will 
prove the very reverſe. For (verſes 19, 20, 21, 22.) 
Then anſwered Jeſus and ſaid unto them, 
< yerily, verily, I ſay unto you, the Son can do 
nothing of himſelf, but what things he ſeeth 


© the Father do; for what things ſoever he 


« doth, theſe alſo doth the Son likewiſe. For 
the Father loveth the Son and ſheweth him 
all things that himſelf doth, and he will ſhew 
him greater works than theſe, that ye may 
* marvel. For as the Father raiſeth up the 
* dead and quickeneth them, even ſo the Son 
3 - © quickeneth: 
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. 


4 quickeneth whom he will. For the Father 


* judgeth (evduucYno one, but hath committed all 


* judgment unto the Son: That all men ſhould 


* honour the Son even as they honour the Fa- 


1 „ ther; he that honoureth not the Son honour- 
& eth wot the Father which hath ſent him;?*. +. 
Here we have the teſtimony of the true and 


faithful witneſs, that the Son can do nothing 
of himſelf, &'c. that the Father hath committed 


all judgment to the Son, that all men ſhould 


* honour him, even as they honour the Father; 
and that thoſe who honour him not on this ac- 
count; and in this manner, honour not the Fa- 
ther who hath ſent him. Surely theſe paſſages 


| inſtead of proving equality, do clearly prove 


what our Lord ſays of himſelf in expreſs words 
in another place, (if any ſayings of his can re- 


ceive proof, for they ſurely need none); what 
he ſays in the place alluded to is, « My Father 4 


is greater than I.“ 

There appears therefore, to be no cel 
argument, in favour of the objection, deducible 
from the worſhip aſcribed to the Son of God, 
in Scripture. 

It will perhaps ſtill be objected, that the 
Scriptures will ſupport the doctrine of equality, 
particularly John v. 18. and x. 33. Philip. ii. 6. 


Anſwer, The firſt and ſecond of theſe texts, 


ſhew a very great ſimilarity between the con- 
duct of the Jews, and that of the objectors. 
The laſt do generally charge things upon thoſe 
they- oppoſe, which they never held ; and the 
firſt charged things upon our Lord which his 


words would not bear. 


It is ſaid, John v. 18. Therefore the Jews 
s ſought 
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& ſought the more to kill him, becauſe he had 
© not only broken the Sabbath-day ; but alſo 


* ſaid that God was his Father, making him- 


« ſelf equal with God.” Now, ſuppoſing the 


Jews mean ſuch an equality as is pled for in tze 
- . objection, can any ſay that our Lord admitted | 
their inference as juſt? We have his anſwer 
in the very next verſe, thus, Then Jeſus an- 
* ſwered and faid unto them, verily, verily I fa 


“ unto you, the Son can do nothing of himſelf, 
« ec.” s it not plain to the meaneſt capacity, 
that the inference made by the Jews and the 
anſwer given by our Lord, are yery different ? 


The inference the Jews make is, that he made 


himſelf equal with God, becaufe he ſaid God was 
his Father. In the anſwer that our Lord gave, 
he aſſerts, the Son can do nothing of himſelf, 
but what he ſeeth the Father -do,—theſe alſo 
doth the Son. From which it appears that 


the doctrine of equality, is not the doctrine of 
the bleſſed Jefus ; but the doctrine of his falſe 
accuſers, betrayers and murderers. And as was 


already hinted, it was afterwards received, che- 
riſhed and brought to maturity, under the name 
of a chriſtian doctrine, in that apoſtate church 


that has betrayed the true intereſts of chriſtia- 


nity, and murdered many of the faithful wit- 
nefles of Chriſt. What words can be conceiv- 
ed of as more deciſive than thoſe made uſe of 
by our Lord? He confirms what he was about 
to ſay with an emphatic affirmation, verily, verily ; 


and then he aſſerts, the Son can do nothing of him- 
fell, &c. By which he expreſsly ſhews that ſon- 


ſhip and equality are incompatible. 
The ſecond text, John x. 33. is. much the 
| — fame 
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fame. Fot here, The Jews anſwered ſaying, 
for a good work we ſtone thee not; but for 
_ '« blaſphemy, and becauſe that thou being a man 
mazkeſt thyſelf God.” The anſwer immedi- 
- © ately follows; © Jeſus anſwered them, is it not 
= © written in your law, I ſaid ye are gods? If he 
„ called them gods, unto whom the word of 
4 God came, and the Scripture cannot be bro- 
„ ken; ſay ye of him whom the Father hath 
& ſanctified and ſent into the world, thou blaſ- 
e phemeſt; becauſe I ſaid I am the Son of God.“ 
_ Theſe words of our Lord contain a twofold an- 
ſwer to the charge of blaſphemy, which the 
Jews made againſt him; for he firſt intimates 
that though he had claimed the title or name 
God, it could not be called blaſphemy in him, 
ſince that name had been given to men; in that 
law to which they profeſſed to adhere. Second, 
he intimates that he had not even claimed this 
name however much intitled to it; all he had 
faid being only that he was the Son of God. 
And in this anſwer he is ſo far from claiming 5 
equality with the Father, that he ſays, he was 
ſanctified and fent into the world by him. It 
appears therefore, that theſe texts inſtead of 
ſupporting the objection, do clearly prove that 
the doctrine objected is true. | | 
With reſpe@ to the third, viz. Philip. ii. 6. | 
“ Who being in the form of God thought it 7 
c no robbery. to be equal with God.” A par- 
ticular enquiry into this verſe, is intended in | 
the Appendix ; it may therefore be ſufficient at 


preſent to obſerve, that he who was in the form 
of God, and thought it no robbery to be as 
God; (for ſo the words may be read, as will be 
9 ſhow ;) 
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ſhown 9 the ſame individual perſon; made im- 5 | 


ſelf of no reputation, (Gr. emptied himſelf,) and 
took upon him the form of a ſervant. Now it 


_ 
* of z 
J 


is evident that a perfon who is altogether im- 


mutable cannot be emptied or take the form 


of a ſervant; if therefore the Son were in every 
reſpect equal with the Father, he would be as 


incapable of theſe things, that are aſcribed to 


him in- this chapter, as the Father is. | 
But to all this, it will perhaps be objected 
further, that all this reaſoning proceeds from 
| ignorance of the Mediator's perſon ; that the 
union of the divine and human natures in the 
perſon of the Mediator, lays a proper foun- 
dation for all theſe inferior characters and 
works aſcribed to him in Scripture, while his 
divine nature lays a foundation for. his being 
equal in all reſpects with the Father. 

In anſwer to this objection, it may be ob- 


ſerved, that thoſe who want to. ſupport it, 


ought to let it be known what they mean | 

the perſon of the Mediator, as conſiſting of 
a divine and human nature; whether they 

think there is only one knowing faculty, will 


and activity in the Son of God, or hath each 


nature a diſtin& knowing faculty, will and ac- 
tivity ? If the firſt is their opinion, they muſt 
either ſuppoſe, that the divine faculties are 


brought down to the human, or that the hu- 


man are raiſed to the divine; or elſe that the 
divine and human are fo united, as that the 
knowing faculty, will and activity of the Me- 
diator, are a medium between divine and hu- 
man. If the laſt is their opinon, they muſt 


hold 
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hold that the Mediator conſiſts of two perſons; 
for a proper diſtinct knowing faculty or intel- 
8 e will and activity, certainly conſtitutes 


Tonality, ſo far as we can conceive of it. 
They will perhaps hold this laſt opinion, and 


* deny i its conſequences; but how juſtly the im- 


partial may judge. They cannot however deny, 


that according to this opinion, the Son knows, 


wills and acts, ſome way as God; and ſome 
things as man ; all the ſtrength of the objec- 


tion, (if it has any.) lies in this. And accord- 
ing to this, it may be affirmed of the perſon of 


the Son of God, (thus compoſed of, or. poſ- 
ſeſling faculties different and diſtin& in their 


exertions ;) that he knows and knows not, wills 


and wills not, does and does not at the ſame 

time. But this would require better evidence 

to ſupport it, than has as yet been brought. 
They ſhould alſo have told what they mean 


by diſtin& perſons in the God-head or Deity, 


as they ſpeak. Whether they think each per- 
ſon is a diſtinct intelligent Being, poſſeſſing 


_ a diſtin will and activity, or that the Supreme 
Eſſence is one intelligent Being, having one 


will and activity? If-the firſt, how will they 
free themſelves from the doftrine, of what is 


called tritheiſm or three Gods? If the laſt, 
where is the foundation for diſtin perſonality? 


But whatever they mean by a diſtinction of 
perſons in the Supreme Eſſence, it is plain, that 
they hold one perſon to be unbegotten, another 
begotten, and another to proceed from the 
other two. In the Weſtminſter Confeſſion 
of Faith, (which is held as a ſtandard of or- 


thodoxy dy the church of Scotland, and ſeve- 
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ral parties that have ſeparated therefrom, ) it 
is ſaid, © The Father is of none, neither be- 


« gotten nor proceeding. The Son is eter- _ 


« nally begotten of the Father, and the Holy 
. « Ghoſt eternally proceeding from the Father 
*« and the Son.” This definition ſeems to be 
very unexceptionable in general, except the 
expreſſions eternally begotten and eternally pro- 
ceeding, which are capable of exceptionable 
ſenſes. One exceptionable ſenſe of eternal ge- 
neration is, that it is a continued act. To ſup- 
pwoſe this, would be attended with the greateſt 
| abſurdity ; for it would ſuppoſe that the act 
of generation ever hath gone on, and ever 
will continue to go on; and confequently 
never will be completed: and ſo the per- 
ſon of the Son neither is nor ever will be 
completely brought forth; which is contra- 
ry to the Scripture doctrine in general, and 
to thoſe texts in particular that ſpeak of his 
generation as a finiſhed act, as Pſal. ii. 7. Prov. 
vili. 24, 25. That the ſending forth of the 
Holy Spirit, is an eternally continued act, 
is every way agreeable to the Scripture ac- 
count of it; for it is by virtue of that divine 
energy called the Holy Spirit, which the Fa- 
ther communicates, or ſends forth through or 
by the mediation of his only begotten - ge 
that all his purpoſes relative to the world in 
general, and believers in particular, are carried 
into effect. And by virtue of the indwelling: 
of the Holy Spirit in a full meaſure, in the 
hearts of believers in their glorified ſtate, they 
will be filled with all the fulneſs of God, be 
ſatisfied with his likeneſs, and rejoice with joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory. 
; | Another 
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Another exceptionable ſenſe of eternal ge- 
naeration is, that he was begotten, or the ge- 
' neration of the Son completed, as ſoon as the 
= perſon of the Father or the unbegotten eſ- 
—_— ieee. 
= - It is very plain, that the name Father is a 


relative name, as well as that of Creator, ex- 


preſſing a certain kind of relation; and as the 


relative name Creator could not be applied to 


the Moſt High, till the act of creation was ex- 


erted; ſo neither could the relative name Fa- 


ther be applied to him, till the act of genera- 
tion was exerted. And it is as plain, that there 
is a twofold priority, that the perſon wo 


creates has, in reſpeQ to what is created by 
him; for firſt, his exiſtence is neceſſarily ſup- 
poſed before he could exert the act of creatt- 


on; and ſecond, the exertion of that act is 


neceſſarily ſuppoſed to be before or precede, 


the exiſtence of any creature. The ſame things 
may be ſaid of generation, the exiſtence of the 


perſon who generates, is neceſſarily ſuppoſed 
to precede the act of generation; and that act 


muſt alſo go before the exiſtence of the perſon 


generated. , 


It is certainly a very juſt inference to infer, 
that ſince God created all things by Jeſus Chriſt, 


therefore no creature can be co- eternal with the 


Father or of equal antiquity with his Son Jeſus 


Chriſt. And is not the inference equally juſt 
and plain, that fince the Moſt High God ge- 


nerated or brought forth his only begotten 


Son ; therefore the Son cannot be co- eternal 
with him by whom he was brought forth. If 


the 


any ſhall fay, the Son may be co- eternal with 
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the Father, though we cannot conceive how 
it can be ſo; another may alſo ſay, the-crea- 


tures may be co- eternal with the Creator, tho? | ij 


we cannot conceive how it can be ſo. 


That co- eternity of perſons, or eternal gent 


ration, ſo much inſiſted for by many, ſeems 


therefore not only to be above our reaſon, as 


they ſay; but to be directly contrary to all the 


reaſons and intelligence that God has been pleaſ- 


, 


of exiſtence. | | 

Several writers have diſcovered theſe inſur- 
mountable difficulties, that preſs upon the doc- 
trine of eternal generation, and therefore have 


ed to endow us with, in this our preſent ſtate 


given it up; though they have ſtill endeavour- 


ed to maintain the doctrine of a Trinity in the 
unity of the eſſence. Theſe have taken v 


different methods to aſcertain the true ſonſhip 
of Chriſt ; ſome have held that ſonſhip has al- 


ways been applicable to Chriſt, ever ſince, and 


even before the world began, in conſequence 


of his human ſoul being brought forth before 


the world began. This may at leaſt be confi. 


dered as a ſtep toward, but does not ſeem to 


take in the proper idea of the perſon of Chriſt 


in his pre-incarnate ſtate z the terms human 
foul and ſuper-angelic ſpirit, being rather too 
diminutive to expreſs the pre-incarnate nature 
of the Son of God. Some again ſeem to hold 
that the ſonſhip of Chriſt, is founded on his 
appointment to certain offices, in the œcono- 
my of redemption ; but ſince, according to 
them, the Holy Spirit, is alſo appointed to cer- 
tain offices, or has certain works aſſigned in 
that ceconomy : ſonſhip according to that 

plan, 
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plan, would be as properly applied to the 


Holy Spirit. A third has afferted, that the 


true ſonſhip of Chriſt reſts wholly upon his in- 


carnation ; and that ſonſfip could never be 


applied to him till after his incarnation. Such 
as aſſert this, ſeem not to advert that there are 


other relations beſides that of ſonſhip, which 


imply inferiority, ſuch as Angel or Meſſenger, 
and the Anointed, the Meſſiah or the Chriſt ; 


and theſe are in the Old Teſtament applied to 


one, who then was, as well as now is, the Son 
oc God. To deny that ſonſhip was applicable 
to Chriſt till his incarnation, is alſo contrary to 
ſeveral texts, ſuch as Col. i. 15. Rev. iii. 14. 
c. which have formerly been taken notice of. 


Theſe ſhort remarks may ſerve to ſhow the 
ſtrange and unaccountable conduct of thoſe 


who will hold the doctrine of eternal genera- 
tion, in a ſenſe directly contrary to both Scrip- 
ture and reaſon; and which has been given 
up as indefenſibie, by thoſe who ſeem to be 
the moſt cool impartial, and diligent enquirers 

of their own party. 


There is indeed a ſenſe in which eternal ge- 


neration may be reaſonably admitted, and 


which the Scriptures will ſupport; and that is, 


a generation in eternity, or before the com- 
mencement of time. For as any action done 


in time, may be called a temporary action; ſo 
an action done in eternity or unmeaſured du- 
ration, may perhaps with ſome propriety be 
called eternal, however near it might be to the 


commencement of time, or by however ſmall 
a portion of unmeaſured duration it might be 


ſeparated from it. There ſeems to be no dif- 
| Ts 
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ficulty, nor does there appear to be any con- 
tradiction, in ſaying the Son of God was be- 
gotten before the world was, and even before 
the moſt ancient age, or meaſure of creature 
exiſtence began ; but to ſay the perſon of the 
Father had no exiſtence prior to the exiſtence 
of the Son, is to connect the act of generation 
with the beginning of the Father's perſon, (if 
the expreſſion might be uſed) ; and indeed ac- 
cording to the ſenſe in which eternal genera- 
tion is generally pled for, it might with as 


much propriety be ſaid, the Father etefnally 
began to be, as that the Son was eternally be- 


gotten.” Therefore according to the native 
conſequences of their own doctrine about the 
co-eternity of the perſon of the Father, and 
the perſon of the Son, they connect the gene- 
ration of the Son with the beginning of the 


being of the Father's perſon ; but ſince the 
being of the Father's perſon had no beginning, 
the Son (according to their plan,) could have 


no generation. This conſequence cannot be 
avoided by them ; for if they admit the ſmal- 
leſt degree of priority in the perſon of the Fa- 
ther, it deſtroys their favourite point, the co- 


| eternity of the Son, or their ſenſe of eternal 


eneration. 

It might be further remarked, that in the 
definition given in the Weſtminſter Confeſſion 
above quoted; an equality of perſons is ſo far 
from being expreſt, that it is contradicted in 
the | pane terms. It is ſaid, © The Father is 
of none, neither begotten nor proceeding.” 
The perſon who is of none, nor begotten of 
any, certainly poſſeſſes - dignity and ſuperiori- 
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ty, above the perſon who is of him, and is 
even begotten of him, To expreſs the equa- 


ty of perſons by ſuch unequal deſcriptions, or 


to ſay that ſuch unequal deſcriptions are ex- 
preſſive of equality, ſeems rather like contra- 
The idea of Supreme Deity, and that of 
being begotten, are altogether incompatible ; 
for, according to any idea that we can form of 
generation, or being begotten, it mult either 
denote the giving a being to what exiſted not 
before, or the giving a different mode of be- 
ing to what did exiſt before. And to apply 
generation in any of theſe ſenſes to the Su- 
preme Eſſence, deſtroys the idea of ſelf- exi- 
ſtence and immutability, which both Seripture 


and reaſon. direct us to entertain of that Su- 


preme Eflence. 

But not only does a compariſon of the ideas, 
which by Scripture and reaſon we are taught 
to form of the Supreme Being, and of genera- 
tion, forbid our including the idea of Supreme 
Eſſence in that of ſonſhip ; or in the term Son 
of God ; but alſo the expreſs declarations of 


the Son himſelf, Mark x1i1. 32. But of that 


“ day and hour knoweth no man, no not the 
ce angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, 
© but the Father.” John im. 35. © The Fa- 
“ther loveth the Son, and hath. given all 
* things into his hand,” John v. 19. The 
“Son can do nothing of himſelf.” Verſe 22. 
“ The Father hath committed all judgment 
„ unto the Son,” Theſe texts, with many 
others, do plainly ſhew that the Son there ſpo- 
ken of, is inferior to the Father, both in know- 

; . ledge, 
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ledge, power, and authority. Agreeable t 
what our Lord expreſsly teſtifies, where he 
ſays, My Father is greater than I. Will any 
ſtill in oppoſition to all this, affirm, that the 
Father is no greater than the Son; but that 
they are in all reſpects equal? If they do, it 
ſeems needleſs. to uſe arguments, or produce 
evidence to convince them ; ſince we have 
here the moſt certain evidence that poſſibly 
can be had, even the teſtimony of him who is 
truth itſelf, expreſt in the moſt ſimple, plain, 
and deciſive manner. | 
But ſuppoſe their favourite ſcheme were al- 
| lowed them; though they might think they 
could ſolve ſome difficulties at the expence of 
_ dividing the perſon of Chriſt, yet they will 
find other difficulties preſs upon their ſcheme, 
(if they are not paſt feeling,) from which this 
diſtinction, or rather diviſion of the perſon of 
Chrilt will give them no relief, 
lt was before hinted, that according to the 
diſtinction on which the objection is founded, 
the ſame things may be either affirmed or de- 
nied of the perſon of Chriſt at the ſame time, 
and with equal truth. For inſtance, one may 
lay, Chriſt can do all things of himſelf; an- 
other may ſay, nay, he can do nothing of him- 
ſelf. In order therefore to ſpeak with cer- 
tainty, they muſt leave the Scripture ſtile, and 
ſpeak. of all his diſtinct acts as the acts of the 
diſtin natures of which his perſon conſiſts, 
and not as perſonal acts. And fo they muſt 
fay, it was as man he knew not the-day of 
judgment ; as man he received all things from 
the Father ; as man he could do nothing of 
11 himſelf; 
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himſelf; as man he prayed ; in ſhort, all his 


mediatory acts will by this plan, be the acts 


of his human nature; and ſo he is made in 


every reſpe& as much a human mediator, as 
he is by the Socinian plan. There appears to 


be this difference indeed, that they ſay the hu- 
man nature is united to a perſon in Deity, or 
a third of Deity; (for the whole Deity, . or 
God-head, is by them ſuppoſed to conſiſt of 
three ;) whereas the Socinians ſay that the 
human nature is united to the whole God- 
head or divine nature. The Socinians indeed 
do not call this a perſonal union, but ſeem to 
conſider it as cloſe and intimate, as it is poſ- 


ſible for God to unite a true body and reaſon- 


able ſoul to himſelf; the Athanafians cannot 
conceive the union to be cloſer, whatever un- 
meaning terms they may clothe it with. 

It was noticed, that there are difficulties 
which preſs upon this ſcheme, from which the 
diſtinction will give no relief. Theſe difficul- 
ties preſs equally upon the Athanaſian and So- 
cinian ſchemes. . | 

We are told, that a thing may be ſaid to 
be done by a perſon, which, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
is applicable only to one nature of the perſon. 
This is admitted; and it muſt certainly be 
admitted alſo, that what cannot be applied to 
any nature of a perſon, is in nowiſe applicable 
to the perſon ; or, that what will agree with 
no nature in a perſon, can never be ſaid of 
that perſon. 

It is ſaid, however, of the perſon of Chriſt, 


te that though he was rich, yet for our ſakes he 


e became poor, 2 Cor. vill. 9. Now, to what 
nature 
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nature upon the plan of the objectors, will 
this apply? not to the divine nature; for that 
being immutable, could admit of no change 
or diminution of any kind. Nor will it ap- 
ply to the human nature; for that having ne- 
ver enjoyed a ſtate of riches before it appear- 
ed in a ſtate of poverty, could in no ſenſe be 
ſaid either to have been rich, or yet to become 
] poor. Again, Philip. ii. 7. He who was in the 

e form of God, and thought no robbery to be 


. « as God; made himſelf of no reputation (Gr. 
&« emptied himſelf,) and took upon him the form 
4 &« of a ſervant.” The ſame reaſons forbid the ap- 
2 plying of this to the divine nature as the form- 
| er, and alſo to the human nature. For, to 
4 ſuppoſe the divine nature capable of bein 
3 emptied, is to ſuppoſe it capable of mutability; 
and the human nature having had no exiſt- 
s ence at all; before the incarnation, much leſs 
1 a fulneſs, it could with no propriety be ſaid to 
— be emptied. I ſhall at preſent only mention 
* another text, John xvii. 5. Where our Lord 
addreſſing his Father, ſays, And now, O Fa- 
4 ether, glorify me with thine own ſelf, with 
> e the glory which I had with thee before the 
10 world was.“ Now it might be aſked again, TO 
+4 what nature will this apply? There appears to 
v be ſeveral things againſt its being applied to 
h the divine nature, as, 1. The divine nature 
a being incapable of any thing that implies de- 
8 pendence or want, cannot be ſuppoſed capable 
q of praying in the manner here expreſt. 2. The 
2 divine nature being unchangeable both as to 
1 being and perfection and happineſs, it could ne- 
ver be deprived or diveſted of any glory or hap- 


T3 pineſs, 
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pineſs, which it enjoyed before the world was. 
Some will rom ſay, the glory of the di- 
vine nature of Chriſt was vailed ; but the pray- 


er is not to unvail his glory, but to glorify him 


or reſtore a glory he had before the world was. 
| Moreover the prayer is not ſimply that the Fa- 


ther might glorify him, which might perhaps 


imply a manifeſtation of his glory to others 
baut it is a prayer that the Father would glorify 
* him, with his ownſelf;.. glorify me with thine 
=.  ownſelf, ſays our blefled Redeemer. Allowing 

them therefore, any ſenſe they pleaſe to put up- 
on it, it overthrows their ſcheme; for when 


they ſay, the glory of the divine nature of Chriſt 


was vailed by bis humiliation, and that this 


vailed divine nature prayed for the removal of 
that vail, it neceſſarily ſuppoſes that the divine 
nature or eſſence is ſo far divided as that one 


part of it is capable of praying, and another 


part of being prayed to; one part of it being 


vailed, and another of being unvailed, at the 


fame time. How abſurd and inconſiſtent is 


this? and even overthrows their own doctrine 


which holds. the divine nature of Chriſt to be 
individually the ſame, and in all reſpects equal 
with the nature or effence of the Father. It 


appears therefore, that in no ſenſe will the text 


apply to the divine nature of Chriſt, in a con- 
ſiſtency with their own. principles. Neither 
will it apply to his human nature; for, ſince 
that nature had no exiſtence till ſome thouſands 
of years after the creation of the world it 
could not enjoy a glory before the world was. 
Theſe and many other ſuch difficulties preſs 
upon both the Athanaizan and Socinian 
| "6 
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of explaining the doctrine of the Trinity; but 
are quite removed by receiving the Scripture - 
doctrine concerning this ſublime ſubject. The 
Scriptures do clearly ſhew that the perſon of 
Chriſt was begotten of the Father before any. 
creature exiſted; for he is called the firſt born 
of every creature, Col. i. 15. And, as noticed 
before; he is alſo ſaid to be brought forth before 
the mountains, &c. He was ſet up or anointed 
PID before the age, N before the begin- 
ning, N 212 before the things more an- 
cient than the earth, Prov. viii. 23. And his go- 
ings forth have been before antiquity, before 
the days of the age, Micah v. 2. vr, 
It may perhaps be thought by ſome, that the 
expreſſion © firſt born of every creature,“ is too 
. diminutive ; for though it gives the priority to 
Chriſt, yet it ranks him as it were among crea- 
tures. But as to this and every thing elſe that 
God hath been pleaſed to reveal, we -ought © 
to ſubmit to his inſtruction, and form our faith 
agreeable to his teſtimony. Even this expreſſi- 
on, ft born of every creature, is very ſimilar 
to what is ſaid, Rom. viii. 28. Where he is 
called the firſt born among many brethren ; and 
in another place he is called he fr/t born from 
among the dead, that in all things he might be 
Dr the firſt. Some have alledged that the 
terms hg gotten, and created, are convertible terms; 
and indeed the Scriptures apply the term '/ors 
to creatures, as when we read of the morning 
ſtars ſigning together, and the ſons of God 
ſhouting for joy. But however near the terms 
may agree in their import, when generation or 
ſonſhip relates to bringing into exiſtence ; yet 


there 
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1 
there is a manifeſt difference between the crea- 
tion or primitive ſonſhip of the moſt exalted 


creature, and the ſonſhip of Chriſt. The moſt 


noble creature that exiſts, can only be conſi- 
dered as being created or generated, by the 


mediation of Jeſus Chriſt; for God ereated 
all things by him; but Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
was generated or brought into being by the 
immediate agency of the Father, and therefore 
he is with propriety called his only begotten 
Son. He is therefore diſtinguiſhed from every 
other being, by an inefable generation, proper 
and peculiar to himſelf alone. Neither is this 
ineffable generation, and priority that he hath 


before all creatures, the only characteriſtics by 


which he is diſtinguiſhed from creatures ; the 
Scriptures-inform us alſo, that he has ſuch ca- 
pacities and endowments, as prove him not 


only to be above the moſt noble created exiſt- 


ence; but inconceivably above all creature 
perfection and excellency, that doth or poſſibly 
can exiſt, The following texts do clearly 
ſhew this, Prov. viii. 22. © Jehovah poſſeſſed 
«© me the beginning of his ways before his 
cc works of 61d.” Col. i. 19. © It pleaſed the 
<« Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell.” 


Col. it. 9. © In him dwelleth all the fulneſs of 


ce the God-head bodily.” Col. i. 15. He is 
e the image of the inviſible God.“ Heb. i. 3. 
e The expreſs image of his perſon and the 
<« brightneſs of his glory.“ John iii. 34. © God 
ce giveth not the Spirit by meaſure unto him.“ 
To be a recepticle of the divine fulneſs, and to 
receive the Spirit without meaſure, requires 
unlimited capacity; therefore the being and 

| | perfections 
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perfections of the Son of God appear to be 
infinite in relation to creatures, as was before 
noticed. 

But as all theſe inconceivable perfections, 
as they ſubſiſt in the perſon of the Son, ſub- 
ſiſt in a begotten, and conſequently a derived, 
or originated perſon; they might by the will 
and power of the Father, be diminiſhed, when 
that diminution ſhould be ſubſervient to ac- 
compliſh the council of peace agreed to be- 
tween the Father and the Son. To this di- 
minution or humiliation, the Son of God did 
cheerfully ſubmit, for he took delight* to do 
the will of his Father, and could ſing of his 
power. Pal. lix. 16. Compare Iſa. I. 7. In 
order therefore to- fulfil the Father's will, and 
accompliſh the recovery of loſt finners, he aſ- 
ſumed the body prepared for him ; for as the 
childeren are partakers of fleſh and blood, he 
alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame, 
Heb. ii. 14. And, who in the days of his fleſh, 
when he had offered up prayers - and ſupplica- 
tions, with ſtrong crying and tears, unto him 
that was able to fave him from death, and was 
heard in that he feared : Though he were a 
Son, yet learned he obedience by the things 
which he ſuffered. Heb. v. 7, 8. ; 

This change in the perſon of the Son of 
God, from the form of God to the form of 
a ſervant, was effected by a ſecondary gene- 
ration, when he was united with fleſh in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary ; and this genera- 
tion was alſo of an extraordinary nature, being 
effected by the power of the Higheſt, without 
the ordinary means of human generation. Yet, 

h all 
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all the eſſentials of human generation were 


thereby effected; for as by human generation, 


a rational intelligent ſpiritual being is united 


unto fleſh and blood; and by that union, 


made capable of happineſs or miſery from the 
impreſſions of pleaſure or pam, by means of 
material objects affecting the ſenſes, and hath 
the mode of its exiſtence changed from what 
it was before that union took place, and will 
be after it is diflolved ; ſo by the generation of 


the Son of God in the womb of the Virgin, 


he was united to fleth and blood, and by that 
union, made capable of ſufferings and death 
from outward and material agents; and the 
mode of his exiſtence was thereby changed 
from what it was before his incarnation, and 


from what it hath been ſince his glorification, 


and will continue to be without end. _ 
This ſcriptural account of the Son of God, 
prefents to our view, a real and proper hu- 
miliation to which he ſubmitted, which de- 
monſtrates his real and genuine love to the 
works of his hand; and it alſo removes 
the difficulties which preſs upon the other 
fchemes while it gives a clear ſenſe and impor- 
tant ſignification to ſeveral Scripture paſlages, 
which otherwiſe are quite obſcure and inſig- 
nificant. What amazing humiliation! that he 
who was the Ancient of days, whoſe goings 
forth had been before the days of the moſt 


ancient age, ſhould become an infant; that 


he who made all things, and appeared in the 


form of God, ſhould be made fleſh, even in 
the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh ; and that he who 


was rich, having all the treaſures of er 
an 
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and knowledge, ſhould lay aſide the glory he 
had with the Father before the world was, 
empty himſelf and become poor. And -how 
wonderful that love which drew him from. the 
boſom of the Father, to be united with out- 
ward material nature, that he might be dimi- 
niſhed a little more than the angels; or, as 
the words might be read, Pſal. viii. 5. made 
for a little while to ſtand in need of the angels. 
Agreeable to which, the Scriptures inform us, 


. that on ſome occaſions the angels miniſtred 
unto him. And further, as was hinted, when 


things are thus viewed, ſundry texts will ap- 
pear to have a clear and important ſignifica- 
tion, which otherwiſe appear obſcure and in- 
ſignificant, ſuch as theſe: “ What and if ye 
< ſhall ſee the Son of man aſcend. up where 
& he was before. +I am come forth from 
< the Father, and am come into the world; 
„again I leave the world and go unto the 
« Father. 11 am the bread of life which 
* came down from heaven. || In that he aſ- 
% cended, what is it but that he alſo deſcend- 
ed, firſt into the lower parts of the earth: 
<« He that deſcended is the ſame alſo that aſ- 
% cended far above all heavens, that he might 
e fill all things.” Thus we have in the per- 
ſon of Chriſt, the only begotten Son of God, 


a true and proper Mediator between God and 


men, a middle One between infinite and finite 
being, a high Prieſt, who can be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities, and who is able 
to ſave unto the uttermoſt, all that come unto 
God by him. 

Sn . 
* John vi. 62 + John xvi. 28. Þ John vi. 51. 
|| Eph. iv. 9, 10. 
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of Objeftions againſt what is ſaid of the Holy 


Spirit. : 
I. Ir will perhaps be objected, that to deny 
proper perſonality to the Holy Spirit, contra- 
dicts many paſſages of Scripture which aſcribe 
perſonal names and actions to the Holy Spirit. 
Anſwer 1. With reſpect to names, it is ge- 
nerally alledged that the names Jehovah, Lord, 
and God, are applicd to the Holy Spirit ; and 
ſome texts brought to ſupport it, ſuch as Ezek. 
Vill. 1, 3. AQts v. 3, 4. The firſt of theſe, viz. 
Ezek. viii. 1, 3. is very unfavourable to the 
objection; for it is ſaid, „the hand of the 
< Lord God, „or rather indeed, “ the hand 
« of the Lord Jehovah fell there upon me.— 
« And he put forth the form of a hand and 
& took me by a lock of mine head, and the 
« Spirit lift me up.” From whence it is in- 
1 ferred, that he who is called Jehovah in the 
| firſt verſe, is called the Spirit in the third. 
my Now allowing this inference to be juſt; it ne- 
ceſſarily ſuppoſes, the Lord Jehovah, and the 
Spirit to be one individual being or perſon. 
And indeed the name Spirit, is applied both 
to the Father and the Son; for its ſaid of the 
15 Father, God is a Spirit, and the Son is ſaid to 
be made a quickening Spirit. This text does 
not however aſcribe the act of taking hold of 
the prophet's lock, immediately to Jehovah ; 
for it is ſaid, he put forth the form of a hand 
and took him, c. Now it is very plain, that 
a hand when applied to Jehovah is an emblem 


of power. The text ſeems therefore a very 
; direct 
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direct proof, that the hand or power of Jeho- 


vah, and the Spirit, ſignify the ſame thing. 


Agreeable to which, in the New Teſtament, 
the finger of God, the power of God, and the 
Spirit of God, are uſed as terms or names of 


the ſame ſignification; where Chriſt is ſaid to 


work miracles by the Spirit or power of God, 
and to caſt out devils by the finger of God. 
In the other text, Acts v. 3, 4. it is ſaid why 
c hath Satan filled thine heart to he unto the 
« Holy Ghoſt, thou haſt not lied unto men, 
ce but unto God.” From this it is argued, 
that the Holy Spirit is called God; becauſe ly- 


ing unto the Holy Spirit is ſaid to be a lying 


unto God. According to this form of ar- 
guing, the Apoſtles, whom our Lord ſent forth 
to preach, were called himſelf ; for it is ſaid, 
Matth. x. 40. He that receiveth you, receiv- 
eth me.” Receiving them is here as ex- 
preſsly called a receiving of Chriſt, as lying 
unto the Holy Spirit is called a lying unto 
God. Many inſtances of this kind of expreſ- 
ſion might be given; but this may ſuffice at 
preſent. | | 
When we conſider the Holy Spirit, as that 
divine influence or energy, communicated to 
the Apoſtles from God the Father through 
Jeſus Chriſt, by which they were inſpired and 
enabled to declare truth, and detect falſehood ; 
it is of the ſame import whether it be ſaid to 
be done by the Spirit of God, or God himſelf, 
As it is of the ſame import whether it be ſaid 
the light of the ſun is darkened, or the ſun him- 
ſelf is darkened; or that any thing is warmed 
by the heat of the ſun, or warmed by the ſun 
| G ; himſelf. 


. 

himſelf, Lying unto God, and lying unto the 

Holy Spirit, are therefore terms of the ſame 
import; ſince the Holy Spirit is no other than 

the energy or influence of the Father manifeſt- 
ed through Jeſus Chriſt, as it operates upon 

creatures in a diverſity of gifts. Fe 

But it will-perhaps be urged further, that 

rſonal pronouns, and perſonal actions, are 
expreſsly applied to the Spirit in Scripture, as 
John xvi. 13.—“ He ſhall not ſpeak of him- 
e ſelf.” Acts x. 19, 20. While Peter 
e thought on the viſion, the Spirit ſaid unto 
6e him, Behold, three men feek thee. Ariſe 
« therefore and get thee down, and go with 
them, doubting nothing; for I have fent 
«© them.” Acts xiii. 2. The Holy Spirit ſaid, 
<« ſeparate-me Barnabas and Saul.“ 

In anſwer to this, it may be obferved, that 
though perſonal names or pronouns are ſome- 
times applied to the Spirit; yet the Holy Spi- 
rit is moſt frequently expreſſed by imperſonal 
names or neuter pronouns. The very name 
Holy Spirit, is in the original always expreſſed 
imperſonally, or in what is called the neuter 

ender. And where the pronoun he occurs 
in the Engliſh tranſlation, it is often it in the 
original. I would not reſt the anſwer on theſc 
neuter names and pronouns being applied to 
the Spirit; but if there be any force in per- 


ſonal names to prove perſonality, there muſt 


be equal force in imperſonal ones, to diſprove 
it. But though there were no ſuch counter- 


balance to oppoſe to what is objected, it would 


not amount to a proof of ng For we 


find expreſſions every way as expre 
5 ſonality 


5 \ 


ve of per- 
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ſonality applied to imperſonal things, in ſundry _ 
paſſages of Scripture ; ſuch as, Plal. xix. 5, 6. 
„He (the ſun) rejoiceth as a ſtrong man to 
e run a race; his going forth, &'c. Ia. xxill. 


4.—“ The ſea hath ſpoken, even the ſtrength 


e of the ſea, ſaying, I travail not.” Job xxvill. 
14, 22. The depth faith, It is not in me; 
« and the ſea faith, It is not with me. De- 
ce {truQtion and death, ſay, We have heard the 
„ fame thereof with our ears.” Theſe texts 
expreſs names and actions, as expreſſive of 
perſonality as any that are applied to the Holy 
Spirit in Scripture ; if therefore the Scriptures 
are allowed to be their own interpreters, per- 
ſonality cannot be proved from theſe expreſ- 
ſions, or ſuch as theſe, ſimply conſidered. 

2. It will perhaps be objected, That as be- 
lie vers are to be baptized in the name of the 
Holy Spirit, as well as that of the Father and 
the Son, proper perſonality muſt belong to the 
Holy Spirit as well as to the Father and the 
Son. „ * 

Anſwer, This inference cannot be viewed as 
certain and concluſive, unleſs the name of the 
Holy Spirit can be proved to imply perſonali- 
ty; which it appears cannot, as has been ob- 
ſerved. N 

To be baptized in, or (as the original word 
£4: more properly ſignifies) into the name of the 
Father the Son and the Holy Spirit; ſeems 
to denote a being immerſed as it were, into a 
profeſſion of what we are taught in the word 


. of God, to believe concerning the Father the 


Son and the Holy Spirit. The word render- 
cd buptized, is from a word which ſignifies to 
"0p: 7 dip, 
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8 plunge, or immerſe, and has much che 
ſame ſignification. 
The baptiſm of believers, repreſents their 
paſſing through the death of ſin into the life 


$ pf holineſs; for they are ſaid to be” baptized 


into the death of Chriſt, and buried with him 
by baptiſm into death ; that like as Chriſt was 


raiſed from the dead by the glory of the Fa- 


ther, even ſo they alſo might walk in newneſs 
of life. This paſlage from death into life can 
only be carried on and completed by the joint 


working of the Father and the Son operating 


in the heart by a holy energy, or divine influ- 
ence, called the Holy Spirit. And hence the 


Father and the Son coming unto and making 
their abode with believers, is the fame with 


the Holy Spirit dwelling with, and remaining 
in their hearts. Tt therefore appears every 
way proper, that a belief of this mediatory in- 
fluence, or energy which procceds from the 
Father and the Son, ſhould be profeſſed at 
baptiſm, though ſuch a profeſſion be no proof 
that the Holy Spirit is a proper perſon diſtin 
from the Father and the Son. 


But it will perhaps be ſaid, that the expreſ- 


ſion in the name, ſignifies by the authority, and 


whatever poſſeſſes authority behoves to have 


proper perſonality. 
With refpe& to the expreſſion in the name, 


it has been already ſhown, that the word «: 


here uſed, is not the ſame with that which de- 
notes by as well as in, ſee p. 55. So that the 
words eg 70 ovoux into the name, do not pro- 


perly ſignify by the authority, though in an in- 


direct way authority may be implied. As a +4 
on 


„ 
fon or thing may generally be ſuppoſed to be 


under the authority of, or belong to the per- 
ſon whoſe name is put upon him or it. 
But it will not hold good, that whatever poſ- 


| ſeſſes authority, behoves to have proper perſo- 
\ nality. It is plain, that in our own language, 
8 authority is applied to ſundry imperſonal things; 
; as a court, the church, and the ſtate. Theſe 
1 indeed may be reſolved into perſons. But it 
\ is alſo applied to the law, and to a commiſſion. 
t We find even lordſhip or dominion aſcribed 
= to the law; for know ye not, ſays the Apoſtle 
. Paul, Rom. vii. 1.“ That. the law hath domi- 
74 6 nion over a man, &c.“ It will perhaps be 
8 ſaid, that the authority of the law, is no other 
42 than the authority of God; his law being a 
8 manifeſtation of his authority, and of what 
y he requires; and therefore no perſonality can 
4 from thence be inferred to belong to the law. 
* This is certainly all very true; and may it 
2 not be ſaid likewiſe, the authority of the 
= 7 Holy Spirit 1s no other than the authority of 
& the Father and the Son? the Holy Spirit be- 
ing only. the energy of the Father and the 

"5H Son, by which the exiſtence, authority, per- 
oF fections and will of the Father, as in Chriſt 
45 reconciling the world to himſelf, are made 

Eknoun to us by the revelation contained in 
we, the Scriptures of the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
who ſpake by the Spirit, and by the effects 
"3 which continue to be produced by the ſame 
he Spirit, in the world and in the hearts of men; 
8 therefore, no proper perſonality can be inferred: 
= from thence to belong to the Holy Spirit. 
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A Summary of the Doctrine that is oppoſed 
to the foregoing Inferences. With an En- 
quiry into the Conſequences that appear 
- natively to flow therefrom. 


Taz doctrine of which a ſumma , is here 
intended, is generally called the Athenaſian, 


or orthodox doctrine of the Trinity; the ſum 


of which ſeems to be this: © That in the 
e unity of the Godhead (or Supreme Fſſence,) 
© there be three perſons of one ſubſtance, 
«© power and eternity, who are denominated 


God the Father, God the Son, and God 


the Holy Ghoſt *. That each of theſe per- 
* ſons are diſtinguiſhed by a peculiar perſonal 
property; it being the perſonal property of 
ce the Father to beget the Son, the perſonal 
<* property of the Son to be begotten of the 


ce Father, and the perſonal property of the 


«© Holy Ghoſt to proceed from the Father and 
e the Son + That the Son being very and 
ce eternal God, of one ſubſtance and equal 
& to the Father, did, in the ſulneſs of time, 
take upon him man's nature, a true body 
and a reaſonable ſoul || ; endured moſt griev- 
“ ous torments in his ſoul, and painful ſuffer- 
„ ings in his body, was crucified and died §.“ 
This ſeems to be the ſum of the doctrine, and 
the conſequences appear to be as follow: 1. 


It divides the one Supreme Being or Eſſence. 
2. It 
* Weſtminſter Conf. ch. 2. ſect. 3. 
F Larger Catch. q. 9, 10. 
+ Weſtminſter Conf. ch. 8. ſect. 2. 
}| Lar. Cat. q. 37. J Weſtminſter Conf. ch. 8. ſect. 4. 
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2. It aſcribes to one part of the indiviſible and 
immutable Eſſence, a property or properties 


which the others do not poſſeſs. 3. It aſcribes 
two natures. to the perſon of Chriſt, each of 
which ſeparately conſidered, poſſeſſes all the pro- 
perties neceſſary to conſtitute perſonality. 4. 
It aſcribes all acts and ſufferings to the human 
nature that can be aſcribed to the Mediator. 
Fir/?, That this doctrine divides the one Su- 


. preme Being, appears from the following par- 


ticulars. 1. It mentions three diſtinct perſons, 
who have all one common eſſence. Now, it 
is evident, that each diſtin perſon muſt poſ- 
ſeſs either a part or the whole of this eſſence; 
if one perſon poſſeſs the whole, there will be 
none for the reſt, and if each diſtin perſon 
has a part of this eſſence; or, which is the 


ſame, if each diſtinQ perſon has a proper diſtin ' 


being or eſſence, then the one eſſence or being 
muſt be as much divided as the perſons. But 
2. There are different and diſtinct actions a- 
ſcribed to theſe perſons. As for inſtance, the 
Father is ſaid to beget, and the Son to be be- 
gotten. Now, if the perſon of the Father in- 
cludes the whole eſſence, and the perſon of the 

Son includes the whole eſſence alſo; then the 
whole eſſence was begetting in the perſon of 
the Father ; while, at the ſame inſtant, the 


fame individual eſſence was begotten in the 


perſon of the Son. Again, a covenant is ſaid 
to have been entered into between the Father 
and the Son before the world began; and in 
this caſe alſo, the whole effence . propoſes a 
covenant in'the perſon of the Father, and, at 
the ſame: time, accepts it in the perſon of the 
Son 
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Son. Theſe are certainly as groſs contradic- 
tions as can be conceived. Nor will the main- 
tainers of this doctrine find any advantage, by 
fſaying theſe acts are the acts of the perſons, 
and not of the eſſence; for, to aſcribe actions 
to perſons abſtracted from eſſence or being, is 
= to aſcribe actions to perſons that have no eſ- 
ſence or being at all. A perſon mult either 
be or not be; or which is the ſame thing, 
have a being or eſſence, or have no being or 
eſſence. Every one that ſeriouſly reflects, muſt 
certainly know, that the idea of a perſon muſt 
neceſſarily include the idea of the eſſence or 
being of that perſon. This doctrine muſt 
therefore divide the one Supreme Eſſence as 
diſtinctly in three parts, as it holds that three 
diſtinct perſons exiſt, who have no other eſ- 
- ſence but this among them. Theſe perſons 
being ſuppoſed to be all equal, each one be- 
hoves to have a third of the whole, which is 


tive perſon, and lays a foundation for the di- 
ſtinct actions that are aſcribed to each. 
The ſupporters of this ſcheme are in general 
very reſerved, as to letting it be known what 
they mean by perſonal diſtinction, or what 
idea that diſtinction conveys to themſelves. It 
has been ſaid by ſome, That each perſon is 
%a diſtin& intelligent agent.” By others, 
That a perſon in the God-head is a complete 
: intelligent, and individual ſubſtance.” 

Now, it might be aſked, Whether they ſup- 
poſe that each perſon is infinite, or that three 
perſons make but one infinite ? If they ſuppole 
each perſon to be infinite, then they muſt ſup- 


pole 


truly and properly the eſſence of each reſpec- 
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poſe there are three infinite intelligent agents, 
or individual ſubſtances. Whereas it appears 
to be a ſelf-evident truth, that there can be but 
one infinite ſupreme intelligence ; for the idea 
of infinite being or ſubſtance, muſt exclude all 
others of the ſame kind. And if they ſuppoſe 


each perſon ſeparately conſidered, to be finite; 


then they mult ſuppoſe one infinite, to be made 
up of three finite intelligences. How abſurd 
then is this doctrine in this ſingle point of view; 
and how much more ſo; could all its abſurd- 
ities be properly expoſed ? 5 

Second, Another conſequence of this doctrine 
is, that it aſcribes to one part of the Divine 
Eſſence, a property or properties, which the 
others do not poſſeſs; or affirms and denies 
that ſuch properties belong thereunto at the 
ſame time. . „ 1 

It has been obſerved, that this doctrine doth 


neceſſarily imply a diviſion of the Supreme Eſ- 


ſence, if every perſon has a diſtinct eſſence cor- 
reſponding with diſtinct perſonality. If this is 
allowed, it follows of conſequence, that the 
property of being unbegotten belongs to that 
part of the eſſence which is proper to the Fa- 
ther ; and the property of being begotten to 
that which is proper to the Son; and the pro- 
perty of proceeding, to that which is proper to 
the Holy Spirit. And, if on the other hand, 
it is held that each perſon includes the whole 
Divine Eſſence; then the whole eſſence muſt 


be ſuppoſed to be active and paſſive at the ſame 


time, the whole being generating in the perſon 
of the Father, while the fame individual whole 
18 
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is generated in the perſon of the Son, Sc. as 
bees noticed. 

It is an unmeaning unintelligible diſtinction, 
to ſay that perſonal properties and acts, are not 
the properties of the eſſence, but of the perſons 


in the eſſence. For, as has alſo been noticed, to 


ſpeak of a perſon abſtracted from eſſence, is to 
ſpeak of a perſon that hath no effence, that is 
no being at all. But further, if the perſonal 
properties are not the properties of the eſſence; 
then they are not eſſential properties. Conſe- 
- quently the Divine Eſſence might have exiſted 
without theſe properties, and ſo without per- 
ſonality. How evidently then does this doct- 
rine deſtroy the foundation of its own exiſtence, 
when its conſequences are a little attended un- 
to? It being evident, that the doctrine cannot 
be maintained without denying that the perſon- 
al properties conterided for, are eſſential proper- 
ties; and if they are not eſſential, it will ſurely 
be a hard taſk to prove that they are eternal 
as the Divine Eſſence is eternal; for what-ever 
diſproves the one, ſeems clearly to diſprove the 
other. | 
Suppoling, however, that thele perſonal pro- 
perties may be, without being the properties of 
- the eſſence; let us ſee how theſe properties 
will conſiſt with that equality of perſons, that 
is contended for by the defenders of this doct- 
rine. They hold that it is the excluſive pro- 
perty of the Father- to beget the Son, of the 
Father and the Son to ſend the Holy Spirit; 
according to which the Spirit wants two pro- 
perties that the Father hath, namely that of be- 
getting and ä And the Son alſo hath 
| _ two 
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two properties which the Holy Spirit wants, 


namely, that of being begotten and that of ſend- 
ing. And the Father likewiſe wants two pro- 
perties which the Son and the Holy Spirit have, 
namely, the properties of being begotten and 
proceeding or being ſent. ls it poſſible for any 
one indued with the exerciſe of reaſon, to con- 
clude that ſuch different properties can conſiſt 
with the equality of the perſons to whom they 
belong as diſtinguiſhing and excluſive proper- 
ties? But we ſhall perhaps bg told that reaſon 
has nothing to do in this matter. Let us hear 
then what the Scriptures ſay of ſuch properties, 
relative to equality, Mal. 1. 6. A fon honour- 
eth (Heb. Ja ſhould honour) his father.“ 
Agreeable to which our Lord ſays, John vin. 49. 
J honour my Father.” From theſe texts we 
4 ſee that Father-hood hath a dignity and ſu- 

i 2 premacy above ſfonſhip, which lays a foundation 
* for honour and obedience from a Son. We 
r 

” 


find alſo him that is ſent, put in the ſame rank 
of ſubordination to him that ſent him; as a 
ſervant is to his Lord, John xiii. 16. The 


5 * ſervant is not greater than his lord, neither 
f “ne that is ſent, greater than he that ſent him.“ 
A Thus Scripture teſtimony concurs with reaſon 
t to ſhew the abſurdity of ſuppoſing equality con- 
E ſiſtent with the properties that the ſupporters of 
. this doctrine allow to belong to the Father, the 
bs Son, and the Holy Spirit. And indeed there 
" is ſcarce any thing more, clearly pointed out to 
0 us in Scripture, than the ſubordination of the 
. Son to the Father; for betides our Lord's own 
th expreſs declaration, My Father is greater 
* than 1,” he is called both a Son and a Ser- 


vant, 


Ss. + B 
vant, and has declared that the Father taught 
him and ſent him into the world. And as if 
he had particularly fore-ſeen, and provided a- 

| rl this doctrine of equality and the moſt 

ubtil arguments by which it is defended ; as 

when they tell us that all theſe ſubordinate cha- 
racters, are peculiar to. the mediatory diſpenſa- 
tion ; he hath plainly revealed, that when the 
mediatory kingdom ſhall be delivered up, all 
things being ſubdued ; that then the Son alſo 
himſelf ſhall be ſubje& to the Father, that God 
may be all in all. See 1 Cor. xv. 24, 25, 26, 
27, 28. CARE 

Third, This doctrine called orthodox, aſcribes 
two natures to Chriſt fince the incarnation, each 
of which, ſeparately conſidered, have all the pro- 
. perties that are neceſſary to conſtitute perſona- 
lity. 

"This conſequence is alſo very evident; for 

a complete perſon 1s ſaid to take a true bod 

and a reaſonable ſoul. Now, every one el 

who knows any thing, muſt know, that a true 
body and a reaſonable ſoul is a complete perſon. 

There muſt therefore, not only be an union of 


: lh 


+. 


to this doctrine; ſo that according to it, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt conſiſts of two perſons, or 
elſe two perſons are one perſon, or united in 
one. There are ſeveral unions ſpoken of in 
Scripture, and alſo in common converſation, 
beſides perſonal union; and ſome other term 
' might perhaps have been more properly uſed 
by the maintainers of this doctrine than per- 
ſonal union. For ſo far as we can judge from 
the union of matter and ſpirit, or perſonal 
| union 
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natures, but alſo an union of perſons according 
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union implies a reciprocal influence of the one 
upon the other. Therefore the term perſonal 
union when applied to the divine and human 
natures, would natively lead perſons to think 
that the divine nature ſuffered by being perſon- 
ally united with the human, It would ſeem, 
that ſome of the moſt eminent writers on that 
ſide of the queſtion, had been led into this opi- - 
nion; I thall only at preſent inſtance Thomas 
Brooks, who in his Golden Key, Glaſgow print- 
ed, p. 131, ſays, © That which Chriſt aſſumed or 
& took of our nature, he aſſumed for this end, 
ce that he might ſuffer in it. Do not theſe 
words natively imply, that the divine nature 
ſuffered. He ſeems more poſitive ſtill after- 


wards; for in proving that Chriſt ſuffered in 


more than his body, he ſays, p. 136, © Chriſt 
5 gave himſelf for us, Tit. li. 14. (but, ſays he,) 
& his body is not himſelf,” Now, if becauſe 
the expreſſion him/elf, includes more than his 
body; namely his ſoul; ſo alſo becauſe the 
expreſſion himſelf includes more than foul 
and body, therefore he ſuffered in more than 
his ſoul and body, namely in his divine nature. 
This author delervedly bears a very reſpect- 
able character, as a writer; but we may from 
this ſee, what abſurd expreſſions, if not abſurd 
ſentiments, good men may be led. into, by 
embracing ſelf. contradictory doctrines. 

It is not likely, however, that any will ven- 
ture plainly to affirm, that the divine nature is 
capable of ſufferings, ſince paſſion or ſuffering 
is inconſiſtent with the perfection and immuta- 
bility, that neceſſarily belongs to that nature 
or eſſence. But if any will venture to ſuppoſe, 
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that the divine nature of Chriſt ſuffered ; and 
at the fame time, hold that, this divine nature 


is the fame with the nature or eſſence of the 


Father; they mult either ſuppoſe that the di- 
vine nature which is common to the Father 
and the Son, is ſo diviſible as that one part of 
it may ſuffer in the perſon of the Son, while 


another is free of ſuffering in the perſon of the 


Father; or elſe that the whole eſſence may 
ſuffer in the perſon of the Son, while the whole 
of the fame eſſence is free of ſuffering in the 
perſon of the Father. Theſe conſequences 
are too native to be avoided, and too groſs to 
be admitted ; and therefore every thing that 
implies paſſiveneſs or ſuffering, is applied to 
the human nature. Which leads to another 
conſequence of this doctrine. 
Fourth, That it aſcribes all the acts and 


ſufferings to the human nature, that can be 


aſcribed to the Mediator. 


Some of the moſt learned defenders of this 


doctrine, in order to account for that of our 
Lord's praying to the Father, and receiving 
inſtruction from him; and for his receiving 
the Spirit from the Father in an unmeaſurable 
degree ; by which he delivered his ſublime 
30 Keine, and performed miraculous works; in 
order to account for theſe things, they ſay that 
his divine nature was quieſcent or at ret. This 
juſt brings in that groſs abſurdity ſo often no- 
ticed, that one thing is aſcribed to one part of 
the divine nature, and another thing to an- 
other part of that nature; for this is the ſame 
as to ſay that the divine nature in part or 
whole, was quieſcent or inactive in the perſon 


of 
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of the Son, while the ſame nature in part or 
whole was active in the perſon of the Father 
and Holy Spirit. But, paſling this, it appears 
very evident, that what is called a perſonal 
union between the divine and human natures, 
cannot be ſuppoſed to make the divine. nature 
limited in any perfection, or capable of any 
paſſion or ſufferings. Nor that it raiſed the 
human nature to the ſame perfeQions with 
the divine. The two natures: therefore re- 
mained quite diſtinct in their volitions and ac- 
tions. They muſt therefore ſay, according to 
their plan, that as man or mediator, Chriſt 
was born into the world ; as man or mediator, 
he was anointed with the Holy Spirit ; as man 
or mediator, he knew not the day of judg- 
ment ; as man or mediator, he ſpake to the 
world thoſe things which he heard of the Fa- 
ther; as man or mediator, he made ſupplica- 
tion to the Father with ſtrong crying and tears; 
as man or mediator, he ſuffered and died ; as 
man or mediator, the Father raiſed him from 
the dead; as man or mediator, the Father ſet 
him at his own right hand; and as man or me- 
diator, he is appointed Judge of the quick. 
Thus all mediatory acts are aſſigned to the hu- 
man nature. And indeed it cannot be conceiv- 
ed that the divine nature can have any ſhare 
in mediation ; for if it hath, it muſt mediate 
between creatures and itſelf, which is a con- 
tradiction in terms; or elſe it muſt be divided, 
ſo as one part of it may mediate between crea- 
tures, and the other part'or parts. - All which 
is too groſsly abſurd to be admitted. It there- 
fore appears evident, that this doctrine makes 
* a0 HI 2 | 
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the Lord Jeſus Chriſt no more than a human 
ſaviour ; and however much it may be extol- 
led for orthodoxy ; or however ſeverely its fa- 
vourers may declaim againſt Socinianiſm, as a 
moſt dangerous, or perhaps, in their opinion, 
a damnable doctrine; yet when theirs. is ex- 
amined, and ſtriped of ſome unmeaning phra- 
Tes, it in every reſpect makes Jeſus Chriſt as 
much a human faviour, as that of the Soci- 
nians doth. And fince both theſe appear to 
be quite inconſiſtent with Scripture-revelation, 
the following may next be conſidered : 


jEtAD VL 


A ſhort ſummary of the Scripture-doQrine, _ 


relative to the Father, the Son, and” the 
Holy Spirit ; with an enquiry into the uſes 
of information, admonition and comfort, 
that may be deduced therefrom. 


THIS doctrine may be ſummed up thus: 
There is-one God the Father, of whom are all 
things, whoſe being or eſſence is inviſible ; 
and whoſe glory and perfections, are infinite 
and immutable. And there is one mediator 
between God and men, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by whom God created all things; who was 
brought forth as the image of the inviſible 
God, before any creature was made ; who was 
anointed and poſſeſſed of Jehovah, and ſubſiſt- 
ed in the neareſt union with the inviſible God 
the Father from the beginning, that can pol- 
_ fibly ſubfiſt between a begotten and unbegot- 
ten being ; whoſe goings forth as the bright- 
neſs of the ' Father's glory and the exprels 
image of his perſon, * been before bom 
da)s 
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days of the moſt ancient age; who was with. 
God in the beginning, as his word by whom 
he ſpake creatures into exiſtence, and made. 
known his will, for their direQion and com- 
fort; through whom an enlivening light is de- 


fuſed unto every man that cometh into the | 
world; who was made fleſh, being perſonally ©: 


united thereunto in the womb of the Virgin, 
as the children of men are by ordinary gene- 


ration, that in the body there prepared, he 4 


might experience the infirmities of. human na- 
ture, ſuffer and die ; who roſe again-from the. 
dead, aſcended up where he was before, and 
was repoſſeſſed of the glory which he had with 
the Father before the world was; and who: 
ever hath been, and will continue to be the 
fulfiller of the Father's will, in deſtroying the 
works of the devil, till every plant which his 
heavenly Father hath not planted: be rooted: 
up, the enmity deſtroyed, all things reconcil- 
ed, and the Father's purpoſe of gathering all 
things together in him, be fully accompliſhed. 
And there is allo one Spirit, with which the 
Son of God was anointed, and which reſted. 
upon him; under the deſignations of the Spi- 
rit of wiſdom and underſtanding, the Spirit of 
counſel and of might, the Spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the Lord. By which be- 

lievers are alſo anointed, and which abides 

with them, as a Spirit of adoption, Spirit of 

truth, Spirit of faith, and Spirit of holineſs; 

by which all divine operations relative to crea- 

tures in general, and believers in particular, 
are carried into effect; and all the variety of 


Bifts. conferred, ordinary and extraordinary, 
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that any of mankind are favoured with. And 


as the defign and tendency of all the gifts of 


the Spirit of God, is to produce holineſs, and 
carry it to perfection; this divine energy is 
moſt fr . called the Holy Spirit. 
None of of the confequences that have been ob- 
ferved to flow from the other doctrine, can, in 
any reſpect, be charged upon this, being ſcriptu- 
ral, it is every way conſiſtent; for it ſupports 
the infinite being, glory and perfections of the 
one ſupreme immutable God, and the unit 
and indiviſibility of his eſſence. It alſo gives a 
clear, confiſtent and uniform view of the one 


Mediator between God and men, exhibits an 


inconceivable glory in his perſon, as the im- 
mediate offspring of the inviſible God, and 
the expreſs image of his perſon; and points 


him out as a real proper perſon, who, both 


in his pre- incarnate and incarnate ſtate, has 
capacities proper and peculiar to himſelf alone, 
which fits him to bear the characters of Jeſus 


Chriſt, or the Anointed Saviour, and to perform 


every act of mediation between God and men, 
and be the medium of intercourſe between 
infinite and finite nature. The Holy Spirit 
alſo is here held forth, as that by which all di- 
vine purpoſes are carried into effect, being 
the joint influence of the Father and che Son, 
or powerful energy exerted through Chriſt 
Jeſus the one Mediator, whereby he is able to 
ſubdue all things to himſelf. 

A few uſes may now be added, which appear 
to be native from this doQrine, f 


I. Of 


— p CID. 


— gr ] 
I. Of Information. 


1. Weg may hence be informed, that there 


is one Supreme Being, in whom all religious 
worſhip, yea all honour and worſhip of any 


kind ſhould terminate. For if we honour 
church-officers, it ought to be for their works 
ſake; or, becauſe they are workers under 
God, and employed by him for promoting the 
good of his church. If we honour civil rulers, 
it ought to be becauſe they are God's mini- 
ſters, appointed by him for the puniſhment of 
evil doers, and the praiſe of them that do well. 
And when we honour and worſhip the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt as the creator, preſeryer and go- 


vernor of the univerſe, he is ſtill to be con- 


ſidered as ſuſtaining all theſe high characters 
by the will and appointment of the Father, to 
whom he is the way of acceſs, and in whom, 
through him as the alone Mediator, all ho- 
nour and worſhip ſhould ultimately terminate. 
All this ſeems to be very clearly intimated to 
us in that ſhort ſentence delivered by our 
Lord to his diſciples, Matt. 10. xl. He that 
% receiveth. you, receiveth me; and he that 
c receiveth me, receiveth him that ſent me.” 
Even thoſe who contend for the equality of 
the Father and the Son, when they come to 
ſpeak of what is practical, they allow that wor- 
ſhip terminates in the Father as the chief ob- 
ject. Some of them expreſs themſelves thus : 
We are to worſhip the Father in Chriſt the 
* Son by the Spirit; and thus when we pray, 
* we are to aſk the Father in the name of the 
Son by the Holy Spirit.“ | 

| | WE 2. This 


* 
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2. This doctrine informs us, that the Meſ- 
ſiah, the Chriſt, or the Anointed, who is the on- 
' ly begotten Son of God; ſubſiſted as a pro- 
per diſtinct perſon, which neceſſarily implies 

is having a diſtinct nature or eſſence from 
the Father's eſſence, in which his perſonal 
properties ſubſiſt diſtint from the perſonal 
properties of the Father, before the world be- 
gan ; and was endowed in his perſonal con- 
ſtitution, with capacities to receive the fulneſs 
of the glory and perfections of the infinite and 
immutable eſſence, and to manifeſt theſe per- 
fections in the creation, preſervation and go- 
vernment of finite beings. 

This proper perſonal diſtinction between the 
Father and the Son, lays a proper foundation. 
for a covenant-tranſaction between them; or, 
for the Son to accept the execution of the Fa- 
ther's gracious purpoſe relative to creatures, 
according to the council of peace between 
them both. And alſo for the humiliation and 
real diminution of the- glory of the Son of 
God, and for his praying to his heavenly Fa- 
ther when in a ſtate of humiliation and po- 
verty. The perfect knowledge that the Son 
had of the Father, as immutable truth, pure 
goodneſs, and diſintereſted love, laid a foun- 
dation for the moſt firm confidence and ab- 
ſolute reſignation. Among the many pro- 
miſes that ſeem to relate to the Son of God 
in his humiliation ſtate, that in Pſal. xci. 15. 
ſeems to be very comprehenſive ; it is this: 
J will be with him in trouble, I will deliver 
& him and honour him.”” In the confidence 


of this promiſe, and ſuch as. this, we find he 
exults; 
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exults ; and, with confidence, encounters 2 
ſuffering ſtate, Ifa. I. 6, 7, 8. © I gave my back 
e to the ſmiters, and my cheeks to them 
ce that plucked off the hair, I hid not my face 
from ſhame and ſpitting; For the Lord 


„ God will help me, therefore ſhall I not 


be confounded ; therefore have I ſet_ my 
« face like a flint, and 1 know that I ſhall not 
ce be aſhamed, He is near that juſtifieth me; 
& who will contend with me?!“ 

In this view of the matter, we may alſo ſee, 


that the very ſame perſon who covenanted, 
did alſo accompliſh the thing covenanted to, 


by being united with, or partaking of fleſh and 
blood as the children of men partake of the 


ame ; that is, by being perſonally united there- 
to, be felt the infirmities of our nature in its 
preſent ſtate, paſſed through all the painful and 


dark ſtages of death, that appear fo dreadful 


to fleſh and blood, and often fill the mind with 
horror: That by his reſurrection from the 


dead, and ſhewing his conqueſt over death, 


his followers might be quickened unto a 


lively hope, and have their minds fo fortified 
as to encounter death in its moſt dreadful 
forms without fear. And not only ſo, but 
alſo by appearing in our nature, he brought 
divine goodneſs, kindneſs and love to the 
neareſt and plaineſt view of mankind, that 
by the manifeſtation of theſe in the human na- 
ture, they might know what they were in the 
divine; for when our Lord ſays, he that hath 
ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father; it certainly is as 
much, nay more, than if he had faid, he that 
ſeeth my love to mankind ſeeth the Father's alſo. 
3. This 


—- 


HE 4 as 
"I 5 This doctrine points out to us a ſteady 
and uniform object of worſhip ; the mind, ac- 

- cording to this doctrine, is not kept in a con- 
ſtant change from three to one, and one to 


”., - three - but has one infinite and abſolutely per- 


_ feR, inviſible being preſented to it; whoſe 
being and perfections are manifeſted by the 
being and perfections of the anointed Saviour, 
the one Mediator, who is the way, the truth 
and the life, the only way of acceſs to the Fa- 
ther. And ſhews, at the ſame time, that a ca- 
pacity to apprehend, and a diſpoſition to love, 
and worſhip the inviſible God thus manifeſt- 


© cd, as the fountain of all perfection and bleſ- 


ſedneſs ; mult be effected by the Holy Spirit, 
or that mediatory energy or influence, that is 
ſhed forth by Jeſus Chriſt from his holy Fa- 
ther ; by which, he, as the true light and 
quickening Spirit, enlightens the mind to dif; 
cover the divine glory and perfections that 
ſhine forth in himſelf as the image of the invi- 
ſible God; and kindle in the heart that flame 

of divine love, that all the terror of creature 
oppoſition, and allurements of creature enjoy- 


ments, will never be able to extinguiſh ; if the 


means that he hath appointed for maintaining 
and promoting it, be duly attended to. 


Il. Of Admonition. 

1. Since the Scriptures ſo clearly ſhew that 
there is one God the Father, of whom are all 
- things; and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom 
are all things: Or, in other words, that there is 
one God, and one Mediator between God and 


men, the man Chriſt Jeſus, who gave himſelf . 
: a 


+ * 


* 


r cc. co crc. 


t. 


. 

a ranſom for all; it concerns every one to be 
ad moniſhed from thence, to beware when 
they ſpeak of the Moſt High, and not affirm 

any plurality in him, that his own word inſtead 
of ſupporting, appears evidently to contradict. 
The unity of the divine Being is very particu» 
larly pointed out to us, Gal. iii. 20. Where 
God is not only ſaid to be diſtin from the 
Mediator, but it is alſo ſaid, that God is one. 
The words are, Now a mediator is not a me- 
"* diator of one; but God is one.” Now the 
queſtion may be aſked, What does one refer 
to? That God is one being or eflence, is ge- 
nerally allowed ; and it is certainly true that he 
is one, and can be but one being; but ſeve- 
ral deny that God is one perſon. Let us 
therefore try whether eſſence, or perſon would 
be the moſt ſuitable ſuppliment ; that is, whe- 
ther the text means that God is one eſſence 
or one perſon ? The Apoſtle had been juſt 
ſpeaking of a mediator, and from thence in- 
terred, that there behoved to be perſons me- 
diated between; for ſays he, 6 de ueorrng doc ww 
t, but a mediator is not of one. A mediator - 
as neceſlarily implies two parties beſides him- 
ſelf, as a middle term neceſſarily implies two 
extremes. If we ſay the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
a Mediator between perſons, the eſſence of the 
perſons will be neceſſarily included in the idea 
of the perſons. But it we ſay he mediates 
between beings or eſſences abſtracted from 
perſonality, it will be a very unſcriptural and 
unintelligible mediation. Since therefore me- 
cation reſpects perſons, and the perſons on the 
one hand are many, and on the other but one, 
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is it not moſt plain and native, that the Apoſtle 
calls God one perſon, in oppoſition to man- 
kind, who are many perſons ? for it is between 


God and men that Chriſt is the one Mediator. 
The text ſeems therefore, to contain an affir- 
mation that God is one perſon, agreeable to 


the general tenor of Scripture-revelation, and 


the diQtates of common ſenſe. 


2. Since the uniform language of Scripture 
ſhews, that the Son is not equal in power and 
glory in every reſpe& with the Father, ſuch 
as enjoy the Scriptures, and profeſs to believe 
that they are the word of God, and yet reject 
the plain teſtimony therein given, ought to 
conſider how far they may one day be expoſed 


to ſhame, for preferring the teſtimony of men, 
to that teſtimony. The dignified titles or epe- 


thets, of orthodoxy will be of ſmall avail, when 
every man's work ſhall be tried by fire; for 
that which is highly eſteemed among men, is 
(at leaſt ſometimes) an abomination in the 


fight of God. | 


By a little ſerious conſideration, the doctrine 
now called orthodox, and the Scripture-doc- 
trine will appear expreſsly contrary to one a- 
nother; for, ſays the orthodox-doQtrine, (falſely 
ſo called,) God is three perſons ; the Scripture 
ſays God is one. The defenders of modern 
orthodoxy ſay, the Son is equal with the Fa- 
ther; our Lord ſays, my Father is greater 
than I. How aſtoniſhing is it than, vain mortals 
who are of yeſterday, and know nothing, 


ſhould have the .preſumption to oppoſe the 


teſtimony of their Maker ? Can any teſtimony 
be more direQly oppoſed, than the teſtimony 


of 
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of the Moſt High in his word, and by his 
only begotten Son? When he' ſays in his 
word, God is one; they ſay nay, God is three, 


The Son himſelf ſays, my Father is greater 


than I; nay, ſay they, the Son is equal with - 
the Father. Doth not ſuch a conduct, look 
more like a rebelling againſt the words of the 
Moſt High, than a trembling at his word ? 
And may not our Lord ſay, They have given 
the lie both to me and my Father ? 11551 
It is hardly poſſible, that any man would 


have ventured on ſo direct an oppoſition to ſo 


clear a teſtimony, given by ſo indiſputable au- 
thority, till it was involved in almoſt impene- 
trable darkneſs, by the perverſe diſputings of 
men; who, having ſhut their eyes and ears 
againſt the ſimple language and light of divine 
revelation, and kindled up a ſpark of their own 
in its ſtead. But let every one take heed how 
they walk in the light of a fire that men have 
kindled ; for, however they may pleaſe them- 
ſelves with the entertainment it gives them for 
a time; they will at laſt find, that they have 
made choice of a falſe guide. By 
It is ſurely the. duty of all to fear before 


him, before whom the nations are as a drop 


of the bucket, and by whom they are counted 
as the ſmall duſt of the balance. And to re- 
verence his word, which he hath ſent forth, 
for the gracious purpoſe of healing diſeaſed 
ſouls; by removing their darkneſs, and pre- 
ſenting to their view his inconceivably glori- 


ous and amiable perfections, and the enga- 


ging manner of their manifeſtation ; and b 
diſcloſing the boundleſs reſources that he bath 
| TY in 
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in reſerve for overcoming their corruption, 


purifying and: exalting their nature, and ma- 
them fit for an ineorruptable inhetitance, 
even heirs of himfelf, and joint heirs with 


Chriſt; But which word; will prove a Ham- 
mer and a fire, to break in pieces and con- 
ſume thoſe who ſtumble at what it reveals, 


and will be even the favour of death to thoſe 
who reject the doctrine of life which it con- 
tains. With what reverence and attention 
then ſhould the word of God be read? And 
inſtead of contradicting, adding to, or dimi- 
niſhing from, any partof its teſtimony; it ought 


to be received with the greateſt readineſs of 


mind; believed with the moſt firm confidence, 


and revered as the word of him, whoſe word 


brought the whole ſyſtem of created nature 
into exiſtenee; upholds it in being, and has 
doomed to perdition, whatever oppoſes what 
this word enjoins. It may, therefore, be hop- 
cd; that it will not be reckoned: preſumptuous 
or unfriendly; to repeat an admonition which 
ſtands ſupported by an authority not to be diſ- 
puted; the admonition is this, Add thou 
«not unto liis word, leſt he reprove thee, and 
« thou be found a liar.” To which! may be 
added; another of no leſs authority, and-ex- 
preſſed! in a more rouſing manner: Where 
the faittiful and true Witneſs, tlie Prince of the 


| Kings of the earth, who hath the keys of hell 


and of death, ſays, J teſtify to every man 
« that heareth the words of the prophecy- of 


« tliis book, if any man ſhall add unto theſe 


* things, God ſhall add unto him the plagues 


(6 that are written in this book; and if any 


60 man 
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* man ſhall take away from the words el the 
“bock of this ee God ſhall take away 


i his part out of the bock of life, G. 


Let, therefore, the maintainers and promo- 
ters of human ſyſtems, which cannot be main - 
tained without adding to, or diminiſhing from 
the ſimple truth as it ſtands in the divine re- 
cord; ſeriouſly ponder theſe things, and re- 
nounce whatever is inconſiſtent with the di- 
vine teſtimony, as they would wiſh not to be 
found falſe witneſſes for God. 


. Of Comfort. 


. A-piscovery of the early outgoings of 


| the: divine goodneſs, muſt afford a very com- 


fortable reflection; and this is moſt clearly 
and fully diſcovered from the Scripture ac- 
count of the early conſtitution of the Media- 
tor's perſon, as the medium of ĩintereoutſe and 
communication between infinite and ſmite, un- 
created and created nature, while creatures 
continued innocent; and in appointing him 
to enter upon, and exerciſe the offices of an 
atoning and reconciling Mediator, whenever 
ſin commenced. Some have remarked, and 
that juſtly, that the goodneſs of God ſhines 


forth, in that a full proviſion was made of 


every thing that might contribute to the hap- 
pineſs of man in his outward ſtate, before he 
was created and placed in this world; ſo that 
upon his caſting his eyes around him, be might 
ſee that he was placed in a well furniſhed world. 
But how much more does the goodneſs of God 
ſhine forth in the proviſion that he bath made 
for intellectual beings, in the perſon of Chriſt ; 

I 2 in 
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in whom it pleaſed the Father that all fulneſs 


ſhould dwell, and that all the riches of wiſdom 


and knowledge ſhould be treaſured up in him, 


before any created intelligent was brought in- 


to * that in him they might behold the 


glory of the inviſible God; he being the ex- 


preſs image of his perſon and the brightneſs 
of his glory. That by their immediate inter- 
courſe with him, and his ſpirit upon them, 
they might feel their happineſs, and get diſco- 
veries of unbounded ' goodneſs, to be diſcloſed 
in the moſt raviſhing beauties, for their enjoy- 
ment, to the full ſatisfaction of their utmoſt 
deſires, through the boundleſs ages of endleſs 
duration. 1 reſet 

2. A conſideration, that there was not only a 
proviſion made for giving the higheſt felicity 


to intelligent creatures, . while they continued 


in innocence; but alſo a proviſion made for 
their recovery, when by fin they had brought 
ruin upon themſelves, and were finking in the 


horrible pit of deſtruction. A conſideration of 


this, muſt natively preſent to the mind a moſt 


_ comfortable reflection, and fill the ſoul with 


joy and peace in believing the divine teſtimony 
concerning the early and ample proviſion that 
was made for their falvation, by Jeſus Chriſt, 


or the anointed Saviour, from theſe deftruQi- 


ons they had brought upon themſelves. The 
revelation of this proviſion is given in ſuch a 
way in the goſpel; (or good news, which 
God hath been pleaſed in his condeſcending 
love, to intimate to mankind ſinners ;) as is 
every way ſuited to increaſe their comfort, 
confirm their faith, and heighten their joy 3 
| an 
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and excite all the power of their .uls to bleſs 


his name, and expreſs their love to him who. 


firſt loved them. Muſt it not greatly increaſe 
the comfort of every individual, to know that 
God ſo far concerned himſelf about their hap- 
pineſs, that to recover them from the effects 
of their apoſtacy from himſelf, he entered in- 
to a covenant with his only begotten Son, for 


their ſanctification and complete redemption? 


And when they are aſſured from the- word of 
God, yea, even his moſt ſolemn oath, that he 
hath no pleaſure in the death of ſinners, is not 
willing that any ſhould periſh, but will have 
all men to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
and be ſaved ;. how greatly muſt a right Know- 
ledge of ſuch gracious declarations, confirm 
their faith and heighten their joy, and lay a 
firm foundation for ſtrong conſolation, amidſt 
all the diſtreſſes and afflictions which they are 


ſubjected in this preſent ſtate of things? How 


happy then muſt they be who know the joy- 
ful ſound of the glorious goſpel of peace, and 
walk in the light of IEHOvAH's countenance? 
But the knowledge of all this, is connected 
with, and even depends upon the knowledge 
of the only true God and Jeſus. Chriſt whom 
he hath ſent; | 
3. The gradual manifeſtation of Jeſus Chriſt 
in his mediatory. character, as the upholder of 
a periſhing world, even in- his preincarnate 
ſtate, may afford a comfortable reflection; but 
more eſpecially his manifeſtation in the fleſh. 
It has been alledged by ſome friends as well 
as enemies to divine revelation, that man hag 
no capacities in this ſtate of his exiſtence by - 
8 which 
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which he could diſcover without information, 
that the preſent viſible ſyſtem of the univerſe 
had a beginning, or that it will have an end ; it 
being impoſſible to demonſtrate by any expe- 
kiment within the compaſs of human power, 
that nothing may become ſomething; or 
= that ſomething may become nothing. The 
knowledge of creation ſeems, therefore, to 
come wholly from information ; and all . who 
believe it, muſt believe it as a matter of faith; 
agreeable to this we are taught, Heb. xi. 3. 
baths anne. faith we underſtand that the worlds 
© were 
<* things which are ſeen, were not made of 
things which do appear *.” It is by infor- 
mation alſo, even the information that we re- 
ceive from divine revelation, that we know 
that the whole ſyſtem of ereated nature is up- 
held by the ſame word, by which the viſible 
creation was framed, and all the ſucceſſive ages 


ſteries of divine providence, and manifeſt the 
wonders of redeeming love. 41110 
The revelation that God was graciouſly pleaſ. 
ed to give unto mankind from time to time; 
| by 
This text, Heb. xi. 3. is not very literally tranſlated» 
but its literal tranſlation will not make it uufit for the 
purpoſe for which it 8 The faſſage is more 
literal thus, By faith we underſtand/the ages io be adjuſſ- 
. £4 by the word of Ged ; for the being of the: things that are 
. ſeen (or their coming into exiſtence, ) is not from the things 
which afpear. This reading (which I tlipk is very lite- 
ral,) not only informs us, that our underſtanding thirgs 
ſeen, not to have their being from apparent things, is 
from teſlimony; but alto, that the ages of their exiſt- 
ence, is adjulicd by the lame word that ſpake them in- 
to being. 


ramed by the word of God; ſo that 


of its duration adjuſted, ſo as to unfold the my- 
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by which he was pleaſed to inform them of - 
what they ought to believe and do; he was 
alſo; pleaſed to demonſtrate to be a revelation 
1 9 5 himſelf, with ſuch certainty as might 
leave them no ground to doubt. This he did 
by the ſame word by whom all things were 
I. even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom 
God created all things. And the manner in 
which he did this, was by the appearance of 
his only begotten Son, in ſuch a way as de- 
monſtrated to their ſenſes the certainty; of bis 
exiſtence ; ho by the glorious forms in which 
he appeared, the declarations he gave, and 
power he manifeſted; did clearly prove, that 
he was the Creator and Governor of the uni- 
verſe, and that it was he ho upheld the world 
and its inhabitants from finking into perdition 
under the corruption that had taken place 
therein; as Pſal. xv. 3. The earth and all 
« the inhabitants thereof, are n diſſolving, 
* | myſelf have borne: up the pillars: thereof. 
e Selah.” , What a comfortable reflection 
that the help of ſinners is laid upon ſuch a glo- 
rious and miglity One, 
But if man is incapable in this aralant ſtate 
to diſcover any being beyond the ſyſtem of 
nature, or any power above what is called 
its laws, without revelation; much leſs could 
any being or power be diſcovered by man, 
beyond that glorious and mighty One who 
.demonſtrated himſelf to be the Creator, Pre- 
ſerver, and Governor of the world; and to 
whoſe uncontrolled ſway all nature was made 
to yicld, unleſs he had given information there- 
of. But this he did by intimating that there 


was. 
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was one greater than he, whoſe meſſenger he 
only was, and to whom he ſtood related as a 


fon and ſervant. This Scriptural view of the 
one Mediator, the Redeemer, and Saviour of 
ſinners; as the Creator, Supporter and Govern- 
or of the univerſe, dwelling in the Father, and 
the Father in him, in the cloſeſt union that 


poſlibly can ſubſiſt with a diſtinction of perſons 
and agencies; doth alſo demonſtrate the kind- 
neſs and love of God to mankind, in conde- 
ſcending thus to reveal to ſuch infignificant 
creatures, creatures defiled by fin ; ſo clear a 
manifeſtation of himſelf, his glorious perfec- 
tions, and gracious purpoſes, relative to the 


Works. of his hand. But all theſe are ſtill more 
fully and intimately manifeſted by the incarna- 


tion of the Son of God. 
Some have alledged that we cannot know 


the nature of God's moral perfections; that 


is, his juſtice, goodneſs and truth; from any 


diſcovery he hath made of himſelf to us. This 


need not be thought ſtrange, from thoſe who 
reject the revelation he hath given of himſelf 
in his word; but it is very much ſo, from 
thoſe who profeſs a belief of that revelation. 


Experience, ſad experience, however, proves, 
that education and a habit of thinking, will re- 
concile the human mind to the groſſeſt abſur- 
dities. The Scriptures do teſtify in the plain- 
eſt and fulleſt manner, that God is good, 


that he is love, that his tender mercies are 
over all his- works, and that there is no re- 
ſpe& of perſons with him. This Scripture 
character of the Moſt High being quite irre- 
concilable with the idea of a being; who, from 
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a free volition of his own will, ordained a 


great, or rather the greateſt part of his crea- 
tures, to abſolute and endleſs miſery ; while, 
from a partial reſpect to ſome perſons, he pre- 
deſtinated them to happineſs ; therefore ſome, 
rather than give up their favourite idol, are 
willing to alledge, that goodneſs, love, G. 
in God, are of a different kind from theſe 
qualities or diſpoſitions which we call good- 
neſs, love, mercy, c. in men. This is a 
blow at the root, and totally deſtroys the 
foundation of all our confidence in the pro- 
miſes of God, and of our comfort ariſing 
therefrom'; for, if it were fo, then for any 
thing we know, it might be confiſtent with 
the truth of God never to fulfil his promiſes ; 
with his goodneſs, to. ſuffer evil to reign tri- 


umphant over the works of his hand without 


end; and with his tender mercy, to inflict the 
moſt cruel torture that infinite wiſdom can 
contrive, and infinite power effect. But to the 
unſpeakable comfort of all who know and be- 
lieve the truth, the goodneſs of God ſhines 
forth with a brightneſs of evidence, which 
challenges the admiration, and humble grati- 
tude of all the children of men ; for he hath 
given the moſt plain and certain diſcoveries 
of his love, his mercy, his goodneſs, and all 
the other perfections of his nature, with which 
human happinefs, or indeed the happineſs 
of any of his creatures, fo far as we know, 
1s concerned, as leaves no ground to ſuſpe& 
that ever he will inflict an unavailing puniſh- 
ment on any of the works of his hand ; for, 
ſince he will have a reſpe& to the works of 

his 
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his hand, and his tender mercy is over all his 
works; the hand that ſtrikes will be always 
directed by the heart that e, ical the pu- 
niſhment he inſſicts. 
In the Scriptures of truth, we bah not only 
the names of goodneſs, love; mercy, truth, 
Cc. but the import of theſe. names are alſo 
particularly pointed out, and that fo fully and 
plainly, that none who pay any attention to 
that revelation appear to be in the leaſt diffi- 
culty about their meaning. We have the di- 
vine teſtimony in expreſs terms, He bath ſpew- 
ed thee, O man, what is good. | | 
To love mercy, walk humbly, reliems the 

opprefled, miniſter to the wants of the needy, 
and to fulfil every promiſe with the utmoſt 
_ exacnels, are certainly characteriſtics of a good, 

merciful, loving, and truthful diſpoſition. It 
is not here alledged, that the moſt enlighten- 
ed mind can take in a perfect idea of the 
goodneſs of God, or any of his other -perfec- 
tions from the revelation he hath given; nor 
yet that the goodneſs, love, &c. of thoſe who 
have arrived at the higheſt attainments in this 
ſtate, come up even to their own ideas, much 
leſs that they come up to theſe perfections as 
they are in God; no, the diſproportion is in- 
finite. But though the diſproportions be in- 
finite as to degree, yet the nature and tenden- 
cy appear to be ſimilar. 

But this matter is ſet in a ſtill clearer and 
more certain point of view, by the incarnation 
of the Son of God. We are certain from 
what is recorded of the words which he ſpake, 
ang the works which he did; that the 2 
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neſs; love, merey and! truth, Which he mani. 
felted; or which appeared? in Him- were ſimi. 


lat 10 what is ſo called among men; or, to 


thoſe qualities and diſpoſitions that characte- 
rize a good or perfect man, in a ſenſe ſome- 


times uſed' in Scripture. And we are alſo 


certain, that the perfections of goodneſs, &. 
which he manifeſted, were the perfections of 
the only begotten of the Father; and were 
therefore a true repreſentation of theſe per- 
fections as they ſubſiſt in the inviſible God, 
whoſe image he was, and ever will continue 
to be. | | 
The incarnation of the Son of God, or the 
Word's being made fleſh, was a real manife- 
ſtation of God in the fleſh in every point of 
view. He who was thus incarnate, was the 
image of the inviſible God, the God of glory 
who appeared unto Abraham and others un- 
der the Old Teſtament diſpenſation; and 
when incarnate, his glory was beheld as the 
glory of the only begatten of the Father, full 
of grace and truth; and in this ſtate alſo, he 
manifeſted forth his glory, ſo as to give ſuf- 
ficient proof that he was the Son of God, the 
King of Ifrael, and Saviour of the world. And 
as he ever dwelt in the Father and the Father 
in him; the glory of the inviſible God the 
Father was manifeſted in the fleſh through 
him. So it 1s faid, in' him dwelleth all the 
fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. Obſerve, it 
is not ſaid in him dwells the ſecond perſon of 
the Godhead bodily, which the ſcheme of doc- 
trine oppoſed to this would ſeem to require. 
Among the many abſurdities that attend 


the 
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che doctrine of a plurality of perſons who have 

all one indiviſible effence, thoſe that attend the 
ſuppoſition of a covenant-tranſaction upon this 

an, ſeems to be none of the leaſt. For, let 
it be ſuppoſed, that the Son is the ſame eſ- 
ſence with the Father; then, being equally 
independent, ſelf-ſufficient, immutable and in- 
capable of paſſiveneſs or ſuffering, he could no 
more be humbled, feel the infirmities of the hu- 
man nature, ſuffer and die than the Father. 
If therefore he covenanted to be incarnate, 
humbled, expoſed to ſufferings, and actually 
to die; he covenanted to what it was impoſſible 
for him to perform. | 
It is to no purpoſe to ſay that he fulfilled 
what was covenanted to, by aſſuming the hu- 


man nature; fince, notwithſtanding of what 


is called perſonal union, the divine nature was 
as diſtin& from the human nature thus united 
to it, as it was diſtin from any other man; 
and the divine nature of the ſecond perſon 
neither felt, nor was affected with the ſuffer- 
ings of human nature any more than the reſt 
of the perſons in the Godhead. 
Io ſay the beſt of it, it certainly gives but a 
very low repreſentation of the divine love or 
the condeſcenſion of the Son of God; for, it 
is but a ſmall matter for a perſon to ſettle dif- 
ficult articles, and painful to accompliſh, when 
the difficulty and pain cannot affect himſelf. 
But the Scripture doctrine concerning the 
Son of God, gives a very different view of 
this matter, We are there taught, that. that 
very ſame Word who was with God in the be- 
ginning, by whom all things were made ; 


even 
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even that fame Word was made fleſh, That 


as the children are partakers of fleſh and 
blood, even ſo he alſo himſelf took part of the 


ſame, that he might feel their infirmities, ſüf- 


fer and die. And ſo the very ſame perſon: 


who entered into covenant, fulfils every thing 


covenanted in the ſtricteſt ſenſe. This view 
of the matter alſo demonſtrates the greatneſs 
and reality of the love of God the Father to 
mankind ſinners, in thus ſending his only be- 
gotten Son into a ſtate of real humiliation and 
{uffering. And no leſs demonſtrates the love 
of Chrifl that he ſhould voluntarily and cheer- 
fully undertake to expoſe himſelf to ſufferings 
ſo complicated, pains ſo exquiſite, and. igno- 
miny ſo inconceivably great. Wonderful con- 
deſcenſion ! demonſtrating a degree of love, 
not to be found among the moſt feeling of 
the ſons of men. And what a firm founda- 
tion is here laid, for the moſt ſolid comfort and 
inexpreſſible joy. E 

When his poor weary followers find them- 
ſelves ſurrounded with difficulties, and in- 
volved in poverty and want; how comfortable 
and cheering muſt it be for them to know and 
reflect, that he who is their glorious Forerun- 
ner, experimentally knows, and is touched 
with a feeling of all their afflictions, infirmi- 
ties and wants? And when they conſider that 
he not only went through a ſtate of ſorrow, 
poverty and grief, but alſo paſſed into the dark 
regions of death, and vanquiſhed that king of 
terrors in his ſtrongeſt hold; how may their 
minds be fortified, and they encouraged to 
enter that gloomy 10 with quietneſs and 


ſerenity 


— 
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ſerenity of mind? Since they are aſſured, that 
. - as certainly as their glorious Head aroſe and 
aſcended in triumph, having - vanquiſhed hell 
and death; fo certainly ſhall they be freed 
rom its power, and conducted to thoſe man- 
= fions of bliſs that he hath prepared for them. 
i - How full of comfort is that ſhort declaration 
of this mighty Saviour, recorded Rev. i. 17, 18. 
& Fear not, I am the firſt and the laſt, even 
&« he that hveth, and was dead, and behold 1 
< am alive for evermore. Amen. And l have 

* the keys of hell and of death.” 
A view of this one Mediator between God 


ſtalment into the poſſeſſion of that glory which 
he had with the Father before the world was, 
preſents a no leſs comfortable proſpect. He 
- having aſcended up far above all heavens, and 
being poſſeſled of an energy whereby he is able 
to ſubdue all things unto himſelf, there can re- 
main no doubt but he will fully accompliſh all 
* that remains to be accomplifhed' of his under- 
taking, when he hath already accompliſhed the 
moſt aſtoniſhing and painful part of it. And 
if God ſpared not his own Son but delivered 
him up for us all, how much more ſhall he not 
with him alſo freely give us all things. When 
reconciliation is accompliſhed by his death, fal- 
vation will certainly be effected by his life. 
Therefore we may be fully aſſured, that if we 


ſhall be alſo in the likenefs of his reſurrection. 
To conclude this head, it may be obſerved, 
that the Scripture-doctrine relative to this im- 
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and men, in his eſtate of exaltation, and rein- 


are planted in the likeneſs of his death, we 


Portant ſubject; namely, the knowledge of the 
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only true God and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath 
ſent, is replete with comfort, in every point of 
view. It exhibits the early outgoings of the 
love of God through his only begotten Son, 
the brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs 
image of his perſon ; and preſents to our faith 
a glorious Captain of falvation, made | an 6 — 
through ſufferings, a great high Prieſt who 

can be touched with a feeling of our infirmi- 


ties; even a mighty Saviour, who is able to 


fave to the uttermoſt, all that come unto God 
by bim. And this exhibition of the divine 
goodneſs, in propoſing a happineſs to mankind, 


in all reſpects greater than they can conceive 


and in giving them all the ſecurity for their 
moſt certain enjoyment of it in the way that 


- he hath appointed, that their nature in its pre- 


ſent ſtate can admit of, is every way ſuited to 
inſpire the ſoul with the trueſk devotion, and 
molt exalted piety, and to inflame the heart with 
ſeraphic love; ſo as to draw forth all the powers 
of the ſoul, in humble praiſe to God for ſuch. 
diſcoveries of boundleſs goodneſs, never-fail- 
ing grace, and tender mercy, extending to all 
the works of his hand, through Jeſus Chriſt. 
his only begotten Son. 
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An APPENDIX, 


i In which are more particularly anſwered, ſuck 


objections as are commonly urged by ſome, 


againſt ſome things that have been advanced 


in the foregoing pages; from the names 
ALEIM and JEHovan, Oc. And the import 
or ſignification of theſe names, &'c. pointed 
out. 
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This Appendix being intended as a ſupple- 


ment to Head IV. it may be divided as fol- 
lows : e 


8 Ke 


Concerning a Plurality in the Unity of the Supreme | 


Eſſence. 


1. IT is argued, that the plural form of the word 
- . ALEIM, commonly tranſlated Gop, 
is a proof of this plurality. And that Deut. vi. 4. 
is perfectly deciſive in favour of this argument, if 
rightly tranſlated. The text in the Englith Bible 
reads thus: © Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our God 
«« is one Lord.” And from thence it is argued, 
that the word HD rendered Ged, is plural, and 
the word MINN, rendered Lord, is fingular ; there- 
fore there is a plurality in the unity of the eſſence. 
The import or ſignification of theſe intereſting 
names, which it is the ſpecial intereſt of mankind 
to know, will be enquired into, Sect. II. But to- 
affirm, that the word Aleim always ſignifies a plura- 
lity of perſons or agents, is to charge the Scriptures: 
of the Old. Teſtament with abſurdity, and thoſe of 
the New with perverting their ſenſe. It is ſaid, 
Exod. vii. 1. © have made thee (HD,, Aeim) 
| K 3 I « a 
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© a God to Pharaoh,” Would it not be charging 
the Scriptures with abſurdity to ſay, that they 
teach us to believe that Jenovan made Moſes a 
plurality of perſons, when he ſent him to ſpeak un- 
to Pharaoh? One would think that this application 
of the word Aleim, in this text alone, would be ſuf. 
- ficient to convince any one, that it doth not always 

- denote a plurality of perſons or agents. But this is 
not the only text; it is only one among many, in 
Which the word Aleim hath a ſingular — 
I ſhall here only add another, Pſal. xlv. 6, 7. Thy 
„ throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a ſceptre 
&« of righteouſneſs is the ſceptre of thy kingdom: 
ce thou loveſt righteouſneſs, and hateſt wickedneſs: 
therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with 
* the oil of gladneſs above thy fellows.” It is the 
word Aleim that is tranſlated God in both theſe 
verſes; and it is the Son that is called Aleim in the 
one, and the Father that is called Aleim in the other. 
If therefore the word Aleim is always to be under- 
ſtood as ſignifying a plurality of perſons, we muſt 
believe that there is a plurality of perſons in the Son, 
and alſo a plurality of perſons in the Father; that is, 
that at leaſt the Father and the Son conſiſt of two 


perſons each, and ſo muſt at lealt make four perſons 


betwixt them. Fo ſay that the Scriptures of the 
Old- Teſtament teach this, is ſurely a ſaying that 
they teach groſs abſurdity ; this being an abſurdity 
too groſs to be named, were it not neceſſary to ex- 
poſe the abſurdity of an idolized ſyſtem. And ſince 
in the New-Teſtament the word leim is frequently 
rendered ſingular; as Heb. i. 8, 9. where this paſ- 
ſage is quoted; and Mark xii. 29. where Deut. vi. 
4. is quoted, as was formerly obſerved : The ſenſe 
of the word would ſurely be perverted, if it meant 
a plurality in theſe texts in the original Hebrew, 
quoted in theſe paſſages. | 

But the word οιν D,, Aleim, is not the only one 
in the Hebrew Scriptures that has a plural form, and 
yet appears to have a ſingular ſignification. For we 


find 
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find EM rebim, the nether mill. ſtone, Deut. xxiv. 
6. ry eribim, the mill, Exod. xi. 5. and 


n tzerim, or zſerim, noon-day, Pſal. xci. 6. 
Even the word UN, which ſignifies a Lord or Ma- 
ſter, is uſed in a plural form, when applied to one 
perſon; ſo Joſeph is called ANN, the lord of 
the land, Gen. xlii. 30. Thoſe who know the He- 
brew language, do know, that the final IJ of a 
plural noun or name, is dropped when in conſtruc. 
tion with another word; ſo that JN, in this text, 
is equal to FJ TN. And the tranſlators of the Eng- 


| liſh have underſtood this name, even in the laſt form 


of it, to have a ſingular ſignification, 1 Kings xxii. 
17. 2 Chron. xviii. 16. Iſa. xix, 4. Mal. i. 6. 

If we were fully acquainted with the Hebrew lan- 
guage, we would likely ſee a peculiar beauty in ap- 
plying plural names to perſons or things; not from 
theſe names denoting a plurality of perſons or agents; 
but from their denoting the various relations or pro- 
perties ſigrified by the root from which the name is 
formed, that centre in the perſon or thing to which 
the name 1s applied. p 

And with reſpect to the name Alcim, it appears 
rather to be the plurality of relations ſuſtained 


the perſon or perſons, to. whom it is applied, than a * 


plurality of perſons, that is thereby pointed out. 
That the name Aleim is a relative name, is abun- 
dantly evident from the application of it in Scrip- 
ture; and if the relation or relations expreſſed by 


this name be the ſame, whether ſuſtained by one or 


more perſons; or whether the perſon or perſons be 
maſculine or feminine; there appears to be no im- 
propriety in this name being of the ſame form, in all 
theſe applications of it: Since it is not uſed to point 


out the number or gender of the perſon or perſons 


to whom it is applied, but the relations which they 
ſuſtain. Accordingly we find, that the name Aleim, 
hath the ſame form, not only when ſingular and 
plural, but alſo when maſculine and feminine ; as 
1 Kings xi. 5, 33. where Aſhtaroth, or 9 is 

375 HO called 


— 


— 


L 10 | 
called Aleim, and rendered the 808 of the Zido. 


nians. The ſingular and plural, or maſculine and 
feminine fignifications of this name, ſeem therefore 


to be — by the text and context where it 


occurs. 

And why Modld it appear any way ne that 
a Hebrew name ſhould be found that hath but one 
form, in all theſe different applications, ſince we find 
ſeveral of the ſame kind in our own language. To 
inſtance only one, the name /h-ep ; this name is of 
the ſame form, whether we fay one ſheep or two 
ſheep, a male ſheep or a female ſheep. 

From all which there ſeems to be very little ground 
to ſuppoſe that Deut. vi. 4. will prove a plurality in 
the unity of the eſſence. And thoſe who preſume 
to give it a ſenſe, ſo very diff-rent from the man- 

ner in which it is quoted and expreſſed by our Lord, 

Mark xii. 29. formerly taken notice of, ſeem rather 
to take too much upon them, when they give a read- 
ing different in ſenſe, from that which is given by 
him who muſt know infinitely better, what readi1 
was moſt conducive to give a juſt diſcovery of the 
only true God, than the wiſeſt and moſt knowing of 
the ſons of men. 

2. It is argued, that the name Aleim being ſome- 
times joined with plural verbs and ee a 
N to be a plural name. 

To this it might be anſwered, that the name 
Alcim being frequently joined with ſingular verbs 
and. prououns, proves that it is a ſingular name. 

Surely if its being ouly ſometimes joined with plu- 
ral nouns and verbs be a proof that it is a plural 
noun, its being frequently joined with ſingular nouns 
and verbs mult be a ſtronger proof that it is a ſingu- 
lar noun. And certain it is, that all the inſtances. 
that can be produced of the former, are quite incon- 
ſiderable, in compariſon of what might be produced 
of the latter. But ſince it cannot have a ſingular 
and plural ſignification at the ſame time, the text 
and context (as has been noticed), muſt determine 
| whether 
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whether it is to be underſtood ſingular or plural; for 
that it may have either of theſe ſignifications, in dif- 


| ferent places, is readily granted. 


There are ſome texts, however, that have been 


made uſe of to prove the name Aleim to be plural, 


which do not appear any way to anſwer that end; 
ſuch as, Gen. i. 26. And Aleim ſaid let us make 
« man in our image, after our likeneſs,” Gen. ut. 
22. © And IEHO vA, Aleim, ſaid, behold the man is 
«© become like one of us.” And Gen. xi. 6, 7. 
«© And JEHOVAH faid,—let us go down, &c.” One 


would think, if 4leim muſt be plural, becauſe joined 


with the expreſſion let us make, then JEHovan mult 
alſo be a plural name, becauſe joined with the ex- 
preſſion let us go down. But this laſt they hold to 
be ſingular, though the ſame evidence appears here 
to prove it to be plural, that is held out by them as 
ſufficient to prove Altim to be plural. The name 
Aleim, however, is as evidently joined with a fin- 
gular verb in theſe texts; for the word rendered 


ſaid is a ſingular verb in the original. And the form 


of expreſſion uſed in theſe texts intimates to us, what 


the Scriptures at large. do uniformly teach; namely, 


that all divine purpoſes relative to creatures originate 


from wHy DTIIR the Moſt High God, and are car- 
| ried into execution by Jeſus Chriſt his only begotten 


Son. And the Son being an intelligent agent ſuh - 
ſiſting perſonally diſtinct | From the Father, Rad theſe 
purpoſes intimated to him before they were carried 
into execution, Our Lord himſelf who beſt knew 
theſe things hath informed us, that © the Father lo- 
* veth the Son and theweth him all things that him- 
6 ſelf doth,” John v. 20. It appears, therefore, 
that the ſame Aleim, (that is, the Father,) who ſaid 
to the Son, thy throne, © God, is forever and ever: 
ſaid alſo to the Son, let us make man. And the 
fame JEHOvaH who ſaid unto the Son, Sit thou on 

my right hand ; faid alſo to him, let us go down. 
It is ſtrange how it ſhould have entered into the 
mind'of any perſon to think that a name muſt be 
| | | plural, 
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plural, or that there muſt be a plurality in what it is 
applied to, becauſe it is joined with the expreſſion, 
let us, &, When nothing is more common, than 


Ing to one or more, about any thing they are mutu- 
ally concerned in, ) let us, &c. So the Levites ſer. 
vant ſaid, . Let us turn into this city,” Judges xix. 


* ſon of the Philiſtines,” 1 Sam. xiv. 6. Nathan 
ſaid, And David our lord knoweth it not,” 1 Kings, 
i. 11. And Jehu faid, “ Unto which of all us,” 
2 Kings ix. 5. How ridiculous and abſurd would it 
be, to ſay that Jonathan, David, &c. are plural names, 
denoting that: Jonathan, David, &c. were each of 
them plural beings; yet theſe names are as much 
Joined with plural verbs and pronvuns as the name 
Aleim in the texts before noticed. But thoſe who 
lay ſo much ſtreſs on the expreſſion, LET US, and 
think it ſo concluſive, when ſpoken by JeHovan, to 


creatures, even offending creatures, included in that 
expreſſion, when ſpoken to by JEHOVAUH himſelf, 
Ifa. i. 18.“ Come now, and let us reaſon together, 
& faith the Lord, (or Jenovan,) though your ſins 
&© be as ſcarlet, &c.” Will they ſay that this de- 
notes plurality in unity? Surely not. 

It has been ſaid by way oſ reply to this; that the 
expreflion, Let us reaſon together, ſuppoſes their ca- 
pacity to reaſon, or © Implies their capacity for rea- 
ſoning. And hence it ſeems to be inferred, that 
when it is ſaid, Let us make man, it implies a capa- 
city to make man. This is ſurely all very juſt. And 
it might alſo be inferred, that as the expreſſion, Let 
us reaſon together, implies that the perſons ſpoken to 
were endued with reaſoning faculties diſtin from 
him that ſpeaks to them; ſo the expreſſion, Let us 
make man, implies that the perſon ſpoken to, was en- 
dued with a capacity to make man, diſtin from him 
that ſpeaks to him. It was ſurely as poſſible for the 
Father to give this capacity to the Son, as to give 
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for one ſingle individual perſon to ſay, (when ſpeak- 


It. Jonathan faid, let us go over unto the garri- 


prove a plurality in the unity of the eſſence; may find 


him 


n . ETC 


V 


city, be repreſented as diſtinct from the Father's ca- 


pacity and agency; yet there appears to be always 
a joint operation of the Father and the Son, in eve- 


his country and his kindred. And that the Father 
revealed hiwfelf unto Jacob through his only begot- 


place in which it occurs. 


cherubim. 


3 2 
him to have life in himſelf, even as he hath life m 
himſelf. But though this capacity in the Son to 


create, and his agency in the exertion of this capa» 


ry exertion of divine agency in or upon creatures, 45 
has been already noticed. 5 

There is indeed ſome hkelihovd that the name 
Aleim is plural in the two following texts, Gen. xx. 
13. © Aleim, they cauſed me to wander.” And 
Gen. xxv. 7. Aleim were revealed unto him.” But 
though this ſhould be the true reading of theſe texts, 
all that they prove is, that the Father and the Son 
were jointly concerned in cauſing Abraham to leave 


ten Son. 


There appears, therefore, to be no evidence to 
believe, that the name Aleim is ever intended to de- 


note ,a plurality in the unity of the effence, in any 


3. The doctrine of a plurality or trinity of per- 
ſons in the unity of the eſſence, is alſo ſuppoſed to be 
proved from the figurative repreſentation of the 


From this it is argued, that the different faces of 
the cherubim ele, wee the different perſons in the 
eſſence. That the face of the ox was an emblem of 
fire, and fire an emblem of the Father ; that the 
face of the lion was an emblem of light, and light 
an einblein of che Son; that the face of a man was 
an emblem of the human nature of the Son ; that 
the face of an eagle was an emblem of air, and air 
an emblem of the Holy Spirit. 

Now, ſuppoſe it ſhould be granted that theſe. faces 
were erblems of the Father, and the Son, &c. 
(which does not appear to be .the caſe, when the 
matter, is examined into,) it would remain to be 
7 | _ ſhown 


| e 
ſhown, how theſe emblematic faces prove, either pro. 
per perſonality, or equality. 

be only argument that can be addueed for di. 
ſitinct perſonality, ſeems to be, from the diſtinction of 


bs 
* 
4 


it would follow that there are four diſtinct perſons; 
for the face of the man is as diſtinct from the face 

of the lion, as the face of the lion is diſtint from 
the face of the ox. And the argument for equality 
and unity of eſſence, can only be deducedefrom the 
faces being all of one ſubſtance, namely one maſs of 
2 This ſeems to be viewed as a moſt clear and 
emonſtrative evidence of the equality of the per- 
ſons, and the unity of their eſſence. But then, like 
the other, it proves too much; for according to this 
argument, the humanity is proved to be equal, and 
of the ſame ſubſtance with the divinity; ſince the 
face of the man was of the ſame ſubſtance and qua- 
lity with the other faces. Theſe conſequences be- 
ing both inevitable, and inadmiſſible, the arguments 
from which they flow muſt be void of force, and. al. 
together inconcluſive. Since therefore the cheru- 
bim or cherubs, even in this view, fail to prove the 
doctrine of a trinity of perſons in the unity of the 
eſſence ; it ſeems of ſmall conſequence to the point 
in diſpute, whether they be viewed as emblems of 
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and the Holy Spirit, or nor. 

But as the cherubims are frequently mentioned in 
Fj Scripture, a ſhort view of what is ſaid of them, may 
18 help us in ſome meaſure to judge, whether they ap- 

pear to be a repreſentation of IEHO vA, or a repre- 
ſentation of the attendants of his throne, + | 
We have the moſt full and particular account of 
the cherubim in the 1ſt and 1oth chapters of Eze- 
kiel's prophecy. It is ſaid, Ezek. i. 10. 26. As 
« for the likeneſs of their faces, they four had the 
c face of a man, and the face of a lion on the right 
« ſide, and they four had the face of an ox on the 


© left ſide, and they four had the face of an ea ” 
| 2 . cc 


© theſe faces from one another. But according to this, 


the Father and the Son, together with the Humanity 


” 


am oh fo a> @.T 4a EEE > 
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« And above the firmament that was over their 
« heads was the likeneſs of a throne, as the appear- 


« ance of ſapphire ſtone, and upon the likeneſs of 


« the throne was the likeneſs as the appearance of 
« a man above upon it.” And, Ezek. x, 20. 


c This is the living creature that I ſaw under the 


&« God of Iſrael.” Language can ſcarce be more 
deſcriptive of a diſtinction between the God of Iſrael 
and the cherubs 'or cherubim, than that which is 
here uſed, Yet it has been alledged, that the che- 
rubims are not to be conſidered as being under the 
God of Iſrael, but that they were ſeen in/tead of 
the God of Iſrael; becauſe the word NNN rendered 
under, often ſignifies inſtead of, as well as under. 
But the whole repreſentation ſeems ſtrongly to for- 
bid this ſenſe of the word here, and to confirm the 
reading quoted above from the Engliſh Bible ; for 


the firmament is repreſented above the cherubim, 


the throne above the firmament, and the God of 
Iſrael above the throne ; the cherubim called the 
living creature was therefore certainly ſeen under, 


not in/tead of, the God of Iſrael, who was ſeen in a 


figurative-repreſentation above the throne, encircled 
with a rain-bow, not unſimilar to what is recorded 
Rey. iv. 2, 4- 8 

We have alſo a repreſentation of the glory of Ix- 
HOVAH, Iſa. vi. 1, 2, 3. © In the year that king Uz- 


&« ziah died, I ſaw alſo the Lord ſitting upon a throne 


44 high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 
Above it ſtood the ſeraphim, or ſeraphs, each one 
© having ſix wings ; And one cried unto another, 
and ſaid, holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hoſts, 
* the whole earth is full of his glory.“ 


ce 
60 
ce 
ce 
ce 


was in the ſpirit; and behold, a throne was ſet 
in heaven, and one ſat upon the throne. And he 
that ſat was to look upon like a jaſper and a ſar- 
dine- ſtone; and there was a rain- bow round about 


e throne, and round about the 
«« throne, 


So likewiſe, Rev. iv. 2,—8. © And immediately 


the throne, in ſight like unto an emerald. And 
« m the midſt of th 
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e throne, were four beaſts,” or rather dos, living 
ones, „ full of eyes before and behind. And the 
« firſt living one was like a lion, and the ſecond li. 
“ ving one was like a calf, and the third living one 
ic had a face as a man, and the fourth living one 


Was like a flying eagle. And the four living ones 


c had each of them fix wings, —and they reſt not 
4% day and night, ſaying, holy, holy, holy Lord God 
« Almighty.” + = 15 
There is a very great ſimilarity in all theſe viſions; 
and the laſt, namely that which was ſeen by the 
apoſtle John, ſeems to include in the deſcription of 
the living ones, or living creatures, all that is ſaid 
of the cherubim and ſeraphim in former viſions ; for 
their faces agree in number and kind with the cheru- 
bim or cherubs, and the number of their wings and 
their-exerciſe, agrees with what is ſaid of the ſera- 
phim or ſeraphs. And hence, it appears, that what- 
ever was repreſented by the cherubim, the ſame, or 
ſomething {imilar, behoves to be repreſented by the 
Four living ones. This is allowed by thoſe who hold 
the cherubim to be a repreſentation.of a trinity in 
unity. Now, it is evident; that the four living crea- 
tures repreſent beings that worthip ; for Rev. v. 8. 
„The four living creatures, and the four and twen- 
& ty elders fell down before the Lainb.” And ſay, 
verſe 9g. Thou waſt flain and haſt redeemed us by 
4e thy blood.” NY | 
Since therefore the cherubim are ſaid to be under 
the God of Iſrael, and the living creatures ſay they 
are redeemed by the blood of the lamb; it ſeems to 
be very-evident, that they are not a repreſentation 
of a trinity of divine perſons in one efſence, as ſome 
contend, | | Es 
With reſpect to the cherubun that were placed in 
the tabernacle and temple, it is ſaid of them, that 
their faces were toward one another, toward the 
mercy- ſeat, Exod. xxv. 20. and xxxyli. 9. Predeaux 
wherves, that their faces being inward, _— 
| ; ; the 


— 


Deos een. 


a 


YM 34 
that they were figures worſhipping, not to be wor- 
ſhipped. It might alſo be obſerved, that Jemovar 


zs ſeveral times ſaid to dwell between or inhabit the 
cherubim; but he is never, (ſo. far as I know,) faid 


to be repreſented by them, From all which it ap- 
pears, that whatever theſe figures were intended to 
repreſent, it was not that plurality in unity, which 
fome ſo warmly contend for. 

But that ſomething was figured out by the cheru- 
bim, ſeems very certain; and alſo that the thing fi- 

red out by them did ſome way concern mankind'z 
— they were ſo conſtantly exhibited in thoſe ſanc- 
tuaries that God placed among men. There was an 
exhibition of the cherubim immediately after the fall, 
with the reſt of the apparatus of the ſanctuary. We 
know there had been an altar, becauſe there were 
ſacrifices; and the words rendered flaming ſword, 
which might have been rendered conſuming flame, 
ſeem to denominate the ſacred fire. The whole ex- 


+ hibition being calculate by infinite wiſdom, to point 
out, and to keep the way to the true tree of life in 


their mind. But if this ſhould appear dark or un- 
certain, there can be no doubt that the tabernacle 
and temple ſervices were appointed for this end, 
Neither have we any ground to doubt that the earth. 
ly tabernacle and temple were figures of the heaven- 
ly. See Heb. ix. 9, 23, 24. | 
Now the entering of the High Prieſt into the ho- 
ly of holies once every year, appears to have beert 
intended to repreſent the entering of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt into the heaven itſelf, >. Ber he ſhould have 
accompliſhed his humiliation and ſufferings. And 
this ſervice of the High Prieſt entering into the holy 
of holies, may be conlidered not only as repreſenting 
to their faith this great and intereſting event; but 
alſo as giving them an aſſured token, or earneſt of 
its accompliſhment, that as they ſaw or were aſſured 
that the High Prieſt entered into the holy of holies, 


which were the figures of the true; ſo the promiſed 


Meſhah, would, in due time, moſt certainly, enter 
L 2 „ 


* 
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the heavens itſelf, or holy of holies above, clothed 
with a body of the ſeed of the woman, there to ap- 
. pear in che preſence of God, in behalf uf all who rer 
Y to be bleſſed in him. Since therefore the ſufferings 
of Chriſt and his entrance into the higher ſanctuary, 


were figured out by the ſacrifices and entrance of 
the High Prieſt into the holy of holies; is it not at 
leaſt probable, that the fruits or effects that were to 
iſſue therefrom, ſhould alſo be figured out, or re- 
preſented, by ſomething in that figurative ſanctuary? 
And if this was the caſe, the cherubim ſeem to be 
figures intended for this purpoſe. The Son of God ya 
was manifeſted that he might deſtroy the works of ; 
the devil, 1 John ii. 8. To take away our fins, 
verſe 5. He ' ſuffered without the gate, that he 
might ſanctify the people through his own blood, 
Heb. xiii. 12. And when {in is deſtroyed, or taken 
away, and ſanctification effected; then is the image 
of God reſtored, and the creature is then fit to be 
preſented in his preſence, having neither ſpot nor 
wrinkle nor any ſuch thing - Creatures thus created 
a- new by Chriſt Jeſus, may with propriety be called 
Day, kerubim, that is, the likeneſſes of the 
mw ones; which the word rendered cherubims, doth 
ignify; for being created into the likeneſs of the 
Son, they are of conſequence created into the like- 
neſs of the Father alſo. The faces of the cherubim 
being inward towards the mercy-ſeat, the place 
where the divine preſence was manifeſted, and from 
whence the will of God was intimated ; might repre- 
ſent the condition and exerciſe, of thoſe who are 
brought into the preſence of God, in the ſanctuary 
above; being within the vail, might repreſent their 
being brought into the heaven itſelf; looking to the 
mercy-ſeat, that attentiveneſs to behold the glory of 
God ſhining forth through Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
wonders of mercy diſplayed through him; and ſtand- 
ing with outſtreached wings, their readineſs: to ful- 
fil bis pleaſure with the greateſt ſpeed. And the 
complication of faces, that were thus depoſited 1n 
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E 
the holy of holies, might intimate God's gracious 
purpoſe according to his good pleaſure; that in the 
diſpenſation of the fulneſs of the times, he would 


gather together all things in Chriſt, deliver the crea- 
tion from the bondage of corruption, and 91 eve- 


ry creature into the glorious liberty of the ſons of 


God ; ſo that every creature in heaven and on earth, 


and under the earth, and ſuch as are in the ſeay 
ſhould -harmoniouſly join in aſcribing blefling, 


and glory, and honour, and power, to him that ſit- 
teth upon the throne, and to the Lamb, for ever 


and ever. See Col. i. 20. Eph. i. 9, 10. Rom. 
viii. 21. Rev. v. 12. | | 5 

4. The doctrine of a plurality or trinity of perſons 
in one eſſence, is ſuppoſed to be proved by analogy, 
taken from three conditions of the material heavens ;. 
that is, fire, light, and air. a 


It is alledged, -if I miſtake not, that the matter of 


the heavens ſubſiſt in the condition of fre in the 


body of the ſun, from which there is a continual 


emanation of the ſame matter in the condition of 
light; that this matter, acquiring a groſſneſs by di- 
ſtance from the ſun, ts changed into air; and ſo is 
puſhed back into the ſun, where ir is changed into 
fire, and again into light. And that by this conti- 
nual egreſs. and wares, a perpetual motion is pro- 
duced, . which, with an admirable regularity, carries 
all the planets in the ſolar ſyſtem round their proper 
orbs. However juſt this may be, as a ſyſtem of phi- 
loſophy, it ſeems no way fuited to prove by analogy, 
that there are three perſons in one divine eſſence. 
Thoſe who make uſe of it for this purpoſe, ſup- 


poſe that the Father is repreſented by the fire in the 


body of the fun ; becauſe, as is alſo fuppoſed, he is 
ſpoken of under the notion of fire in Scripture; and 
that wrath, ſignified by fire, is peculiarly exerted by 
him; for proof of which, Deut. iv. 24. Heb. xii. 29. 
are brought, with ſome other texts leſs direct to the 


- purpoſe, $3 
But, with reſpect to theſe things, it may be ob-. 
| L 3 ſerved, 
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ſerved, that no viſible repreſentation ſeems proper to 
repreſent the inviſible God, whom no one hath ſeen 
at any time. And as to fire repreſenting, or wrath 
being peculiarly exerted by the Father; the Scrip. 


ttrres quoted in proof of it, will not ſerve that pur- 
poſe, unleſs it can be proved, that the Father di- 


ſtinctly and abſolutely conſidered, was the Lord God 
of Iſrael, Deut. iv. 24. and that when it is ſaid, 
Heb. xii. 29. For our Cod is à conſuming fire, the 
Father is meant abſolutely and diſtinctly conſidered. 
But this can never be proved from the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Teſtaments, which uniformly teach, 
that the God of believers, under both the Old and 
New Teſtament diſpenſations, is the Father mani- 
feſted in and by his only begotten Son, who is the 
expreſs image of his perſon, and the brightneſs or 
ſhining forth of his glory. 
Since, therefore, this analogy fails in the leading 
and chief article, it ſeems needleſs to trace it further 
in this way of applying it. But if we may make uſe 
of analogy, it will perhaps be found to illuſtrate the 
doctrine it has been brought to oppofe. 
It ſeems to be the opinion of thoſe who have ap- 
plied their minds to the ſtudy of nature, that a prin- 
ciple called fire, fill almoſt, if not altogether, the 
whole material ſyſtem; yet it produces no ſenſible 
effects, nor is its operations, or even its preſence, 
known, tilt excited by ſome proper means through 
ſome proper medium; but when theſe concur, it 
will extend its operations in the moſt tremendous 
manner, as far and wide as the combuſtible matter in 
contact is extended. What we commonly call fire, 
appears therefore to be only a manifeſtation of that 
inviſible fire or active principle, through the matter 
upon which it operates. When wood, coal, or any 
other combuſtible matter is burning, we fee its co- 
lour and texture change, and its magnitude diminiſh 
by that operation ; and when we approach to a cer- 
tain nearneſs, we find a ſenſation excited in our bo- 
dies thereby? but ſtill the principle that ey 
| is 
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this remains hid from our view. This inviſible fire 


or principle that produces ſuch wonderful operations, 
when excited to action through a proper medium, 
ſeems to act moſt powerfully and conftantly in the 

Theſe things obſerved, if we may venture ts 
ſpeak of the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit, by 
analogy from things in nature, fire, light, and heat, 
may be confidered as follows. 

I. The inviſible fire, which is fo univerſally ex- 
tended through the whole material creation, and yet 
is only perceived in its operations through a proper 
medium, may lead by analogy to a conſideration of 
the inviſible God, who, though he fills heaven and 
earth, neither produceth any effect upon his crea- 
tures, nor is perceived by them, but by the mani. 
feſtations be makes of himſelf through Chriſt Jeſus, 
the only mediator between God and men, and. me- 
dium of all divine intercourſe with creatures. 

II. The viſible fire of which the body of the ſun 
is compoſed, and from whence an energy is exerted 
through the whole folar ſyſtem, may lead to a conſi- 
deration of the Son of God, who is the brightneſs 
of the Father's glory, and whoſe powerful energy is 
exerted through the whole ſyſtem of created nature. 
This is rely agreeable to the Seriptures of truth ; 
for theſe teach that it is in the face of Jeſus that the 
glory of God is beheld, 2 Cor. iii. 18. ; that he is 
the image of the inviſible God, Col. i. 15. And.it 
is the Son of God, through whom all the perfections 
and operations of the invifible God are manifeſted, 
who is reprefented in Scripture under the ſimilitude 
of fire, It was ſurely God, thus manifeſted, that 
was the God of Iſrael, and is alſo the God of the 
New-Teſtament Church, as before noticed. Some, 
mdeed, through the unſcriptural repreſentations that 
have been given of God, have uſed the expreſſion, 
Gad out of Chriſt is a conſuming fire.” But this 
has no foundation in Scripture ; for we are there 
taught, that all God's dealings with men are through 
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mediator : And with reſpe& to the execution of 


judgment in particular, our Lord ſays expreſxly, 
cc aber judgeth (se) no one; but hath com- 
4 mitted all judgment to the Son: and hath given 


„ him authority to execute judgment alſo, becauſe 
4 be is the Son of Man,” John v. 22, 27. It is 
 _-therefore evident, that the execution of judgment, 


infliting of puniſhment, or the manifeſting of fiery 
indignation, belongs properly to the Son, who is 
therefore repreſented with the appearance of fire, 
in thoſe glorious repreſentations of him that are re- 
corded in Scripture. When the prophet' Ezekiel 
ſaw the glory of the God of Iſrael, the appearance 
of a man which he ſaw upon the throne, was cer. 
tainly a repreſentation of Chriſt ; and this appearance 
of -a man which he ſaw, had the appearance of fire 
from his loins and upward, and from his loins and 
downward ; this was the appearance of fire through. 
out. See Ezek. i. 279, When the apoſtle John 
alſo had a viſion of Chriſt, his eyes were as a flame 
of fire, and his feet like fine braſs, as if they burned 
in a furnace. See Rev. 1. 14, 15. Anditis likewiſe 
declared concerning Chriſt, Mal. iti. 2. He is like 
a refiner's fire, Matth. iii. 12. He will burn up the 
chaff with unquenchable fire. 2 Theſſ. i. 7, 8. He 
will be revealed from heaven,—in flaming fire, Ge. 
All theſe conſidered, it will appear that the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt may be fiily repreſented by the fire of 
which the body of the fun conſiſts; and the analogy 
ſeems to be very directly countenanced by divine in- 
ſpiration, ſince Chriſt the Son of God is called the 
Sun of righteouſneſs, Mal. iv. 2. To enumerate a 
few particulars in which there ſeems to be a kind of 
analogy, it may be obſerved, 

1. That as the ſun in the firmament is a viſible 
manifeſtation of an inviſible principle; fo Chriſt is the 
image of the inviſible God. | | | 

2. That as the properties of the inviſible principle 
are manifeſted in their operations through the ſun 


in the firmament ; ſo the perfeQions of the inviſible 
: Father 
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F ather are manifeſted in his operations through his 


only begotten Son, It is by his works that God 
diſcovers to us his perfections. For the inviſible 


- ce things of him from the creation of the world are 


ce clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things that 


«© are made, Rom. i. 20. and Eph. iii, 9. CO 7 c 


« created all things by Jeſus Chriſt.” a. 

3. That as animal ar vegetative life is quickened 
and invigorated by the genial influences of the ſun 
ſo ſpiritual and divine life is quickened and carried 
into perfection by the gracious influences of Chriſt, 
who is called a quickening Spirit. 

4. That as the influences of the ſun extend thro' 
the whole ſolar ſyſtem, which perhaps includes the 
whole material creation, as it is ſaid Pſal. xix. 6. 
ee there is nothing hid from the heat thereof ;” fo 
the influences that flow from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
extend through the whole ſyſtem of created nature z 
for“ All things are delivered into his hand,” Mat. 
xi. 27. And by him all things conſiſt,“ Col. i. 17. 
Even the ſun, whoſe glorious brightneſs is too in- 
tenſe for our mortal eyes; is but the workmanſhip 
of his hand, and made ſubſervient by him, to dif. 
penſe his bounty through the material creation. And 
thus the outward creation, and diſtribution of out- 
ward favours, ſeem admirably calculate to lead to a 
contemplation of uncreated excellency and munifi- 
cence, as manifeſted in Chriſt Jeſus ; jn whom are 
all the promiſes, and- who communicates all the pri- 
vileges that mankind enjoy, whether pertaining to life 
or godlineſs. See 2 Cor. i. 20. 2 Pet. i. 3. 

II. The influence that proceeds from the ſun, 
_ lead to a conſideration of the Holy Spirit. 

or, 3 
1. As the influence that proceeds from the ſun in 
the firmament, has a twofold efficacy, namely, that 
of enlightening and warming ; ſo the Holy Spirit, 
that influence that proceeds from the Father through 
the Son, has a twofold efficacy, namely, that of en- 
| lightening 


lightening th „ 

e in the knowle vine 
things, and warming the heart with ow. 

2. As the effects of enlightening and warming are 
produced in unequal proportion, _in different matter, 
or the ſame matter differently diſpoſed or arranged; 
though the influence be uniform in itſelf, ſimply con- 


ſidered: ſo the effects of enlightening the mind, and 


warming the heart with love to divine things, are 
produced in unequal proportion, in different perſons, 
and perhaps the ſame perſon under different circum- 
ſtances. We ſhall perhaps find, that the higheſt de- 


gree of love to God and men, is no more neceſſarily 


connected, with a clear underſtanding, than the 
higheſt degree of heat is connected with a elear day. 
But as matter may be ſo modified as to receive both 
light: and heat in a high degree, and in equal pro- 
portion; ſo intelligent nature may be fo modified as 
to receive a high degree of divine light and love, in 
equal proportion. Thoſe repreſented by the good 
ground in the parable, are defcribed. as approaching 
toward it, for they not only underſtand the wes 
but received it into. honeft and good hearts. Sce 
Matth. xiti. 23. and compare Luke viii. 13. 

3. As this influence that proceeds from the ſun, is 
called: by the fame name with the ſun fram which it 
preceads, or the effects produced by it, are aſcribed: 


either to it or the ſun, both in common converſa- 


tion; as when a thing may be ſaid to be warmed by 


the ſun, or by the heat of the ſun; and in Scripture, 


as when things are ſaid to be put forth by the ſun, 
Deut. xxxili. 14. and when the ſun is ſaid not to 
(ven) fall pon perſons, Rev. vii. 16. In theſe paſ- 
ſages it is evident that the influence of the ſun is 
that which is properly meant; ſo in a very ſimilar 
manner, things are ſaid to be done by the Father and 
the Son, that are properly effected by the Holy 
Spirit, as the immediate agency by which they are 
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the Arguments that are commonly uſed 10 prove ; 
1 — of the Father and the Son. T- 


T is argued, 1. That the ſame names being ap- 
plied to the Son that are applied to the Father ; 
therefore the Son muſt be one ſubſtance, and equal 
with the Father, in power and glory. | 
This argument has already been conſidered, and 
ſhown to be falſe and inconcluſive, p. 43. But as it 
was promiſed that an enquiry ſnould be made, into 
the import or ſignification of theſe names that are 
ſuppoſed to prove the. doctrine contended for in the 
objection: The following is offered to the conſide- 
ration of impartial enquirers. Theſe names are, IE- 
HOVAH, LoRD and Gop; and alſo I am THAT I am. 
It is to be obſerved that there are three Hebrew 
names, that are generally rendered Lord in the Eng- 
liſh tranflation, and they are theſe u IE, mV 
IEUE, and JN ADUN, or 98 ADNI. The 
two firſt of theſe names appear to have an affinity 
with one another, that is, the ſecond appears to be 
derived from the firſt. The Greek tranſlation of 
the Hebrew Bible, called the Septuagint, frequently 
uſes the word vf indifferently for either of the 


above Hebrew words, as the Engliſh tranſlation uſes 


the word Lord. The Greek word aufs kurios, and 
the Engliſh word Lord, ſeem to be very proper tranſ- 
lations of the Hebrew words JN or JN, Adun 
or Adni ; for it is evident from the application of 
theſe words in Scripture, that either of them ſigni- 
ſies, that authority or dominion belongs to the per- 
ſon to whom either of them is applied; being uſed 
to denote a lord or maſter. The name & Adni, 
ſeems te be frequently applied to Chriſt the Son of 
God, as Pal. cx. 1.“ (FM eue) Inova faid to 
* (2IRN Adni) my Lord, fit thou on my right hand, 
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ec until I make thine enemies thy footſtool.” And 


Iſa. vi. 1. I ſaw (TR Adni) the Lord fitting up- 
on a throne.” This name when applied to Chri/? 


15 5 Jaſus, that is, the Anointed Saviour, fitly points him 


out as the univerſal Lord of all created nature; but 


=” when applied to the Father, it muſt be underſtobd in 


a ſtill higher ſenſe, ſince inſpiration teaches that the 
Son is made both Lord and Chriſt by the Father. 

The name Lord, however, ſeems not to expreſs 
what is the import of 57? Te, nor of Y Leue. 


There ſeems to be ſufficient evidence to think, that 


is the root from whence ci the verb, which 
ſignifies to be, or to be cauſed to be, is derived; for 


it is moſt natural that the moſt ſimple form of a word 
ſhould be the root from whence all its augmented 


forms do ſpring. The word i) Je, then, will ſig- 


* nify ſimple or a ſolute Being. It is therefore a moſt 


proper name for that Being or Eſſence, that is the 


-ſource, the root, and firſt cauſe of all real and per- 


manent exiſtence; even the one Moſt High inviſible 
God the Father, of whom are all things. This 
name 1s never uſed relatively, nor is it ever applied 
to any being or perſon, but God the Father, fo far 
as I have obſerved. It was obſerved, that MM eue 
appears to be derived from e,; and the proceſs 
of its derivation or formation I take to be this; 77? 


is the ſimple root, ſignifying ſimple and abſolute Be- 


ing. But as no action can be exerted to cauſe be- 
ing of this kind, the word never occurs as a verb in 
this ſimple form. The firſt ſtep from this ſimple 
form is the prefixing of the letter , which forms 
chat conjugation of a Hebrew verb which ſignifies to 
cauſe a thing to be, or be done; and then it ſtands 
thus, TIT Ete; and this being the form of the verb 
which expreſſes the exiſtence of perſons and things, 
there appears to be'a peculiar {1mplicity, propriety, 
and preciſion in the Hebrew language, in indicating 
that every creature and thing, i cauſed to be, by 
the ſame word that indicates their exi/tence or being. 


- The next ſtep is the prefixing the letter, which 


forms 


Fad 
* ; 
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forms ſeveral proper names, and changing the“ in 
the middle into j; and then the word Y is com- | 
pletely formed, which, according to this formation, will * 
ſignify, he that cauſeth to be, or is the cauſe of being. 

Several words of a ſimilar conſtruction might b 
"I 1 to ſupport the formation here propoſedʒ; 
| ſhall only inſtance one, namely, yyy, Jeuſho, * 
read in the Old Teſtament Joſbua, in che new Jeſus, 
and ſignifies he that ſaves, or cauſeth ſalvation; VP) is 
the ſimple root, and ſignifies ſalvation, or ſimply to ſave, 
N being prefixed, forms the ſecond ee as be- | 
fore noticed, and the letter ꝰ being prefixed again, and 
the firſt * changed into), the word yy yp is formed, 
in the ſame manner as ru, from 77» before noticed. 
The name g, IEUE, read JEHOVAH, ap- 
pears therefore not to be an abſolute name, as ſeve- 
rals have alledged; and that not only from the im- 
port of the word, as noticed above, which has all the 
. evidence of certainty that the nature of the caſe can 


le admit; but alſo from the clear and undoubted appli- 
18 cation of it in Scripture; for Jehovah is frequentl7 
d uſed relatively with hoſts. And what relation can 
ar be ſuppoſed ſo likely as that which is derioted by the 
we | formation of the name yy, Teue, or Jehovah, as 
ſs already noticed. The expreſſion Lord of hoſts, or 
Fe Zehovah of hoſts, appears therefore to ſignify the 
e- the ſame as to ſay, the cauſe of the being of hoſts, or 
e- he who 1s the cauſe of being to hoſts. And this ex- 
in preſſion being ſo frequently repeated when promiſes 
ple are made to the faithful, when ſurrounded with 


ms powerful hoſts, that are likely to deſtroy them; © 


to ſeems intended to put them in mind of his ſuperin- 

19s tending providence, and abſolute power, that they a 
erb may ſet their hope in him; by teaching them, that BK 
gs, though hoſts ſpread terror and de ſolation among j 
ty, thoſe againſt whom their force is directed, and the 4 
ing deſtruction of a defenceleſs people ſeems certain 

by when they ſet themſelves againſt them; yet when 

ng. they are aſſured of protection, by him from whom 

Vic 


hoſts have their being, and on whom their being, of 
_ conſequence, depends, it may quiet their fears, and 
7 = 3 M 8 | animate 
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animate. them with courage to purſue their duty. 


Theſe things, I think, will appear very plain to any 


ho conſider the Scriptures in general, and parti. 


.cularly the prophecies. of Hagai and Zechariah. 
Therefore the name JEHov an being a relative name, 


And there being no relations ſuſtained by the Father 


to his creatures, but what are ſuſtained through 


| Jeſus Chriſt. his only begotten Son; every rela- 


tive name may be applied to the Son that is applied 


to the Father, and the name IxHO Au among the reſt. 


But it will not follow of conſequence, that becauſe 


chis name is applied to the Son, that therefore he is 
equal with the Father, unleſs it be proved that he is 


the cauſe of being, in the ſame manner as the Father 


is; and this cannot be done from the writings of the 


Prophets and Apoſtles, for they teach the reverſe, 
as has been ſhewed. Our Lord ſpeaking of a mi- 
racle he had wrought, ſays, my Father worketh hitherto, 


and I work; we are not to ſuppoſe, that this work 
Was wrought by the Father and the Son, as two men 
perform a piece of work between them, that is, by 


each doing a part of it, ſurely not; for, in the ſenſe 
in which any work is done by the Father, it is whol- 
ly done by him, and in the ſenſe in which it is done 
by the Son, it is wholly done by him. Every work 


performed by the Son of God, is wholly done by him 


as the immediate agent by whom the energy is exerted 
by which it is done; while atthe ſame time it is whol- 
ly done by the Father, as he who communicates the e- 
nergy that is neceſiary for effecting it. Or, it is done 
by t 
— proceeds by which the work is done; and it is done 
by the Son, as he by whom that energy is mani- 
felted in doing the work So it is ſaid, Acts ii. 22.— 
By miracles and wonders and ſigns which God did by 
him. The ſame form of expreſſion being uſed con- 
cerning the creation of all things, namely, that God 
created all things by Feſus Chriſt ; it plainly ſhews, that 
creating power flowed from God the Father as the 
ſource of being, and firſt cauſe of exiſtence ; and that 
is was exerted by Jeſus Chriſt his only begotten Son, 
8 | ; TT 


Father as the firſt cauſe, from whom the ener- 


135 


f 2s the agent by or through whom it fhould operate. 


Hence the name c Jeue or Fehovab, when 


applied to the Father as diſtinct from the Son, points 
him out as he who is the cauſe of being in the high- - 


eſt ſenſe of the word. And when applied to the 
Son, it points him out as the cauſe of being in a ſe- 
condary ſenſe; he being the cauſe of being, or Y, 
by an anointing immediately from the Father, even 
the fulneſs of 71), the fimple abſolute eſſence, i. e. 
the inviſible God dwelling in him. If any ſhall aſk, 
how things can be cauſed to be in a ſecondary ſenſe? 
It may be anſwered, That when ſuch as aſk this que- 
ftion ſhall tell how God might have created, or 
cauſed things to be without the interpoſition of a be- 
gotten nature, that is, without his only begotten Son, 
who was capable of the inferior character of Mefſtah, 
or Chriſt, that is, the anointed ; they may then ex- 
pect to be told how God created all things by Jeſus 
Chriſt, or how the Son of God is JEHOVAH, i. e. the 


cauſe of being in a ſecondary ſenſe. But with what 


ſhadow of "reaſon, can any who profeſs to believe 
that God ſpake to mankind by Jeſus Chriſt, that he 
wrought miracles by him, and that by hiar as an in- 


ferior agent, he effects the new creation; with what 


ſhadow of reaſon I ſay, can any believe that God ef. 
fects all jrheſe by the agency of an inferior nature, 
or that Jeſus Chriſt is the cauſe of theſe in a ſecon- 
dary ſenſe, and deny that God created all things by 
Jeſus Chriſt in the fame ſenſe, when this laſt is teſti. 
hed by the ſame authority, and in terms as explicit ? 

If we attend to the language of Scripture, we will 
find an uniformity in all the divine agency therein 
recorded. We are there taught, that God created 
all things by Jeſus Chriſt, that he upholds all things 
by him, and that he governs all things by him; tor 
it is ſaid, the government ſhall be upon his ſhoulders. 


The Father is alſo ſaid to have ſpoken by him, that 


by him he is reconciling the world unto himſelf, 
and that by him he will judge the world at laſt. 
We have an account of a very remarkable event, 


the circumſtances of which, as recorded in ſacred 


hiſtory, among other uſeful purpoſes, ſeem very 
9 5 | M 2 - | much 


N L 2] | > 
much to illuſtrate and confirm what has been ſaid of 
the name JeHOVAH, as applied to the Father and 


the Son diſtinctly conſidered. It is the deſtruction 


of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the neighbouring ci- 
ties ; concerning this it is ſaid, Gen. xix. 24. And 
up Jexovar cauſed it to rain upon Sodom and 


2 % Gomorrah fire and brimſtone, MN! NRY from the 


* JeHovar out of heaven.” JEHovan who is firſt 
named, ſeems to be the Son, and the JEHovan who 
is laſt named, ſeems to be the Father. The laſt is 
not only diſtinguiſhed from the firſt, by being named 
ſeparately, but alſo by the articte, or emphatic par- 
ticle MR being put before the name y, Jeue, or 
_ Jexovan. The Hebrews have two articles, and 
that which is here uſed is ſaid to be the moſt em- 
Ppbatic, and appears to be ſo from its application in 
many places of Scripture. Now when the emphatic 
article is put before the JeHovan who is laſt named, 
and no article put before the other, who is firſt 
named, it ſtrongly indicates, that the one is to be 
underſtood in a ſupreme ſenſe, denoting him who is 
the cauſe of being in the firſt and higheſt ſenſe; and 
the other in a ſubordinate ſenſe, denoting him who is 
the cauſe of being in a ſecondary way. From the whole, 
it appears, that the name JEHovan being applied to 
the Son, is no proof of his being equal with the Father. 

With reſpe& to the name 7 am, recorded Exod. 
Ni. 14. This is a tranſlation of the Hebrew word 
NN, and ſeems to be very imperfect. The words 
ii e Fei are alſo read, I am that I am; 
the Greek tranſlation called the Septuagint read them 
Eyw e444 6 wr, I am he that is, Both Ainſworth and Pool 
obſerve, that the words in the Hebrew are future; it 
is alſo well known that the ſubjunctive mood is ex- 
preſſed by the future form of the verb in Hebrew. 
Therefore the reading I would propoſe, with all hu- 
mility and deference to better judgments, is this, [ 
will be what I ſhould be. This is as literal a read- 
ing as any, and the reaſon why I would prefer it to 
our common reading is, that the expreſſion 7 am that 
Jam, expreſles 8 more than what may be ſaid 
of any thing that is; for it may be ſaid of the 8 

e 


Soeagz gs esse a ma” 


1 wee 
eft and vileſt perſon he is what he is, or ſuch a per- 
ſon might ſay I am what I am ; beſides, I am that or 
what 7 am, is not a juſt tranſlation. The words 


might indeed be read, I. hall be what I ſhall be, But 


this, like the other, has nothing peculiar or diſtinguiſi - 
ing; for any one may ſay, 7 ſhall be what I ſhall be. 


But if the words are read 7 will he what I ſhould be, 


which is equally juſt and literal, they convey ſome-- 
thing of importance, in ſeveral reſpects. This ſeems - 
to be an expreſſion which no creature can uſe ; or 
affirm of himſelf, at leaſt as to every period of exiſt. 
ence ; but uſed with great propriety by the Son of- 
God, who ſhall through all (vas a, Twy aww) the ages 
of ages of his mediatory Og, and through end- 
leſs duration, be in every reſpect what he ſhould be; 
by acting fully up to the high characters he bears, 


and fulfilling moſt completely, all that belongs to the 0 


complicated offices that belong to him as mediator. 
Theſe do chiefly concern his people in their preſent” 
ſtate, and to the, the words Þ will- be what I ſhould” 
be, may have a ſpecial reſpe&t, Theſe words may 
point out ſomething very ſignificant, either. reſpect- 


ing the Iſraelites in particular, or the world in gene- 


ral. With reſpe& to the Iſraelites, it is very plain 
that their. deliverance ſhould. take place at the proper 
time, not from any obligation that JEHov aH was un- 
der to deliver them, becauſe of any thing they had 
done or could do; but becauſe he had: graciouily 
promiſed to do it. So the words [ will be what I 
ſhould be, amounts to the ſame as if he had ſaid, “ As I 
thould be true to my promiſe made unto your fathers, 
ſo I will now manifeſt myſelf to be fo, in accompliſh- 
ing your deliverenee by the perſon I have now ſent.” 
This ſenſe ſeems to agree very well with the- next 
verſe, where he immediately adds, © Moreover, thus 
* ſhalt, thou ſay to the children of Iſrael, the God 
* of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the God of Ja- 
cob hath ſent me unto you: This is my. name for e- 
ver, and this is my memorial unto all generations.“ 
But though the deliverance of the Iſraelites from 
their bondage in Egypt was included in that cove- 
| 2 nant 
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nannt which God declared and confrmed unto Abra- 
1 the 5 or good things that were contained 


therein. Deliverance from the bondage of corrup- 


3 5 tion, was of much greater importance, than deliver. 
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ante from tlie bondage of Egypt; and the promiſe 
made to Abraham, — in bis fend all the families of 
the earth ſhould be bleſſed, was much more extenſive 
than that his ſeed, according to the fleſh, ſhould come 
forth from under the hand of their oppreſſors with 
great ſubſtance. But in order to accompliſh that 
great promiſe on which all the other promiſes de- 
pended; namely, that of the Son of God becoming 
the ſeed of Abraham, in whom all nations were to 
be bleſſed, the ſeed of the woman who was to bruiſe 
the ſerpent's head; in order to this, a change be- 
hove to take place upon the Son of God; that is, 
he who was rich behove to become poor; he who 
had appeared in the moſt glorious forms, poſſeſſing a 
fulneſs of power, and every other perfection, behove 
to empty himſelf, and lay aſide the glory which he 
had with the Father before the world was, and take 
upon him the form of a ſervant. All which and much 
more may be included in the theſe words, N 
IN NN, I will be what I ſhould be. It ſeems as 
if he had ſaid, as by virtue of what is promiſed, and 
figuratively repreſented in the ordinance of the co- 
venant, I ſhould be made fleſh, have my heel bruiſed 
by the ſerpent, that I may bruiſe his head, or be 
expoſed to ſufferings and death, that I may deſtroy 
death, and him that hath the power of death, that 
15, the devil; be made an offering for fin, that I may 
Ipoil principalities and powers, triumph over them 
by the blood of the croſs, and enter the holy of ho- 
hes with my own blood, as a glorious Conqueror 
and Captain of Salvation, made perfect through ſuf- 
ferings, in order to complete the ſalvation of thoſe 
committed to my government; ſo 1 will moſt cer- 
tainly bz, or be cauſed to be, all this, that I may free 
you from the bondage of corruption, and bring you 
into the heaveuly inheritance, of which your temporal 
2 deliverance 
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ſtrength and ornament of buildings, Ezek. xl. 14 


r 

on of Canaan, which I will now - © 
according to promiſe effect, is but a ſhadow or type. | 
This appears, therefore, to be a deſignation of 
the Son of God, not of the unbegotten eſſence, that 
we have expreſſed, by. the words I will be what T 


TY 


the truth of this, who was the firſt witrieſs, under 
the New Teſtament diſpenſation, that ſealed the te- 
ſtimony of Jeſus with his blood. He not only calls 
the perſon who appeared to Moſes in the buſh, an 
angel, but alſo, that God delivered the people by 
his hand; thereby intimating, that the viſible God 
who appeared-to Moſes was the agent by whom the 
inviſible God effected theſe things. His words are, 
Acts vii. 35. The ſame (Moſes) did God ſend to 
ce be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the an- 
« gel who appeared to him in the buſh.” So in- 
ſtead of proving equality, the words WIN T17TIN 
NN, uſed as a detignation of him who fpoke, or 


by whom the Father ſpoke, do rather prove the re- 


verſe; for ſyſi being the firſt perfon ſingular 
from the verb IN, which, as before noticed, de- 
nates cauſed being ; it denotes ſomething paſſive, which 
can in no reſpect apply to the unbegotten eſſence, 

With reſpect to the name, or rather names, that 
are generally rendered God in the Engliſh tranſla- 
tion; theſe are ON. N. r. The name 
BY, Al, appears to be the robot from whence the 
other two are formed, and may therefore be firſt en- 
quired into. As a particle, I ſignifies to or unto when 
put before a name; when put before a verb, it denotes 
revention or hindering, and may be read no or nat: 


and as an adverb, it denotes a doubtful ſtate of the mind. 


As a name, it ſignifies ſtrength or might, and with ? in- 
ſerted, which makes it Hy, it ſignifies much the ſame. 
See Dent. xxviii. 33. Pal. Ixxxviii. 4. Mic. ii. 1. In 
this form, it is applied to what is the ſtrengeſi or 
principal of the kind: To the mighties of Moab, 
Exod: xv. 15. To rams, Exod. xxx. 1. To harts, 
Lam. i. 6. And to the poſts or pillars, which are the 


The 
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The leading idea of the word ſeems, therefore; 
to be that of ſtrength and excellency. The word 
N as a name, may, therefore, be fitly applied to 
the Father in the higheſt ſenſe; he being the moſt 
mighty and moſt excelſent one, and is called JV Oy ON, 


5 moſt high God, or the moſt high, mighty, and excellent 


it is formed by 


One, Gen. xiv. 18, 19. If applied to the Son, it may 
point him out as one, who, next to the Father, is the 
moſt mighty and powerful one; he being poſſeſſed of 
excellency and ſtrength, ſurpaſſing that of all created 
nature, in an unmeaſurable degree. 

The names N, Alue, and HH, Aleim, do 
not appear to be formed immediately from H, Al, 
but from i: Ale. This laſt has ſeveral ſignifi- 
cations, but all of them ſeem to imply or refer to 
the radical meaning of the word HN, 41, from which 

volllixing che letter x, which in that 
poſition frequently denotes toward. what is expreſſed 
in the word. This word N- among other things, ſig- 
nifies an oath, or to be brought under the bond of an 
eath; and this application of it hath a very evident impli- 
cation and reference to ſtrength and excellency; for the 
idea of ſtrength is implied in an oath, as it binds the 
perſon who comes under it in the ſtrongeſt manner to 
fulfil what is engaged to; and it refers to him who is 
Moſt Mighty — excellent, as it is an appeal to the 
Moſt High for the fulfilling of What is engaged to. 
-The name N, Alue, then, being in the form 
of a participle paſſive, from N, Ale, as a verb, it 
ſeems to denote a ſworn or covenanted one; and ſo 
is peculiarly, or in a ſpecial manner, expreſſive of 
the character of the Son of God, who in a ſpecial 
manner came under the bond of the covenant eſta- 
bliſhed between the Father and him, in behalf of 
periſhing ſinners. And this name, if applied to the 
. Father, may point him out as ſuſtaining a covenant 
relation to his people. through his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
The- name N. Alue, occurs, I think, oftner in 
the book'of Job than in all the other books of the 
Bible beſides. And Job ſeems to expreſs a firm be- 
lief, that he whom he ſo often calls Alue, would be. 
4 ö 2 come 
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| nee 
eome an object of ſight in the fleſh. Chap. xix. 25, 26. 
The name N, Aleim, ſeems alſo to be form- 
ed from x as a verb, and has the form of a par- 
ticiple plural active; according to which, it ſeems to 
denote one or more, who bring into the covenant. 
That it is Aleim, that is, Cod, who brings his peo- 


ple under the bond of the covenant which he hath 


been graciouſly pleaſed to manifeſt in his word, is 
very plainly intimated to us, Deut. xxix. 10,—12. 
« Ye ſtand all of you this day before the Lord your 


God:, for to bring thee into the cove- 


*« nant of Jeyovan thy ALEIM, and into (HHN. 
« Aletu) his oath,” And the end for which he 
brings them nnder his covenant 1s, that. they may 
be brought unto himſelf, who is their (HY Al) ex- 
cellency and ſtrength, their all in all. The import 
of this name may perhaps be further learned, from 
its application in other places of Scripture. It is 
applied to angels, Pfal. xcvii. 7. and vin. 5.; and 
it is ſaid of them, Heb. i. 14. Are they not all 
« miniſtring ſpirits ſent forth to miniſter for them 
* that ſhall be heirs of ſalvation.” It is alſo appli- 
ed to judges among men, Exod. xxi. 6. and xxii. . 


and to Moſes, Exod. vii. 1. From theſe applica- 


tions of this name 4leim in a ſubordinate ſenſe, it ap- 
pears to denote a kind of ſuperintendency or diſpo- 


ſing power. in thoſe to whom it is thus applied; 


what is ſignified by the name, being conferred on 
them in a certain degree, by the ſupreme Aleim, for 


effecting his e purpoſes relative to thoſe to 


whom they ſuſtained this character. This name, 
therefore, from its form, and the known exerciſe of 
ſome of thoſe to whom it is applied in a ſubordinate 
ſenſe, appears to be a fit name in its moſt ſupreme 


ſenſe, to denominate the moſt High to be one who 


has interpoſed his power, and is exerting a moſt ex- 


cellent providence in behalf of his creatures in ge- 
neral, and the faithful in particular, through Jeſus 
. Chriſt his only begotten Son, who is the great agent 
by whom he effects all his purpoſes ; to whom the 
name Mleim is therefore alſo applicable, and that in 


a ſenſe inconceivably higher than it can be applied to 
| any 


* 
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any creature whatever; for he is Aleim, the God of 
the whole earth; ©, God over all, the Father ex- 
cepted'; whoſe excluſiye prerogative it is to be the 
Aleim of Jeſus Chriſt, and who anointed him with 
the oil of gladneſs above his fellows. 
It might here be obſerved, that the Greek name 


[ 142 27 5 


= 1s, Theos, God, ſeems to preſerve in general the idea 
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of the Hebrew name DN, Aleim. There appears 
to be a connection between the word 90; as a name, and 
Yew as a verb. This laſt ſignifies to place, aſſign, or 
appoint. Theos, as a name, may therefore denote one 
who has ſome ſpecial right and power to diſpoſe of, 
or regulate matters of high and general importance. 
It is alſo capable of being applied either in a ſupreme 
or ſubordinate ſenſe, as both the Scriptures and pro- 
fane writings of the Greeks do abundantly ſhew. 
The plural form of the name Aleim has already been 

taken notice of, and ſhown to have but one form, 
whether ſingular or plural, maſculine or feminine ; - 
and it was Afo obſerved, that the plural form ſeems 
rather to denote the complicated relations included 
in that name, than a plurality of perſons. It may alſo 
denote dignity, as the Hebrews ſeem to have uſed a 
plural termination to expreſs the ſuperlative degree. 
Thus, iN, tzerim, noon-day, which is the high · 
eſt degree of light or ſplendor, is the plural of Y, 
tzer, which ſignifies light or ſplendor., So alſo 
Wi, zelut, the plural of 54, zel, vile, Pſal. xii. 8. 
where it is read vilc/ in the Engliſh Bible; and the 
reading ſeems well ſupported from its being joined 
with a ſingular verb. Other inſtances might be gi- 
ven, but theſe may ſuffice at preſent. | 

Thus far concerning the import or ſignification of 
the names which are generally inſiſted on, as proving 
a plurality of perſons in one eſſence, and an equality 
among theſe perſons. And from the whole it ap- 
pears, that. inſtead of proving any of- theſe, they 
prove the very reverſe, if the Scripture ſenſe and 
application of them be duly attended to. 

2. The doctrine of equality is argued from ſeveral 
texts of Scripture; of which the 7 with thoſe 
before noticed, ſeem to have the greate n | 
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F 
of affording a foundation for an 5 of this 
kind; at leaſt they have been uſed ſo by ſome. | 
1. The Apoftles words, as tranſlated Philip. ii. 6. 
«© Who being in the form of God thought it no rob- 
cc bery to be equal with God; are ſuppoſed to be 
quite deciſive in this matter. This ſenſe is ſo incon - 
{iſtent with the foregoing and following verſes, that 
ſome of the moſt judicious and learned on that fide 
of the controverſy have refuſed it. A learned and 
judicious lexicographer on the word takes parti. 
pa notice of this text, and ſays 14 Te 6th . 
« refers not, I apprehend; to Chriſt being real and 
te eſſential God, or r (though that HE 15 
« $0,-is the foundation of Chriſtianity), but to his 
« ploFious appearances," as God, before and under 
« the Moſaic diſpenſation.” e latter clauſe of 
the verſe, he reads, “fo be as God.” And that as, 
is the true reading of the word v, rendered equal, 
he refers to the *, and quotes ſeveral paſlages 
from the Greek claſſics, where the word e is ren- 
dered as. Dr Whitby, who is alſo a ſtrong favourer 
of the Athanaſian doctrine of the Trinity, and like - 
wiſe Dr Doddridge, do both agree that the word 
rendered equal, ſhould be #7. Now, if the text ſhould 
be read thus, Who being in the form of God, 


 « thoughtitno robbery to be as God.“ It falls ſhort 


even in appearance, of being a proof of equality ; for 
ſince the Father judgeth no one, but hath committed 
all jadgment unto the Son, and delivered all things in- 
to his hand, in a more full meaſure, and permanent 


manner, 
The following are inſtances from the LXX. Job v. 14. They 

« grope at noon-day (ie] 4s in the night.” Job x. 10, „ Haſt 
„ thou not curdled me (wa) os cheeſe.” Job. xi. 12. Man is 
born (ea) like a wild aſs's colt.” Job. xiii. 12. Your remem- 
„ brance is (ca) lite unto aſhes, Ver 2d. He conſumeth (ra) as 
Ja bottle,” Job. xv. 16.“ Man drinketh iniquity (ca Toro) 4s, 
„ &c.” Job xxiv. 20. „ Wickednefs ſhall. be broken (ga) as 
« a tree,” Job. xxvii. 16. „ He prepareth raiment (a) as clay.” 
Job. xxviil. 2. (% Braſs is molten (Ga) as a ſtone.” 05 XXIX. 14. 
« ] put on judgment (158) 4 a robe.” Job. xl. 15. He cateth 
« grals (ia) as an ox.” Ifa. Ii. 23. Thou haſt laid thy body (ig 


ar the ground.” More inſtances might be quoted, but theſe are 


3 to ſhew that it is no forced tranſlation to read ga, as, Phi · 
ip. i}, 6 | | - : 2 a 
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wianner, than Pharaob committed the adminiſifation of 


the affairs of Egypt to Joſeph : May it not be faid that 


the Son is as God, though he be not equal with God 


the Father, as well as it was ſaid to Joſeph thou art 


'Þ even as Pharaoh, though he was not equal with him? 
The compariſon is infinitely diſproportionate; but 


earthly things ſometimes ſerve to illuſtrate heavenly. 
Though the above reading appears to be better 
than that which we have in the Engliſh tranſlation, 
yet it does not correſpond with the ſcope of the A- 
poltle's reaſoning in this place, which is to recom. 
mend humility, and a diſintereſted regard to the 

of others. Yer/e 3. © Let nothing be done 
ee through ſtrife and vain-glory ;' but in lowlineſs of 
c mind, let each eſteem others better than them- 


4 ſelves. Verſe 4. Look not every man on his own 


ce things, but every man alſo on the things of others. 
Verſe 5. Let this mind be in you which was alſo 
cc in Chriſt Jeſus.” Lowlineſs of mind is firſt re- 
commended, then a looking to the good of others 
and Chriſt is propoſed as an example in theſe things. 
But how unſuitable is the example, if the words be, 
who thought it no robbery to be equal with God, or even 
as Cod. If the Apoſtle had exhorted them to the 
very reverſe of what he does, it might have ſuited 
very well ; that is, had he ſaid, be ye high minded, 
and let each of you eſteem himſelf equal with the high- 
eſt, then he might have added with propriety, let 
this mind be in you which was alſo in Chriſt Feſus ; 
who being in the form of God, thought it no robbery to 
be equal with God. But this reading is alſo inconiiſt- 
ent with what immediately follows; but made him- 
ſelf of no reputation, or emptied himſelf, &c. Now, 


allowing that Chriſt is here ſaid to be equal with God 


the Father, could he in that capacity be emptied, 
ſuffer and die? There is no tranſition to any other 
perſon or ſubſtance ; the very ſame individual being, 
ſpoken of in the 6th verſe, is ſpoken of in thoſe that 
follow. This reading being therefore preſſed with 


ſuch difficulties, and involved in ſuch inconſiſtencies 


before and behind, it certainly deſerves to be conſi- 
1 deLrxec, 
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f dered, whether or not the words might admit of a. 
T reading more conſiſtent. There ſeems to be ſome 
1 difficulty among interpreters about the preciſe mean- 
t ing of the word aprayuor, rendered robbery. Dr 
. Whitby is at ſome pains to ſhe w, that it ſignifies a 5 
t thing that is deſirable. It is plain that it is from 1 
A ban 0 a verb which ſignifies to ſnatch, or ſeize, as E 
| a wild beaſt doth its prey; and it is alſo plain, that 
„ what is ſo ſeized, appears deſirable, or excites de- 
' ſire in what ſeizes it. Though at firſt view this 
* word may ſeem harſh or improper, yet upon a ma- 
e turer conſideration, it may appear to be a moſt pro- 
e per and well choſen word. The name Os, Theos, 
„ Gop, as has been noticed, ſignifies one who has a 
night and power to diſpoſe and regulate perſons and 
n things, either in a ſupreme or ſubordinate ſenſe. 
* And to be as God, even the maſt high God, ſeems to 
ſo have been the conſtant ambition of aſpiring mortals; 
e and in them it is a robbery moſt wicked and ſacrile- 
Tl gious. What is ſaid of the Babylonian monarch, and 
8. the prince of Tyrus, ſeems applicable to the genera- 
e, Hty of the kings of the earth, Iſa. xiv. 13. Thou haſt 
en Said in thine heart, I will aſcend into heaven, I will 
ne exalt my throne above the ſtars of God ; Verſe 14. 1 
ed will aſcend above the height of the clouds, I will bz 
d, like the Moſt High. Univerſal monarchy, and uncon- 
h. trolled deſpotiſm, ſeems to have been the general 
let- aim of every one of them, who have had the means 
+ of attempting it; and the moſt deceitful, cruel, and 
to unjuſt means, have been made uſe of, to obtain the 
ſt- deſired object. To be as God, may then with pro- 
m- priety, be called the deſired thing, or even robbery, 
W, it being fo univerſally and conſtantly uſurped by the 
od kings of the earth. But very different was the mind 
2d, of Chriſt, who being in the form of God, eſteemed not 
ier for himſelf that deſired thing to be as Cod. Selfiſh 
1g, views, ſuch as honour and profit, make men ſeek 
hat after a power to diſpoſe of the perſons and goods of 
ith others; every man is a poor indigent being by him- 
ies ſelf, and the greateſt monarch that ever cauſed ter- 
ne] ror in the land of the living, derived all his power, 
e | N . 
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the grandeur of his perſon, and the ſplendour of his 
court, from thoſe that he had brought under him. 
But Chriſt the true and univerſal king, receives not 
- Honour from men; the diſpoſing power, or univer- 
+ Tal adminiſtration that he is poſſeſſed of, is for the 
good of thoſe over whom he exerciſes it, not his 
own; for he is altogether independent on creatures, 
The diſpoſing power that he exerciſed as God, be- 
ing therefore not on his own account, but on the 
account of thoſe delivered into his hand, he eſteem- 
ed it not for himſelf, but was ready to diveſt him. 
ſelf of all its glory, whenever his doing ſo was ne- 
ceſſary to effect their good. It may alſo be obſer. 
ved, that the word rendered he thought, in the Eng- 
liſh tranſlation, is in what is called the middle voice, 
which denotes the doing of a thing to or for one's 
ſelf. The words of the text are, and I apprehend 
may be tranſlated as follows. Philip. ii. 6. « # won 
Os Irapxus, 2X, @praypor TYNFATS To u won Or. © Who 
« being in the form of God, he eſteemed not for 
oy bimfclf the coveted thing, to be as God.” Let 
us try then how this reading agrees with the con- 
text. Let nothing be done through ſtrife or vain 
4 glory, but in lowlineſs of mind let each eſteem o- 
ce ther better than themſelves ; look not every man 
© on his own things, but every man alſo on the 
ce things of others. Let this mind be in you which 
« was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus; who being in the form 
cc of God, eſteemed not for himſelf, that coveted 
e thing, to be as God; but made himſelf of no re- 
<< putation, &c.” According to this reading, the 
mind which is here ſaid to be in Chriſt, is a moſt 
proper pattern for believers ; for if he who was in 
the form of God, or appeared in the moit glorious 
forms, inveſted with abſolute and uncontrollable 
power over all created nature, having the diſpoſal 
and management of all things in his hand, eſteemed 
not the glory of theſe for himſelf, or did not eſteem 
his thus _— as God on his own account, ſo as not 
to lay aſide all theſe glorious forms when it was ſub- 
ſervient to the good of thoſe committed to his ma- 
0 | nagement; 
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nagement; but emptied himſelf, &c. Then ſurely, 
thoſe who profeſs to be .his followers ought not to 
eſteem for themſelves the honours or profits they 


may enjoy, ſo as not to part with them when their 


doing ſo may be ſubſervient to the general good; 


but to forego all theſe for his name's ſake whenever 


the caſe may require it, The particle BUT alſo, in 
the beginning of the 7th verſe, concurs to confirm 
the reading here propoſed. Inſtances too numerous 
to be quoted might be produced, to ſhew that when 
this particle is put before a poſitive propoſition, the 
foregoing, with which it is connected, is negative; 
the two inſtances in the context will, I think, be ſuf- 
ficient to illuſtrate this. Do nothing through ſtrife 
and vain glory; BUT in lowlineſs of mind, G. 
« Look not every man to his own things; BUT 
„ every man alſo to the things of others.“ Can 
any thing then be more agreeable to ſenſe, and the 

Apoſtle's manner of 1 +ray in the context, than 


this; © He eſteemed not for himſelf the defired or 


« coveted thing to be as God; BUT emptied him- 
6 ſelf, Ge.“ This text appears therefore to afford no 
ſupport to the doctrine of equality, in any ſenſe that it 
will bear; and what appears to be the true literal read- 
ing, feems directly to contradict it in the plaineſt terms. 
2. It is alledged by ſome, that becauſe it is ſaid, 
Ifa. xliv. 24. Faw the Lord that maketh all things, 
* that ſtreacheth forth the heavens alone, that ſpread- 
e eth abroad the earth by myſelf.” Therefore there 
is a plurality of perſons in JEHovan. | 
An unbiaſſed reader of the Scriptures would be 
ready to think, that it would require a ſtrong pre- 
poſſeſſion to that opinion, before any one could i- 
magine that this text affords any foundation for ſuch 
an argument, Thoſe who argue thus, might how- 
ever be aſked, What idea they have of this Jeno- 
VaH? If they conſider him as an individual, they 
cannot, in a conſiſtency with common ſenſe, conſi- 
der him in the ſame reſpe& as a plurality. Or if 
they conſider him as plural, they cannot in the ſame 
reſpect conſider him as one. How then is the argu- 
. N 2 ment. 
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ment formed? They will likely ſay, that re 
denotes the eſſence, in which there are three per- 
ſons; the plain and unavoidable conſequence of which 
ſeems to be, that when they ſpeak of JEHovan as 
acting alone and by himſelf, they muſt have an idea 
of a perſon diſtinct from the Father, Son, and Spi- 
Tit; or elſe they muſt ſuppoſe that the eſſence moſt 
commonly ſpeaks and acts without perſonality. Their 
plan neceſſarily leads to abſtract eſſence from perſons, 
and perſons from eſſence, by turns; the abſurdity 
of which has been ſufficiently inſiſted on already. 
But it may be aſked further, Where they find a Me- 
diator between this JEHovaAlthand mankind ſinners ? 
Or how is i to be worſhipped through 
a Mediator? For inſtance, ſhould they pray to I E- 
HOVAH, they muſt ſurely, upon their plan, pray to 
him as one individual Being, including the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit ; where then will they 
find a Mediator? They will likely exclude the hu- 
man nature from the idea of JEHOyAH, and view 
that as the Mediator; and indeed it is all that can 
ſtand in the relation of a Mediator according to their 
Plan : And in that caſe they make the Mediator leſs 
than a human perſon; for they deny that the hu- 
man nature of Chriſt is a perſon conſidered by itſelf, 
and yet they can have an idea of no more for the Me- 
diator, unleſs they can have an idea of the divine Be- 
ing as divided, or mediating betwixt ſinners and himſelf. 
There is no difficulty in the text, when we re- 
ceive the Scripture account of the Father and the 
Son ; for from thence we may learn (as has been 
noticed) that the name JEHOVAH is applicable both 
to the Father and the Son diſtinctly conſidered, and 
that any one of them may be ſaid to make all things 
reach out the heavens, and ſpread abroad the earth, 
alone, as to the manner in which their diſtin agen- 
cies are exerted, For inſtance, when it is ſaid of 
the Father, that he created all things by Jeſus Chriſt, 
none elſe can be conſidered as a co-worker or co- 
partner in this; for he alone, and none elſe beſides 
Wm, can be ſaid to have created all things by Jens 
TI. 
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Chriſt. A conſideration of this, with what was for⸗ 
merly obſerved relative to the diſtinct agencies of 


the Father and the Son, may ſufficiently account for 


this expreſſion in the text, here propoſed as an ob- 
jection, and all others of the ſame kind. | 
3. Heb. vi. 13. is by ſome alledged as a proof of 
equality, where it is ſaid, © For when God could 
« ſwear by no greater, he ſware by himſelf,” 
This text can be no proof of equality, unleſs it 
can be proved, that it is the Son who ſpeaks, conſi- 
dered as diſtin from the Father. This, ſo far as IL 
know, has never been ſo much as attempted; and it 
would be an attempt that J believe never will ſuc- 
ceed. The Father furely ſays ſome things that are 
revealed in Scripture; or rather the generality of 
what is revealed in Scripture is ſpoken by him; for 
he who in times paſt ſpake by the prophets, did in 
the laſt of thoſe days ſpeak by his Son. There- 
fore what he ſpeaks, though it be by the mediation: 
of another, it is nevertheleſs his ſpeech. Pal. cx. 1. 
is certainly the language of the Father, where it is 
faid, * JEHovan faid to my Lord, fit thou on my 
right hand.” And it is certainly the Father who 
ſwears concerning the Son, verſe 4. Thou art a: 
6 prieſt for ever, after the order of Melchizedec.“ 
And F think no good reaſon can be given, why we 
are not to underſtand the Father to be meant in this 
text, Heb. vi. 13. J 
4. Zech. xiii, 7. Awake, O ſword, againſt my 
“ ſhepherd, and againſt the man that is my fel- 
% low,” &©c. has alſo been brought as a proof of e- 
quality. From this it is argued, he that is God's 
fellow, muſt be his equal. 
It might be a ſufficient anſwer to this, only to ob- 
ſerve, that by the ſame mode of arguing believers 
may be proved to be equal with the Son, and conſe- 
quently equal with the Father. For concerning the 
Son it is ſaid, Pſal. xlv. 7. © Thou loveſt rigliteouſ- 
« neſs, and hateſt wickedneſs; therefore God, even 
* thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of glad: 
« neſs above thy. fellows.” The argument for e- 
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quality appears equally as clear and concluſive from 
this, as from the other; and the abſurdities that would 
follow upon either, forbid the admiſſion of both. If 
the perſon called God's fellow, be the ſame being or 


e ſſence with the Father, then the ſame being or eſſence 


ſmites itſelf, But this is too abſurd to be inſiſted on. 


erbost d N 


3 may be hoped, that from a view of the whole, 
every impartial reader, who ſeriouſly enquires, 
and in ſingleneſs of heart reſolves, to determine by 
Scripture evidence, will be fully ſatisfied, that the 


doctrine here conteuded for, is every way ſcriptural 


and conſiſtent; whereas that Which is oppoſed to it, 
is quite unſcriptural, and ſelf- contradictory. 

As the teſtimony of God in his own word, is that 
which alone ſhould determine our judgment, and be 


the alone foundation of our faith relative to divine 


things; the opinions of men ancient or modern, 
muſt be of ſmall conſequence in this matter. There. 
fore, inſtead of quoting the teſtimonies of men, 
which at beſt may be doubted; a few teſtimonies 
may be quoted from the ſacred records, which are 
undoubtedly true, and which are allowed to be de- 
ciſive, however little their deciſions are ſubmitted to. 
1. We have a prophetic declaration concerning 
the Son of God, Ifa. xi. 1,—4. © And there ſhall 
«© come forth a rod out of the ſtem of Jeſle, and a 
branch ſhall grow out of his roots. And the Spi- 
6e rit of JEHOVAH ſhall reſt upon him, the Spirit of 
„ knowledge and underſtanding, the Spirit of coun- 
ce fe] and of might, the Spirit of wiſdom and the 
% fear of the Lord. And ſhall make him of quick 
« underſtanding in the fear of the Lord; and he 
« ſhall not judge after the ſight of his eyes, nor re: 
« prove after the hearing of his ears. But with 
« righteouſneſs ſhall he judge the poor, and reprove 
« with equity for the meek of the earth, and he ſhall 
c (mite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and 
& with the breath of his lips ſhall he (lay the wicked.“ 
2. We have the Father's teſtimony concerning 
8 the 
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the Son, Ifa. xlii. 1,—4. * Behold my Servant 
« whom I uphold, mine Ele& in whom my ſoul 
«« delighteth, I have put my Spirit upon him, he 


© ſhall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. He ſhall 
'« not fail nor be diſcouraged till he have ſet judgment 


« in the earth; and the iſles ſhall wait for his law.? 


| 3: We hare the Son's teſtimony concerning him- 
ſelf, 


Ifa. I. 3, 4. ** I clothe the heavens with black- 
« neſs, and I make ſackcloth their covering. The 
«© Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learn - 
« ed, Cc.“ And Pal. xl. 8. © I delight to do thy 
„% will O my God.” TS 
4. The Pſalmiſt/teftifies the ſame when he ad- 
dreſſes the Sen by the high characters of God and 
King, Pſal. Xv. 6, 7. © Thy throne, O God, is for 
« ever and ever, a ſceptre of righteouſneſs is the 
ce ſceptre of thy kingdom; thou loveſt righteouſneſs 
« and hateſt wickedneſs; therefore, God, even thy 
« God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladnefs 
© above thy fellows.” 

5. We have the teſtimony of John the Baptift, 
John 1. 1 5 8. © Jobn bare witneſs of him, and 
« cried, ſaying, This was he of whom J ſpake ; he 
e that cometh after me, is preferred before me, for 
© he was before me. And of his fulneſs have all 
« we received, and grace for grace. No man hath 
ſeen God at any time; the only begotten Son, 
© which is in the boſom of the Father he hath de- 
6e clared hin.” And again, chap. ti. 32,36, 
« What he hath ſeen and heard, that he teſtifieth ; 
* and no man receiveth his teſtimony. He that re- 
« ceiveth his teſtimony hath ſet to his ſeal that God 
« js true, For he whom God hath ſent, ſpeaketh 
e the words of God; for God giveth not the ſpirit 
by meaſure unto him. For the Father loveth the 
“Son, and hath given all things into his hand. He 
« that believeth on the Son hath everlaſting life; 
and he that believeth not the Son ſhall not ſee 
& life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.“ 

6. We have the teſtimony of the Apoſtle Peter 
concerning the Son of God, which he teſtified to 
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the Iſraelites in the audience of devout men from 
many nations, who all heard in their own language, 


at the day of Pentecoſt, Acts ii. 22,36. © Ye men 
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tc of Iſrael, hear theſe words; Jeſus of Nazareth, a 


* man approved of God among you, by miracles and 
-& wonders and ſigns which God did by him in the 
« midſt of you; as ye yourſelves alſo know. This 
& Jeſus hath: God raiſed up, whereof we are all wit- 
« neſſes. Therefore, being by the right hand of 


A 


ce the promiſe of the Holy Spirit, he hath ſhed abroad 
ce this Which you now ſee and hear. Therefore let 
& all the houſe of Iſrael know aſſuredly, that God 
« hath made that ſame Jefus whom ye crucified, 
© both Lord and Chrift ”” e 


were aſſembled in the houſe of Cornelius, Acts x. 
children of Iſrael, preaching peace by Jeſus Chriſt, 


„% Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; 
« who went about doing good, and healing all that 
«& were opprefled of the devil, for God was with. 
« him. And he commanded us to preach unto the 
« people, and to teſtify that this is he who was ordain- 


7. We have the teſtimony of the Apoſtle Paul, 


« God, the firſt born of every creature; for by him 
« were all things created that are in heaven, and 
« that are in earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they 
c be thrones or dominions, or principalities or powers; 
& all things were created by him and for him.“ 
More might 'be added to the ſame purpoſe, but: 
_ theſe may afford ſufficient evidence, for every impar- 
tial enquirer to believe, that though the Son of God 
is the great Creator, Preſerver, and Governor of all 
things; and though his capacities, glory and power, 
be altogether incomprehenſible to the capacities of 
men; yet there is ſtill one who is greater than he, 
being his God and Father, and from whom he re- 


«& God exalted, and having received of the Father 


We have alſo his teſtimony to the Gentiles who 
36, 38. 42. The word which God ſent unto the 
© he is Lord of all. How God anointed Jeſus of 


« ed of God to be the Judge of the quick and dead.“ 


Col. i. 15, 16. © Why is the image of the invifible 
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ceived all things. For, IIa. i. r,—4. ſhews, that 
be was capable of receiving the Spirit of JEHovaHn, 


and that thereby he was made' of quick diſcernment ; 
Iſa. xlii. 1,4. that the Father upheld him; and Iſa. l. 
4. that he received from him the tongue of the learned. 

Pfal. xl. 8. and xlv. 6, 7. ſhew, that though the 
only begotten Son of God, be a God and King, even 


God over all created nature; yet the Father is his 


God, and hath anointed him with the oil of gladneſs 
above his fellows. 

John i. 15,—18. and iii. 32,36. ſhew, that all 
have received of the fulneſs of the only begotten of 
the Father, who being in the boſom of the Father 
hath declared him; that he teſtified what he had 
heard and ſeen; and that God had ſent him ; that 
he ſpake the words of God, and that the Father had 
loved him, and given all things into his hand, 

Acts ii. 22,36. and x. 36,—42. ſhe w, that Jeſus 
of Nazareth was approved of God, by the miracles, 
wonders, and ſigns, which God did by him; that God 
raiſed him, exalted him, and made him both Lord 
and Chriſt; that he is Lord of all; and that God a- 
nointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and 
ordained him to be the Judge of the quick and dead. 

And Col. i. 15. ſhews, that Jeſus Chriſt is the 
image of the inviſible God, and alſo the firſt born of 
every creature. 

Let us now hear what our Lord himſelf teſtified . 
in the days of his fleſh, concerning his doctrine, his 
authority and power, and concerning his own perſon. 

Concerning his doctrine, he ſays, John vii. 16, 17. 
6 My doctrine is not mine, but his that ſent me; 
& if any man will do his will, he ſhall know of the 
« doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
6 ſpeak of myſelf.” John viii. 38. I do nothin 
« of myſelf; but as my Father hath taught me, f 
** ſpeak theſe things. Yer/e 40. But now, ye feek 
* to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth 
„% which I have heard of God.” John xiv. 24. 


„ And the word which you hear is not mine, but 


e the Father's who hath ſent me,” John xvii. 8. 
For 
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& For I have given unto them the words which 

ce thou gaveſt me.” "Ih, pf | 
Concerning higauthority, he ſays, Matth. xxvili. 


> 18. All authority in heaven and earth is given un- 


to me of my Father.” John v. 22,—27. * The 

Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
Fe judgment unto the Son; and hath given him au- 
e thority to execute judgment alſo, becauſe he is the 
« Son of Man.” 

Concerning his power or ability, he ſays, John v. 
19,—30. “ Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, the Son 
“ can do nothing of himſelf, I can of mine own 
< ſelf do nothing.” LL 

Concerning his perſon, he fays@ John xii. 3. 
“ That he had bon God, md r to God.” 
John xvii. 8 And they have known furely that I 
came out from thee, and believed that thou didſt 


« ſend me.” John iii. 16. God fo loved the 


* world,. that he ſent his only begotten Son, that 
*« whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but 
„ have everlaſting life.” John xvi. 28. I came 
« forth from the Father, and am come into the 
«© world; again, I leave the world, and go unto the 
« Father.” John xiv. 28.“ If ye loved me, ye 
% would rejoice, becauſe I ſaid, I go unto the Fa- 
« ther; for my Father is greater than I.” 

With reſpect to his will he alſo declares, John v. 
30. © I ſeek not mine own will, but the will of him 
ce that ſent me.” John vi. 38. For I came down 
© from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the 
& will of him that ſent me.“ 

"Theſe ſayings of him who is the way, the truth, 

and the life; do clearly prove, that though his great- 
- neſs exceeds the comprehenſion of creatures; yet 
the Father is greater than he. This indeed he ex- 
preſslaffirms, as well as that all that he hath is from 
the Father; whom it hath pleaſed that in him all ful- 
neſs ſhould dwell ; and whom it hath pleaſed alſo, 
that the Son ſhould ſubſiſt in the moſt intimate union 
with himſelf; even an ineffable union, by which his 
boundleſs capacities might be filled with the bound- 
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leſs perfections of the inviſible Father; behold his 
glory in an immediate manner, be, ſatisfied with his 
goodneſs, and enraptured-with his love. And that 
he ſhould manifeſt theſe per fections and glory, com- 
municate that goodneſs to created beings, and ſhed © 
abroad his love into their hearts. t 
Human thought is loſt in contemplating this mighty 
Saviour, who with ſpecial propriety is called Vonder- 
ful; who can receive and enjoy an infinitely glorious 
objec, as his chief good ; and yet extend his regard to 
the minuteſt creature that is; for the earth is full of his 
goodneſs, and his tender mercies are overall his works. 
In his perſon is preſented to us a true and proper 
Mediator, a medium of intercourſe and communica- 
tion between infinite and finite nature. Through 
him the ſelf-exiſting, inviſible and immutable Ixho- 
VAH, deſcends, as it were, to the works of his hands. 
And thro” him dependent mutable creatures, are raiſed 
and exalted to a particjpation of the divine fulneſs. 
The Scriptures do in many places moſt beautifully 
repreſent the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in this his mediatory 
character, as the medium through whom divine good- 
neſs deſcends to creatures, and through whom they 
aſcend to the enjoyment of an infinite good; thus it 
is ſaid, John xvii. 22, 23. © The glory which thou 
«« gavelit me, I have given them; that they may be 
one, even as we are one. I in them and thou in 
me, that they may be made perfect in one, Verſe 
18. As thou has ſent me into the world; even fo 
© have I alſo ſent them into the world.” John 
VI. 57. © As the living Father hath ſent me, and I 
&« live by the Father; ſo he that eateth me, even he 
* ſhall live by me.” 1 Cor. xi. 3. © The head of 
every man is Chriſt, and the head of Chriſt is God.“ 
1 Cor. iii. 23. © Ye are Chrilt's, and Chriſt is God's.“ 
Thus all things are of God who is reconciling ſin- 
ners unto bimſelf by Jeſus Chriſt; as we are ex- 
preſsly taught, That to us there is but one God the 
“Father, of whom are all things; and one Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt by whom are all things, and we by 
“ him,” x Cor, viii. 6. Agreeable to this alſo we 
5 , are 
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wee taught, © That God the Father created all things 
by ſeſus Chriſt,” Eph. ii. 9. That by him he 
brought the Iſraelites out of Egypt, Acts vii. 35. 
That by him he ſpake to the people in the ia 
days of the Moſaic diſpenſation,” ' Heb. i. 1, 
That by him he did miracles, wonders and ſigus 
c to confirm the doctrine he gave him to teach,” 
Acts ii. 22. That by him he is reconciling ſinners un- 
to himſelf,“ 1 Cor. iii. 23, 24 And that by him he 
will judge the world in righteouſneſs,” Acts xvii. 31. 
How wonderfully does the love of God to man- 
kind appear, in the revelation he hath made of him- 
ſelf through Jeſus Chriſt ? His loving-kindneſs and 
tender mercy that ſhines through the Whole of that 
revelation he hath given, and the providences he exer- 
ciſes, appears conſpicuous in this, among other par- 
ticulars: ** That as it is life eternal to know the 
& only true God and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath 
“ ſent,” John xvii. 3. And grace and peace is 
cc multiplied through the knowledge of God, and of 
„ Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; 2 Pet. i. 2. ſo he hath” 
afforded ſufficient information for attaining this know- 
ledge ; and it is a duty, as well as a privilege, “to 
& grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
& and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt,” 2 Pet. ini. 18. Whom 
cc the Father hath appointed heir of all things, and by 
 & whom alſo he conſtituted (ve awres,) the ages,” 
Heb. 1. 2. 

Therefore let all who truly love God, and Jeſus 
Chriſt his only begotten Son, unite their prayers and 
endeavours, to promote this important knowledge, 
for the ſubjecting and reconciling of all things unto 
him, according to that gracious purpoſe which he 
purpoſed in himſelf, © That in the diſpenſation of |, 
ce the fulneſs of the times, he might gather toge- 
e ther into one, all things in Chriſt,” Eph. i. 9, 10. 

& And that in his name every knee may bow, and 


* every tongue confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father,” Philip. ii. 10, 11. 
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Theſe and what other typographical-errors may have 


eſcaped, it is hoped the judicious and candid Reader will 
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